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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Wirriam OT1is BeLL, re-
siding at Los Angeles,.in the county of Los
Angeles and State of California, have invent-
ed certain new and useful Improvements in
Rule Holders, of which the following is a
specification.

My mventlon rela,tes to pockets or holders
for receiving and retaining rules and the like

‘which are a,depted to be attached to the clothes

- of the operator and which are so constructed
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as to prevent the rule falling out of the holder

when the operator is at work.
~ This invention seeks to provide a device of

this character of a very simple and effective
construction and which can be easﬂy and
cheaply made.

The invention includes certain novel struc-
tural arrangement and combination of parts,
all of which will be first described in detail
and then specifically pointed out in the ap-
pended claims, and illustrated in the accompa-
nying drawings, by reference to which 1t will
be seen tha,t— - E

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my inven-
tion as applied for use. Fig. 2 is a perspec-
tive view of my invention, on an enla,rtred
scale, the rule being removed. Kig. 3 1s a

vertical cross-section thereof, ehow1n<r the |-

rule being inserted in full lines and in its in-
serted position'in dotted lines. Fig. 41s a
horizontal section on the lines 4 4 of Fig. 2.
Fig. 5 1s a similar view on the line 5 5 of Hig.
2. Kig. 6 is a cross-section on the line 6 6 of
Fig. 2. Fig. 71is a view of the blank from
which my holder is formed.

Referring now to the accompanying draw-
ings, In which like numerals and letters of ref-

erence indicate like parts in all of the figures,
it will be seen that the holder 1 consists of a

back plate 1%, terminating in the upwardly-
extending end 1°, whose extreme end 1°isbent
over to form a transverse tubular hinge mem-

ber to receive the U-shaped securing member |
2. This member 2 consists of a pair of inte-
ﬂ*rally-formed pins 2* 2* and a transverse con-

necting portion adapted to pass through the
tubular member 1% The pins 2* 2° extend
the full length of the plate 1° end are ar-

Integrally formed with the plate 1* are the
side portions 1° 1°, which are cut away, as at
1%, to lighten the weight of the holder.
side portions 1° are formed with forwardly-
projecting portions 1° 1% for a purpose pres-
ently exp]elned

The plate 1 is formed with a lower exten-
sion adapted to be bent over at right angles
thereto to form the bottom 1" of the holder 1,
and the said bottom 1" is cut away, as at 1““L
both to lighten the construction of the holder

as well as to permit the hinge » of the rule R

to pass therethrough.
Projected upw.a,rdly from the bottom 1" and

| renﬁ'ed to interlock with the wuerds 191% 50
_Stamped out of the plate 1* near its lower end.

The
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formed integrally therewith is the front por-

tion 1", which terminates in the upwardly
curved or flared portion 1°, which portion 17
cooperates with the forwerdlv—prmectmﬁ' por-
tions 1% 1% of the sides 1° 1%,

The bottom 1* and the front portions 1* 1?
are soldered or otherwise secured to the sides
1° 1° to form a pocket therewith at the lower
portion of the holder to receive the lower end
of the rule R, whose hinge portion 7 projects
through the bottom aperture, as shown in
Kig. 1 and as heretofore mentioned.

At the upper ends 1 1* the sides 1° 1° are
bent over to form spring catch members 1* 17,

‘whose extreme portions are outwardly flared
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to permit of the rule being placed in the

holder and snapped into position. The catch
members 1" 17 are formed by bending over the
edges of the side portions, as clearly shown in
Kig. 6. To give the ends 1 1* the required

strength, I form the same with transverse

ribs 17 17, stamped therein, and after the side
portions have been bent to form the catch
members 17 1* the sald bent portions may be

‘soldered to prevent them becoming acciden-

tally displaced or bent out of shape during the
operation of the device.

In pra,etlee the rule is inserted with its lower
end in the pocket at the lower end of the
holder (see Fig. 3) and then moved in the di-

1o
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rection of the arrow in Fig. 8 and snapped

into the position shown in Fig. 1 and in dot-

 ted lines 1n Kig. 3.
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In Fig. 7T have shown the blank from which
my improved holder is formed after it has
been stamped out and before bending into its
final shape.

The holder can readily be secured to the
garment of the operator by the pins 2* 2* and
held in such position as long as the pins have
their ends engaging with the guard or lock
members 1% 1° hereinbefore referred to.

To remove the rule from the holder, 1t is

only necessary to pull the same out in the di-

rection of the dotted arrow in Fig. 3.

K¥rom the foregoing description, taken in
connection with the accompanying drawings,
1t 18 thought the complete operation, construc-
tion, and many advantages of my invention

will be readily understood by those skilled in’

the art to which it appertains, and I desire to
say that slight changes in the arrangement,
design, and construction of parts may be made
without departing from the scope of the in-

- vention or the appended claims.

Having thus described my invention, what

I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-

25

ent, 15—
1. A rule-holder comprising an elongated
back plate and side plates, an apertured bottom

- and a short upwardly-extending front plate to
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~ back plate having an extension bent at right .

torm a pocket at the lower end of the back
plate, said upwardly-extending front plate
having its upper edge outwardly flared, said
side plates having their upper ends formed
into catch members, and means for securing
the holder to a garment.

2. A rule-holder formed of a sheet-metal
blank and comprising a back plate having its
upper edge turned over to form a pin-receiv-
ing member, a pin passed therethrouch, said

791,864

angles thereto to form a bottom, and an up-
wardly-projecting portion projecting from the
bottom to form a front portion, said front
portion having its upper edge outwardly
flared, side members, said side members, said
back plate and said bottom and front portions
torming a pocketat the lower end of the holder
to receive one end of the rule, said side mem-
bers having their upper portions formed into
catch portions, and said side members being
cut away between the catch portions and the
pocket substantially as shown and described.

3. A rule-holder formed of a sheet-metal
blank and comprising a back plate having its
upper edge turned over to form a pin-receiv-
Ing member, a pin passed therethrough, said
back plate having an extension bent at right
angles thereto to form a bottom, and an up-
wardly-projecting portion projecting from the
bottom to form a front portion, said front
portion having its upper edge outwardly

flared, side members, said side members, said

back plate and said bottom and front portions
forming a pocket at the lower end of the holder

‘to receive one end of the rule, said side mem-

bers having their upper portions formed into
catch portions and said side members being
cut away between the catch portions and the
pocket, and guard members stamped from the
blank to receive the pin ends, said catch por-
tions being provided with ribs, and said hot-
tom being cut away to permit the hinge of
the rule to project therethrough, substantially
as shown and for the purposes specified.

WILLIAM OTIS BELL.

Witnesses:
CARRIE A. TAYLOR,
W. E. SAWTELLE.
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