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Lo all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, ATBION PARTIS WEEKS,
residing at Santa Cruz, in the county of Santa
Cruz and State of California, have invented

~certain new and useful Improvementsin Hold-

bhaclk Devices, of which the following is a
speelfication.

My invention relates to certain new and use-
tul improvements in holdback devices which
are more particularly adapted for use with
vehicles employing horse-detaching means to
prevent accidents to the oceupants of the ve-
hicles during runaways, and while my inven-
tion is particularly well adapted for use with
the type of horse-detaching mechanism dis-
closed in my copending application filed on
even date herewith, yet it may be used on
any vehicle either with or without such horse-
detaching means.

(renerically, my present invention includes
a breeching-holdback hook of a very simple,
cdurable, and easily manufactured construc-
tion which will readily serve its intended pur-
poses and which in its general make-up in-
cludes a plate adapted to be attached to the
vehicle-shafts, a hook integrally formed with
such plate and hifurcated to receive a lateh
member, which latch member is pivotally se-
cured to the hook between the bifurcated por-
tions thereof and includes a plate-engaging
end having its free end face beveled and also
provided at its free end with an aperture. At
1ts 1nclosed end the latch is formed with a
shoulder against which the breeching-ring
rests to hold the latch member in proper locked
position when the horse is holding back, a
spring being provided to aid in holding the
latch with its free end against the plate at all
normal times. |

With other objects in view than have here-
totore been enumerated the invention also in-
cludes certain novel construction, combina-
tion, and arrangement of parts, all of which
will be first described in detail and then spe-
ctfically pointed out in the appended claims,
reference being had to the accompanyling
drawings, in which—

Kigure 1 is a perspective view of my inven-
tion as applied for use. Fig. 2 is a vertical

section thereof. Fig. 31saplan view thereof, |

' Fig. 4 is a perspective view of the base-plate

and the bifurcated hook. TFig. 5 is a similar
view showing the latch member detached.
Fig: 6 1s aside elevation showing how the latch
member may be tied down when desired.
Referring now to the accompanying draw-
ings, in which like numerals and letters of
reference designate like parts in all of the
figures, 1 represents a base- plate, which is
acdapted to be secured to the vehicle-shaft S
by screws 1° passing through apertures 1” in
the base-plate or by any other convenient
means. Integrally formed with the base 1 is
a hook 2, comprising the same parallelly-dis-
posed side portions 2* 2%, spaced apart to leave
a passage-way 2" and to receive the latch 8 in
the passage-way between such portions 2* 2°.
The latch 8 is curved to correspond with
the curvature of the hook 2 and is pivotally
secured between the portions 2* 2* of the hool
on a pin 3™, as shown. At the free end the
latch 3 is beveled, as at 3°, to permit ready in-
sertion of the breeching-ring 5 hereinafter
agaln referred to and the latch 8 also has its
under edge 3” merging with the heel 3¢ to form
an angle to the front edge 3° of the heel 3* for
a purpose presently more clearly understood.
4 clesignates a spring member secured at
one end to the plate 1 and held with its free
end 4° engaging the under edge 3° of the heel
3" of the latch 3 to normally hold the latch

with 1ts free end in engagement with the base-
plate 1.

The free end of the latch 8 is apertured, as
at 3', to receive a securing-cord ¢, by means

of which the latch may be tied down, as clearl_y
shown in Fig. 6 of the drawings, whenever it

may be found desirable to do so—as, for in-
stance, when the device is used on vehicles
not employing horse - detaching mechanism
and where a positive connection between the
breeching -holdback and the vehicle-shafts
is required. When the latch is not tied down,
the aperture 3" serves as a convenient finger-
engaging portion to allow of lifting up of the
latch when harnessing or unharnessing the
horse to permit the ready insertion or with-
drawal of the breeching-holdback ring 5, be-
fore referred to.

So far as described the manner in which
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my invention operates can be best explained
as Tollows: After the plate has been secured
to the shafts it is only necessary to slip the
ring 5 of the holdback-strap under the bev-
cled edge 3%, as shown in dotted lines in Ifig.
9. when the ring will raise the latch and slip
into position. When the horse 1s holding
hack, the ring 1s hoi-d up against the front edge
39 of the heel 8¢ . and thereby prevents the
free end of the lateh being raised, as the pres-
sure on said heel portion due to the horse
pulling back serves to positively hold the
latch with its free end 1n tight engagement
with the plate. When my invention 1s used
in connection with other detaching devices
for releasing the traces, &c., and the horse
starts to run away, as the horse putls out from

theshaflts the rine will readily disconnect itself

from the hook during a forward pull thercot
and become readily released from the hook.

IFrom the foregoing description, taken n

connection with he accompanying drawings,
it is thought the advantages, operation, and
complete construction of my invention will
be readily understood by those skilled 1n the
art to which 1t appertains, and 1 desire to say
that slight changes i the detailed construc-
tion, arrangement, and design of the various
parts may be made without departing from
the scope of the invention or from the ap-
pended claims. |

Having thus deseribed my invention, what
I elaim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, 18—

1. A holdbhack comprising a base-plate, a
hook secured thereto, a latch pivotally mount-
ed in sald hook and having a free end pro-
jecting beyond sald hook TFor engacinge the
hase-plate, means carrvied by the base-plate
and engaging the latch to hold it with 1ts free
end against the plate, and means for securing
the lateh from movement, said Jast-named
means comprising a tle- cord passed through
an aperture in the free end of the lateh and
mound the base-plate.

A holdhack comprising a base-plate, a
pml_ of parallelly-disposed hook members 1n-
teerally formed with said plate, a latch piv-
otally secured to and between said hoolk mems-
hers, said Iatch having its free end beveled

and adapted to engage “the base- plate, a shoul-
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der on said lateh to be engaged by the hold-
baclk-strap ring to hold the lateh with its free
cnd against the hase- -plate, and a spring for
engaging the latch to HOII“I]JJ“S hold such
Froo end in engagement with its plate, said
latch having its free end apertured to torm
a finger-engaging portion, substantially a
shown and described.

3. A holdback comprising a base-plate, a
pair of parallelly-disposed hoolk members 1n-
teorally formed therewith, a Jatch pivotally
seeured to and hetween said hook members,
said lateh havine its free end beveled and
adapmd to engage the base-plate, said lateh
having a heel portion forming a shoulder to
be engaged by the holdbacl-strap ring to
hold the lateh with its free end against the
base-plate, a spring secur od to the base-plate
and engaging the Teel portion of the latch

par |

in engagement w1th the base-plate, said lateh
having its free end apertured to form a finger-
engaging portion, all being arranged subbta,n-
tially as shown and described.

4. A holdback comprising a base-plate, a
pair of parallelly-disposed hook members 1n-
teorally formed therewith and having themr

upper surfaces curved, a latch pwot‘llly S0

cured to and between said hook members,
said lateh having its upper surface curved on
the carve of the upper face of the hook mem-
bers to form a continuation thereof, said lateh
having its free end beveled and adapted to en-
onoe the base- -plate, said lateh having a heel
portion having a %hou]det to be enganod by
the holdback-strap ring to hold the latch with
its free end against the hase- plate, said latch-
heel having a beveled portion, a slit 1n the
hase-plate, a flat spring held 1n said
plate slit and against the beveled portion of
the heel of the latch for normally holding the
free end of the latch in engagement with the
base-plate, said lateh hamno its free end ap-
ertured to form a finger-engaging portion, all
being arranged 511bstlmt,mll_§ as shown and
described. |

ALBION PARIS WEEKS.

Witnesses:
Purrar FiNnpLey,
Criarnrs K. TowNg.
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