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SPEGIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 793,628, dated July 4, 1900.

Application filed December 19, 1904, Serial No. 237,007,

To all whonv it May CoTeceriv:

Be it known that I, SAMUEL WILLARD
AHALT, a citizen of the United States, resid-
ing at Baltimore, in the State of Maryland,
have invented new and useful Improvements
in Tlaminated Signs for Doors, of which the
following is a specification.

"~ My invention relates to illuminated signs
for making visible during the night-time the
number of a house; and its primary object 1s
to provide a novel, artistic, and highly-use-

ful device of this character which 1s to have

printed or otherwise placed thereon the house-
number and which is adapted to be illumi-
nated by the pressing of a button arranged
within convenient reach, whereby the house-
number may be readily discernible.

A further object of the invention 1s to pro-
vide a device of the character stated which
is simple of construction, cheap to manufac-
ture, durable, and efficient and which may

be readily and quickly secured 1n applied po-

sition. - .

~ The number of a house 1s usually painted
upon the glass panel of the transom arranged
above the street-door and which 1s readily
discernible during the day-time, but which,

as is well known, is hard of discernment Aur-

ing the night. My invention is to be used
as an auxiliary to this regularly-painted num-
ber, so that the same may be made visible by
button, and which 1s so

The invention consists in the construction,

combination, and arrangement of parts more

fully hereinafter described, claimed, and illus-

trated in the accompanying drawings, which
disclose the preferred form of my invention,

and in, which—

Figure 1 is an elevation of the street-door

of a house, illustrating the application of my
improved device.

Fig. 2 is a central trans-
verse section through the device and a plan
view of the circuit, and Fig. 3 1s an enlarged
front elevational view of the device.
Referring to the drawings by reference
characters, A designates a casing which 1s
adapted to carry the house -number and 1n
which is arranged an electric light adapted

to be illuminated by the pressing of a button,

obstruct the view
' | cuit 12 1sa button-switch 14, whereby the cir-

]

| .plied position to the under edge of the
1 15. above the regular house - number,

1 90 that the number carried thereby may be

made visible during the night-time. The cas-
ing has the upper portions ot its front wall 1,
rear wall 2, and side walls 3 turned down to
provide flanges 4, through which is adapted
to pass any suitable fastening means to secure
the device in applied position. The lower
portion of the front wall 1 is directed 1in-
wardly and downwardly toward the bottom.
5 and is provided with an elongated opening
6. whereby an inclined su pporting-frame 7 13
provided. Arranged in front of the opening
6 is a olass panel 8, upon which is adapted to
be painted or otherwise secured the house-
number. To permit of the application of
the panel 8, the front wall 1s provided with
an elongated opening 9, and the lower edge
of the vertical portion of the front wall 1 1s
shelined inwardly to provide a flange 10, be-
t ween which and the upper edge of the frame
7 the upper edge of the panel 1s adapted to
rest, whereby 1t 1s immovably secured 1n ap-
plied posttion.

In order to make the number upon the panel
8 visible during the night-time, 1 arrange
within the casing A an electric globe 11, which
has secured thereto the terminals of wires 12,
the opposite terminals thereot being in com-

munication with any source of electric sup-

ply. It is preferably desired touse batteries

18 to supply the light, and these batteries

any convenient point ad-

may be arranged at
Interposed in the cir-

jacent to the casing A.

cuit is normally broken.
" The casing is adapted to be secured in ap-
lintel
as 1S
fully disclosed in Fig. 1 of the drawings. The
electric globe 11 is also adapted to be secured
to the lintel 15 centrally of the casing A, and
the batteries 13 may be arranged within the
vestibule at any convenient point. The switch
14 is so adapted to be secured 1n applied po-
sition upon the door-frame that the button 17
thereof may be within convenient reach.
The operation of the device may be stated

as follows: When it is desired to determine
the number of a particular house, the button
17 is pressed, thereby closing the circuit and
illuminating the globe 11.

