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To all whom Tt maly CONCEr:

Be it known that I, HENrRY J. BENDEROTH,
a citizen of the United States, residing at As-
sumption, in the county of Christian and State
of Illinois, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Hay-Caps, of which the
following 1s a specification.

This invention relates to improvements in
that type of hay-caps embodying, essentially,
a plurality of covering-boards adapted to be
supported upon the stack by chains.

The invention comprises, primarily, pecul-
iar link structure of the chains nsed to sup-
port the housing of the stack, said links being
of special formation and particularly designed

to subserve the strength and rigidity thereot

when in practical use.

For a full deseription of the invention and
the merits thereof and also to acquire a knowl-
edge of the details of construction of the means
for effecting the result reference is to be had
to the following description and accompany-
ing drawings. | |

While the invention may be adapted to dif-
ferent forms and conditions by changes in the
structure and minor details without depart-
ing from the spirit or essential features there-
of, still the preferred embodiment thereof 1s
shown in the accompanying drawings, 1n
which— |

Figure 1 is a vertical sectional view of a
hay-stack having a hay-cap embodying the
invention applied thereto. Fig. 2 1s a per-
spective view showing a couple of links com-

posing the several chains of the cap which

support the boards comprising the same.

Corresponding and like parts are referred
to in the following description and indicated
in both the views of the drawings by the same
reference characters.

Referring to the drawings, the numeral 1
designates the hay-stack, and the cap 2, as
shown, is composed of sides extending down-

“wardly upon opposite sides of said stack 1.

The sides of the cap 2 consist of a plurality
of boards 8, and the latter are supported by
chains composed of a number of links 1n a
manner similar to cap or housing means of
this class.

The links of the chains are of suchstructure
that the boards 3 are supported so as to over-
lap one another at the upper and lower edge
portions, thereby forming an effective water-
shed. Each of the links of the chains sup-
porting the boards 3 is of a similar construc-
tion and comprises a body 4, provided at 1ts
upper end with an eye 5 and deflected or bent
out adjacent its lower end portion to form a
hump 6, projecting at an angle to the plane
of the body. The body 4 of the link projects
downwardly from the hump 6 and is formed
into an eye 7 at its lower extremity. Pro-
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jecting upwardly from the lower portion of

the link and in spaced relation to the body 4

is a stop 8,which preferably consists of a por-

tion of the body 4 of the link bent upwardly
in parallel relation to the part 4, said stop 8
projecting from the eye 7 thereof aforesaid.

Tn other words, specifically describing the link

device, the same is preferably formed from a
metal bar provided at its upper end with the
integral eye 5, having the integral deflected
portion or hump 6 and extended to form the
other integral eye 7 and a stop extension 8,
above described. The upper eye 5 of the
several links of the chains is disposed in a
plane at a right angle approximately to the

lowermost eye 7. The eye 5 of one link is.
received in the eye 7 of the next adjacent

link, thereby forming the continuous chain
necessary for the purposes of the invention.

The chains when made of links similar to
those set forth herein are comparatively sim-
ple in construction and at the same time form-
ing a very substantial support for the boards
comprising the cap or cover for the stack.
The upper side of the deflected portion 6 ot
each link, together with the adjacent body
portion 4, forms a seat 9, upon which the
lower edge portion of the respective boards
3 rest, and the hump portion 6 sustains the di-
rect weight of the boards. The disposition

of the ston member 8 is advantageous in that

if this member be broken off accidentally or
otherwise the effectiveness of the link will not

be destroyed, but the boards will be held in
position by means of the projecting portion

| 6 aforesaid.
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Having thus described the invention, what
18 claimed as new is—

As a new article of manufacture, a link for
~ hay-cap chains comprising the body 4 con-
5 sisting of a bar having one end bent to form

the eye 5, the other end being bent outwardly
to form the hump 6 and thence curved down-
wardly and again outwardly and upwardly to
form another eye 7 beneath the hump, the ex-
10 tremity of the bar after being formed into the
eye 7, being extended upwardly fromsaid eve

some distance above the hump 6 in parallel re-
lation to the portion 4 so as to form the stop
portion 8 and the seat 9, the portion 8 being
in ‘contact with the outermost part of the 1:
hump 6. - |

In testimony whereof I affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses.

- HENRY J. BENDEROTH. - |1.s8.]
Witnesses: -
- D. C. REBER,
JacoB C. SIMONS.
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