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To all whom it nuay concerm:

Be 1t known that I, Moses A. Hopgxins, a
citizen ot the United States, residing at Mal-
den, 1n the county of Middlesex and State of
Massachusetts, have invented new and useful
Improvements in Folding Squares, of which
the following 1s a specification.

This invention relates to an improved car-
penter’s square of that type adapted to be
folded so as to be conveniently carried in the
pocket or packed, with other tools, 1n a tool-
chest. |

The object of the invention is to provide a
square in which improved means are provided
for locking the blade of the square in opera-
tive position, which means are adjustable to
compensate for wear and prevent play of the

parts after the tool has been for a time in con-
tinuous use.

With this and other objects in view the in-
vention consists of the features of construc-
tion, combination, and arrangement of parts
hereinafter fully described, reference being
had to theaccompanying drawings, in which—

Flgure 1 is aside view of asquare embody-
ing my invention, showing the blade adjusted
and locked in position for use. Fig. 2 is a
tragmentary part-sectional part-elevational
view of the square, showing the blade folded
anc unfolded 1n full and broken lines, respec-
tively. Figs. 3 and 4 are sections taken, re-
spectively, on lines 8 3 and 4 4 of Fig. 2.

Referring now more particularly to the
drawings, 1 designates the handle or stock of
the square, which is cut away on one side to
form a rib 2 on one side of its longitudinal
center and a recess 3 on the other side of its
longitudinal center, said recess being adapted
to recelve the blade 4 when the latter is swung
to folded position, the blade corresponding in
thickness to the depth of the recess, so that
when folded its outer face will lie flush with
the face of the rib.

The stock has a reduced end extension 5,
which projects beyond the adjacent end of the
rib 2 and corresponds in thickness with the
recessed portion 3. The bladeis pivoted near
one end by a pivot-pin 6 to the stock at the
junction of said portions 3 and 5 and is re-

ed when the blade isunfolded or in operative
position to fit into the recess formed by the
portion 5 and abut against the contiguous end
of the rib.

In the upper rear edge of the stock a recess
7 1s formed to receive a spring-metal plate 8,
having a slot 9 for the passage of screws 10,
which enter the back of the stock and adjust-
ably secure the plate thereto. The outer or
upper end of the plate terminates in a spring
locking-dog 11, having a straight shoulder
12 extending at right angles thereto and a
beveled or inclined face 13. The edges of

the portion 5 and tongue are formed with

notches 13 and 14 to receive said dog, the
notches coinciding when the blade is fully un-
tolded, so that the dog will snap into the notch
14 and lock the blade 1n operative position.
Hach notch has a straight shoulder 15 and an
inclined face 16 and conforms to the shape of
the dog. By this structure the dog will be
forced back when the inner edge of the tongue
comes 1nto contact with the beveled face and
will snap into said recess, and the straight
shoulders of the parts will hold the blade firmly
locked until sufficient force 1s exerted to press
the dog back and allow the blade to be swung
free and to closed position.

In the course of time and after continuous
use of the tool the coacting parts of the lock
will become worn and render the connection
less secure. This may be compensated for by
adjusting the plate 8, which operation will also
regulate the spring action of the dog.

From the foregoing description, “taken in

connection with the accompanying drawings,
the construction and mode of operation of the
invention will be understood without a fur-
ther extended description.

Changesinthe form, proportions, and minor
details of construction may be made within the
scope of the invention without departing from
the spirit or sacrificing any of the advantatres

thereof.

Having thus described the invention, what
18 clmmed as New 15—

A square comprising a stock cut AaWay on one
side to form a rib on one side of its longitu-
dinal center and a recess on the other side of

50 duced at said end to form a tongue 4, adapt- | its longitudinal center, and also having at one
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end a reduced extension projecting beyond
the adjacent end of the rib and corresponding
in thickness with the recessed portion, a blade
pivoted near one end to the stock at the point
of Junction of said recessed portion and end
extension to fold within the recess flush with
the rib, said blade holding a tongue project-
ing from its pivoted end and adapted to fit
into the recess tormed by the said end exten-
sion and abut against the adjacent end of the
rib when the blade isunfolded, the said tongue
and end extension being formed with notches,
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a longitudinally-slotted spring-plate upon the
back of the stock having a dog to engage said
recesses, and screws passing through the slots
in the plate and into the stock and adjustably
securing the plate thereto, substantially as de-
sceribed.

In testimony whereof I afix my signature in
presence of two witnesses.

MOSES A. HODGKINS.

Witnesses:
BArTOLO (CAFARELILA,
JAaMEs I. STERLING.
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