This illumination

55

60

70

75

30

Q0

95

jRele




IO

15

20

30

35

4.0

45

55

6o

035

2.

ot the globe 11 will make visible the number
upon the panel 8, whereby the house-number
may be easily discernible. |

It will be seen that the panel 8 is arranged
at such an inclination to the vertical casing
and door-frame as to be clearly visible to a
person standing on the porch or steps below,
so that the house-number of the panel may be
readily observed by the person actuating the
push-button 18. The transoms of some house-

doors are provided with outwardly jutting or

projecting sills, which prevent the slgn-num-
bers from being seen by persons standing on
the door-sill or on the landing of the steps
adjacent to said sill. This obviates the use
of the electric illuminator in connection with
the regular sign-number on the pane or panel
of the transom in connection with a control-
ling push-button or switch mounted on the
door-casing, as the operator standing close to
the door to operate the button could not ob-
serve the door-number, for the reason that it
would be obscured from the view by the Jut-
ting transom-sill. My invention obviates

this objection, as the inclination-panel and its

position in advance of the transom permits
the number on the panel or plate 8 to be
readily observed by a person standing on the
door sill or landing of the step and operating
the push-button 17. -

From the foregoing description, taken in
connection with the accompanying drawings,
the construction and advantages of my lm-
proved illuminator will be readily apparent
without requiring any further extended ex-
planation. Tt will be seen that the device is
simple of construction, that said construction
permits of its manufacture at small cost, and
that it is exceedingly well acdapted for the
purpose for which it is designed.

Having thus fully described the invention,
what is claimed as new is—

1. In an auxiliary number-sion for house-
doors, the combination with a frame and its
transom, the latter bearing the usual sign-
number, of a casing secured to the door-frame
1n advance of the transom and having an in-
clined sign-panel visible from the door-land-
ing below, an illuminator in the casing, an
electric cireunit in' which said illuminator is
included, and a switch for said circuit mount-
ed on the door-frame so as to be operated by
a person standing on the doorsill or landing.

2. In an auxiliary number-sign for house-
doors, the combination with a door-frame and
its transom, the latter bearing the usual sign-
number, of a casing secured to the lintel of
the door-frame in advance of the transom and
having an inclined sign-panel visible from the
landing below, a lamp in the casing fixed to
the lintel, and an electric circuit in which said
lamp isincluded, and a switch for said circuit
mournted on the door-frame so as to be oper-
ated by a person standing on the landing.

3. In an auxiliary number-sign for house-

793,628

doors, the combination with a door-frame and
1ts transom, the latter bearing the usual sign-
number, of a casing secured to the lintel of
the door-frame in advance of the transom.
sald casing being open at its upper end and
provided with flanges for attachment to the

lintel and having at its lower front portion

an Inclined sign-panel visible from the door-
landing below, an electric lamp fixed to the
lintel and projecting into the casing, an elec-
tric eircuit in which said lamp is included,
and a switch for said circuit mounted on the
door-frame so as to be operated by a person
standing on the landing, substantially as de-
scribed. | | -

4. A sign of the character described com-
prising a casing open at the top and provided
at 1ts upper edge with attaching-flanges and
having its lower front portion cut away to
form an inclined opening, and a sign-panel
carried by the casing and exposed through
the opening. |

5. A sign of the character described, com-
prising a casing open at its top and provided
at 1ts upper edge with attaching-flanges, said
casing being obliquely cut away at its lower
front portion to form an opening and pro-
vided with holding means adjacent to said
opening, and a transparent panel exposed at

the opening and secured by the said holding

means. |

6. A sign of the character described com-
prising a casing open at its top and provided
at 1ts upper edge with attaching-flanges, said
casing being obliquely cut away at its lower
front portion to form an opening and pro-
vided with a slot communicating therewith at
the top of the opening and a panel adapted
to be inserted and removed through said slot
and supported within said casing and in rear
of the opening. |

7. A sign of the character described com-
'prising a casing open at the top and provided
at 1ts upper edge with attaching-flanges, said
casing being obliquely cut away at its lower
front portion to form an opening, the upper
and lower walls of the opening forming sup-
porting-flanges, the front of the casing also
being formed with a slot above the opening,
the upper wall of the slot being turned in-
ward parallel with the upper flange to form a
guide and holder, and a transparent sign-
panel adapted to be inserted and removed
through said slot and to rest at its lower edge

against the flange at the bottom of its open-

1ng and at its upper edge between the flanges
ot said guide and holder, substantially as de-
scribed.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature in

presence of two witnesses.
SAMUEL WILLARD AHAILT.

Witnesses:
Epwin Forrest HAYNER,
RoBErT M. CoOLLINS.
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