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Lo all whom it may concern: |
Be it known that I, Jagper N. Higrony-

- MUS, a resident of Fairbury, in the county of

Livingston and State of Tllinois, have invent-
ed certain new and useful Improvements in

Fruoit-Jar Sealers; and I do hereby declare
- the following to be a full, clear, and exact de-

scription of the invention, such as will enable
others skilled in the art to which it appertains
to make and use the same. -
‘My invention relates to an improved fruit-
jar sealer, the object of the invention being to

provide a device of this character which will

enable the cap or cover of a jar to be screwed

down tight or removed and, further and most

important, will effectually iron or smooth out
the flange at the bottom of the cap or cover
and insure a smooth even contact throughout
of the flange with the gasket and compel the
latter to snugly fit the jar. |
The flanges at the edge of jar-caps from va-
rious causes curl up, become indented, and
provide an uneven surface to contact with the
gasket, and my improved device is designed

to iron out the flange and make a perfectly

alr-tight joint. - |
With these objects in view the invention con-
sists in certain novel features of construction
and combinations and arrangements of parts,
as will be more fully hereinafter described,

“and pointed out in the claims.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is

a perspective view illustrating my improved

devicein operative position. Fig. 2isa view
of the device removed, and Figs. 3, 4, and 5
are views of modifications. | :

1 represents a jar having a screw-threaded
upper end to receive a threaded cap or cover
2, and 3-is a rubber gasket around the shoul-
der of the jar and between the cap and jar,
all such as are well known and in -common
use. The cap 2 has an annular groove 4
around its upper end and is provided with an
annular flange 5 at its bottom edge to rest on

the gasket 8, and it is this flange 5 which be-
-comes curled, notched, or otherwise uneven

in use and requires smoothing before a per
fect air-tight joint can be effected. |

f

l

One form of my improved device, asshown

1in Figs. 1-and 2, comprises a metal wire or
rod of any suitable metal or composition, but.
preferably of a Bessemer rod coppered. The

rod or wire between its ends is bent into cir- - -

cular form, as shown at 14, to partially en-
circle the cover and when sprung into groove.

4 will turn freely therein. One end, 6, of the
rod extends out straight, forming a handle,

which is longer than end 6, projects outward,
forming a handle, and is then bent under and
back, as shown at 8, and is bent downward,

forming a presser-foot 9, which in normal po- -
sition rests against flange 5. In Figs. 1 and
2 this lower inwardly-bent portion 8 and foot
9 are bent laterally to dispose the foot about

midway between the handles, while in Fig. 3

‘the foot is directly below handle 7 and may

be at any position between these points or-at
any other point where it will perform the
functions of ironing or rendering smooth the
flange 5 when the device is turned about the

Jar and downward pressure applied on the

handle.

55

i as shown, and the other end, 7, of the rod,

60

With the construction above described 'the_ |

‘presser-foot is on the free end of a spring

75

member, which permits the presser-foot to

yield when it meets an obstruction and at all
times to bear with a yielding pressure, thus

preventing injury to the jar or cap due to the

application of too much forece.

~Inthe modification shown in Fig. 4 the arms -
6. and 7 are alike and a sheet-metal shoe 10 is
securely riveted to arm 7, and in the form

shown in Fig. 5 a cast-metal handle 11 is pro-
vided with a socket 12 to receive shortened

arm 7 and has a depending shoe 13 integral

with the handle.

In operation after a jar is filled the cover is
screwed thereon by hand, and the circular por-
tion 14 of my improved sealer is then sprung
into the groove 4 and when the arms 6 and 7
are pressed toward each other will firmly
clamp the cap or cover and permit the latter
to be tightly screwed down. Then by exert-
ing a downward pressure on the handles 6
and 7 and turning them around the cover the

80
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2.

flange 5 at the lower edges will be ironed out
smooth and insure a perfectly air-tight con-
nection with the gasket.

A great many changes other than those
shown and described might be made in the
general form and arrangement of the parts
described without departing from my inven-
tion, and hence I would have it understood

 that I do not restrict myself to the precise de-

10

20

tails set forth, but consider myself at liberty
to make such slight changes and alterations
as fairly fall within the spirit and scope of
my 1nvention.

Having fully described my invention, what
I claim asnew, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, 15— |

1. A device of the character described, com-
prising a rod or wire bent into circular or
curved formation between its ends, the ends
being bent outwardly forming handles, and

791,46%

one handle being bent inwardly and its end

| downwardly to engage the flange of the cap

or cover.

9. A device of the character described, com-
prising a rod or wire bent into circular or
curved formation between its ends, the ends
being bent outwardly forming handles, one
handle being bent inwardly and diagonally to-
ward the other handle and then downwardly
to form a presser-foot to engage the flange of
the cap or cover, the said presser-foot resting
normally in a plane between the two handles.

In testimony whereof 1 have signed this

specification in the presence of two subscrib-
Ing witnesses.

JASPER N. HIERONYMUS.

Witnesses: o
ADELBERT D. WESTERVELT,
PearL J. HAWK.
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