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To all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that we, LaAureENcE HOBLERT
Tuckerand HowarD Apays MARSIHALL, citi-
zens of the United States, residing at Berkley,
in the county of Norfollk and State of Vir-
oinia, have invented new and useful Improve-
ments in a Combined Step-Ladder and Iron-
ing-Board, of which the following is a speci-
heation.

Our invention relates to combined step-lad-
ders and 1roning-boards designed for house-
hold nse and made convertible from a step-
ladder to an 1roning-board, and vice versa, at
the will of the user; and the invention consists
of the construction and the novel combination
of the parts of the same, as will hercinafter
more fully be described and claimed.

In the drawings hereto annexed and tform-
ing part of this specification, Figure 1is a
view 1n perspective of the device in the ex-
tended or open position when 1n use as a step-
lacdder,the ironing-board, 1ts supporting-legs,
and braces being in the inoperative positions
so far as the structure may be used as an iron-
Ing-board. Fig. 2 18 a view 1n perspective of
the device 1n the extended or open position
when used as an ironing-board. Fig. 3 isa

tront elevation of the structure when in use |

asanironing-board,showing the crossed braces
used for strengthening the legs of the ironing-
board frame, Fig. 41s a detail view showing
;L qmtion at the larger end of theironing-board

, the cross-piece 13, and the hinge 20, the
Ll.t,tf_,l being shown in the open or unfolded
position, the view being taken from the lower
tace of the 1roning-board. Fig. 5 is a detail
view of the lowerface of the 1roninge-board at
1ts upper or smaller end, showing the cross-
bar 14 and the spring-cateh 17, a pivoted pin
for the catch being illustrated at the lower
cnd of the latter.

Referring by numeral to the accompanying
drawings,1 designates the step-ladder proper,
which is provided with the uvsual top board
or cap-board 2 and which i1s provided with the
braced ironing-board” frame 3, which 1s pro-
vided at the upper ends of its side rails with
half-hinges 4, which conneet with or engage
half-hinges 5 at the upper ends and at the rear

cdges of the side rails 6 of the step-ladder.
The 1roning-board frame 3 serves as the legs
or support for the step-ladder when they are
open or extended for using the structure as a
step-ladder.

Pivoted braces 7 and 8 are connected with
the outer taces of the side rails 6 of the step-
ladder, their lower beveled ends 9 coming into
engagemontmth stop-pins 10, projecting out-
warcdly from the outer faces of said side rails
6 to hold said pivoted braces in alinement with
sald side rails 6 when the structure is in use
asastep- -ladder. However, when the structure
ts used to bring the ironing-board mto oper-
ative position these plvotod races T and Sare
brought 1nto use as supporting - legs, being
provided at their ends with notched plates or
hook-plates 11, projecting from the upper
ends of said pivoted braces 7 and 8, which
braces 7 and 8 then serve as legs for support-
1ng the board 12 in the position to beutilized
as an 1roning-board. The notched plates or
hooli-plates 11 when the device is adjusted to
the position for use as an ironing-board en-
oage with stop-pins 11%, projecting laterally
outward trom the parallel bars of the frame 3.

The 1roning-board 12 is connected at its
larger end to a cross-piece 13 of the support-

ing-frame, near the lower end of the latter,

by a hinge 20, which permits the board 12 to
be raised when the spring-cateh 17 has been
turned to release said board for that purpose,
after which the said spring-catch may be again
engaged with the cross-piece 14 to hold the
board 12 1n the locked position. The cross-
piece 14 is employed near the upper end of
satd supporting-tframe, and a top cross-brace
15 and a bottom cross-brace 16 are secured to
the outer edges of the rails of said supporting-
frame. Upon its under face, near its upper
or smaller end, the ironing-board 12 is pro-
vided with an angular pivoted spring-catch
17, which when said ironing-board is in the
closed position engages the upper cross-piece

14 of said supporting-frame or ironing-board

frame 3 and prevents said ironing-board 12
from being turned outwardly from its sup-
porting-frame when the structurceisin use as
a step-ladder.  When in use as an ironing-
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‘board, the angular spring-catch 17 may be

turned laterally on its pivotal point to release
it from engagement with the upper eross-piece
14 of said supporting-frame, and the ironing-
hoard may be turned to permit certain kinds

of clothes to be slipped thereon to be ironed

thereon, after which the spring-catch may be
returned to its holding or locking position.
It is obvious that the spring-catch may be dis-
encaged from its cross-piece and the ironing-

board raised upon its hinge 20 to permit the.
removal of the ironed fabric when the ironing

has been completed. .

An extra brace 18 is employed at each side
rail of the supporting-frame to strengthen the
device when used as an ironing-board, these
braces being pivoted to the side rails and pro-
vided with intersecting crossed braces 19,
which strengthen said braces, and may be car-
ried up or in against the front edges of the
side rails of the frame 3 when said braces or
supports are in the folded or closed position.
The ends of the braces 18 are provided on the
inner faces of their normally free ends with
metal plates 21, which are provided with
notches 221in their lower edgesand end notches
93 in their front ends, which may be brought

into engagement with laterally and outwardly
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projecting headed studs or pins 24 to hold the
structure first 1n the position for use as a step-
ladder, as shown in Fig. 1, or in position as
an ironing-board, as shown in Kig. 2. The
cross-braces 19, near the lower end of the
structure, are provided with angularly-bent

ends, which are inserted into seats 25 between

the plates 21 and the inner faces of the braces
18. while the diagonal brace-rods 19" engage
the outer faces of the pivoted braces 7 and 8
to hold the device in shape for use as an 1ron-
The brace-rods 19 and 19" are

hent at right angles at their terminalsand are

793,250

forced into seats formed in substantially the

outer faces of legs 7 8 18 of the structure. In
this connection it should be borne in mind
that the brace-rods 19 and 19* are removable,
so that whenin place or engagement with their
appropriate braces the structure may be used
asan ironine-board, but that when said brace-
rods have been removed the structure may
readily be converted into a step-ladder by
folding the braces 7 and 8 against the outer
faces of the sides of the ladder-frame.

Having thus fully described our invention,
what we claim, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, 1s—

The combination with a step-ladder of a
hinged supporting-frame connected at 1ts up-
per end with the upper end of said ladder by
half-hinges engaging half-hinges on said step-
ladder: stop-pins near the upper portions of
said supporting-frame, said stop-pins project-
ing from the outer faces of said supporting-
frame; supporting-legs hinged to the outer
faces of theside rails of said step-ladder, hooks
or catches at the inner ends of said support-

' ing-legs adapted to be engaged with and re-

leased from engagement with said stop-pins;
pivoted braces secured to the supporting-
frame near the lower ends of its side rails and
cross-braces connecting the legs of the sup-
porting-frame and the pivoted braces in pairs
to give stability to said structure; substan-
tially as specified.

In testimony whereof we have signed our
names to this specification in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses.

LAURENCE HOBLERT TUCKER.
HOWARD ADAMS MARSHALL.

Witnesses:
ArraUR G. McCoy,
(. A. THOMPSON.
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