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To cll wehom 18 muay concerm:

Be 1t known that I, ALBErRT F. A. KiNg, a
citizenotf the United States, residing in Wash-
ington, District of Columbia, have invented
certain new and useful Improvements 1
Door-Knob Attachments, of which the fol-
lowing 1s a specilication.

Ordinarily door-knobs are attached to their
spindles by screws which extend transversely
through the spindle-sockets of the knobs and
through the spindles. Thescrewsoften work
loose and drop out, and thus the knobs are
detached and separated from the spindles
and the screws are often lost.

The object of my invention is to produce
simple, inexpensive, and -eflicient devices

which may be readily applied to door-knobs:

of usual construction already in use or to new
knobs and which will prevent the attaching-
screws from working loose or from separating
from the knobs.

While my improvements are especlally de-
siened for door-knobs of the usual type, they
are applicable to various kinds of knobs and
handies for doors, drawers, and other articles
having handles.

In carrying out my invention I provide a
shield or cover for the head of the attaching-
screw which is in the form of a split ring that
is adapted to be slipped endwise onto the
spindle-socket boss of the knob with the slot
or space between its ends over the screw-hole
in the boss, so that the screw may be readily
inserted to attach the knob to the spindle.
The ring is so constructed that it may be then
turned on the boss, so as to cover the screw-
head and bring the slot beneath the boss.
The ring has some resiliency and may be
made to grasp the boss tightly, so as to re-
main in the position to which 1t 1s set; but
preferably 1t 1s weighted at 1ts ends on oppo-
site sides of the slot, so that when 1t fits the
boss loosely the weights will hold the slot be-
low the boss bygravity,and thus always keep
the screw-head covered. The weights are so
formed as to provide handles by which the
ring may be conveniently manipulated.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 1s
a perspective view illustrating portions of a

i

my improvements are applied thereto, the
parts being separated in order to better 1llus-
trate the manner of assembling them. Ifig.
2 is a similar view with the parts assembled.

The knob or handle A, its socket-boss B,
and the spindle C are of usual construction.
The shield D is made of metal, preferably
brass, of a length substantially the same as
that of the boss B or of such length that 1t
has but little endwise movement on the boss.
The shield 1s in the form of a split ring, the
slot d extending from end to end of the ring
and being of greater width than the head ol
the attaching-screw li. The ring has some

elasticity, so that it may be sprung open

slightly to enable it to be slipped endwise on
the boss in case the boss is slightly greater in
diameter than the ring; but preferably the
interior diameter of the ring 1s somewhat
oreater than that of the boss, so that the ring
may slip easily onto the boss. The opposite
ends of the split ring on opposite sides of the
slot are weighted at ¢’ in any suitable way.
These weights provide handles by which the
device may be conveniently manipulated;
but their primary purpose is to hold the slot
below the boss and cause the solid portion of
the shield to cover the screw-head.

In applying the device the knob 1s first re-

moved from the spindle in the manner shown
in Fig. 1. Then the shield 1s shpped endwise
into the boss with the slot uppermost, as
shown at the right-hand side of Iig. 1, so as
to expose the screw-hole. Then the knob 1s
slipped onto the spindle and the screw 1s n-
serted through the slot and through the
screw-hole. When this 1s done, the parts
will appear as indicated at the right-hand
side of Fig, 1.  When the parts are thus con-
nected, the shield is turned until the weights
hang down and the slot 1s below the boss, as
indicated in Ig. 2. At this tume the screw
is covered by the solid part of the shield.
the screw tends to work loose, it will press
acainst the shield, and as the shield has very
slight movement laterally on the boss a ten-
ston will soon be obtained which will prevent
the screw from further movement. The
weights act efficiently to prevent the slotted
portion of the shield from uncovering the
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screw, and if the ring grips the boss this grip-
ping actlon also aids 1n preventing the shield
from moving.

The knob may be removed from the bpm-
dle, if desired, by first turning the shield
until the slot uncovers the screw, Then the
screw may be withdrawn and the knot slipped
off In the usual way.

The device is very simple in construction,
may be made at small cost, and may be ap-

hed to various kinds of knobs. It operates
efficiently and enables the user not only to
readlly withdraw or insert the attaching-
SCrew Whenever desired, but it effectwely
prevents the accidental separation of the
screw and the loosening of the knob.

I claim as my invention—

1. The combination with a knob or handle
1ts spindle and 1ts attaching-screw, of a shield
adapted to slip endwise onto the boss of the
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knob and which consists of a split ring
welghted at its slotted portion.

2. The combination of a knob or handle,
its spindle, and its attaching-screw, of a shield

adapted to slip endwise onto the boss of the

knob and which consists of a split elastic ring,

the slot of which 1s of greater width than the
screw-head and whlch 1s enlarged and weight-

ed on opposite sides of the slot.

3. Asanew article of manufacture, a shield
for covering the attaching-screw of a door-
knob, consmtmﬂ' of a 'split ring, enlarged and
Wewhted on oppc)Slte sides of the slot

In testimony whereof I have hereunto sub-
scribed my name.

ALBERT F. A. KING.

Witnesses: |
Davip RITTENHOUSE,
D. M. KiNDLEBERGER. C
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