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 SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 791, 451, dated June 6, 1905,
' Annlwatmn filed September 8, 1904, Werial No 223, 797

bo all whom Lt My COnCeri:

Be it known that I, Vicror HENRY CANHAM,
dry-goodsbuyer,a subJect of His Majesty chr

Kdward VII, residing at Gruelph, in the countv |

of Welllncrton and Provmce of Ontario, Do-
minion of Canada, have invented a new or Im-

- proved Dressmaker’s Fitting-Stand, of which

- the following is a specification.
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The object of this invention is a stand upon

~which ladies and girls may stand while the
‘skirts of dresses are

i

tted, the outer rim or
edge of the stand being movable in a vertical
direction and - capable of being raised to any
suitable height above the. level of the central
part of the top of the stand upon which the
customer 1is standing and can be secured at
any desired height, so as to form a guide for
the eye of the dressma,ker in getting the bot-
tom of the skirt level.

It consists of a low %and supported on legs

of suitable length carrying arigid statlona,rv
platform at'its center, while the surrounding
part of the platform, forming a wide outer
edge, rim, or border to the stationary central
platform, can be elevated, preferably by rock-
ing levers, to any desired height and held in
position by means of a clutch, pawl, or any
other suitable mechanism, a scale and polnter
being provided to measure in inches the level
of the bottom of the skirt from the floor.

Reference is had to the accompanying sheet
of drawings, in which—

Figure 1is a perspective view of my new

or improved fitting-stand In normal position

ready for the customer to take her place there-
on. Fig. II is the same with the wide outer
edge or border elevated. Fig. IIIis a sec-
tional view showing the elevating mechanism.
Fig. 1V 1s a bottom view showing the oper-
ating and elevating levers. Fig. V is a side
view of a sheet-metal clutch and spring for
retaining the elevated rim or border at any
desired height. Fig. VI is a top view of the
same, and Flﬂ‘ V1lis a detall view of the gage

-and pomter for determining the height of the

elevated rim or border.
Slmﬂ&.‘[‘ letters of reference indicate 51m11ar
parts in all the drawings.

In Figs. I, 11, 111, and IV, A is the central

while the skirt of the dress is being fitted. It
1s perfectly rigid and stationary, supported

by supplement_ary legs Li L, so that the cus-

tomer need not feel nerw)us upon stepping
on the same, and. being elevated above the
level of the floor of the room is in a conven-
ient position for the dressmaker to fit the
skirt. B is the wide movable rim, edge, or
border surrounding the stationary platform

“A. Normally it rests on the frame C of the
stand and is then on a level with the station-

ary platform. It is capable of being raised
in a vertical direction by means of four wire
rods M M M M, one under each corner, which
are carried on the ends of the elevating-levers
E E B K. The dotted lines in Fig. II show

1ts position when elevated for use as a guide

to the eye in getting the skirt to hang level.

- The frame C of the stand is supported by

four short legs, and an extra folding leaf N
| can be hinged thereto, as shown in Fig. 1, for

use when 2, dress with a train 1s bemcr ﬁtted

This leaf is supported by folding lecrs in the

usual manner.
‘Underneath the stationary platform A four

short fulerum-posts F ¥ F F, corresponding

1n position to the four corners of the platform,
project downward, as shown in Figs. III and
IV. 1In these posts the rocking elevating le-
ver-bars K K K K are pivoted.. These lever-
bars radla,te from the center, their outer ends
sliding in vertical grooves G & ( (&, one in
each corner of the frame C of the stand as
shown in Fig. IV, and carry the wire rods
MMM M, which in turn carry and serve to
raise and lower the outer rim, edge, or border
B of the stand. The inner ends of the lever-
bars I E I It are stepped and interlock the
one with the other underneath the center of
the stationary platform A and are connected
by means of a suitable link, to the main oper-
ating-lever H, which is hinged to the middle

-of one of the sides of the stand. The other

end of the operating-lever H carries a spring

J, Figs. V and VI, bearing on the clutch K,

which 1s loosely mounted on the projection P
on the handle of the operating-lever. This

cluteh 1s provided with two holes just large

enough to allow the wires of the statmnary
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tail Figs. V and VI, to pass when the clutch
K 1s depressed by means of its heel 2. When
released, the weight of the wide outer rim,
edge, or border B of the stand lifts the handle
of the operating-lever H and, assisted by the
spring ., causes the clutch to tilt so that the
holes therein grasp firmly the wires of the
loop passing through them, arresting the up-
ward motion of the handle of the operating-
lever H, and consequently the downward mo-
tion of the wide rim, edge, or border B of the
stand, at any desired point.

On one of the sides of the stand, preferably
the front, a gage QQ, divided into inches and
half-inches, is attached to the elevating rim,
edge, or border B, Figs. I and II and in de-
tall in Fig. V11, while a corresponding pointer
R 1s fixed upon the frame C. This serves to
measure the height in inches of the bottom
of the skirt from the floor.

In practice the customer, having stated
what length she wishes the skirt, steps upon
the stand and takes her position on the cen-
tral stationary platform. The dressmaker
then depresses the projecting handle of the
operating-lever. which in turn pulls down the
inner ends of the elevating lever-bars E E
K E, causing their outer ends carrying the
wire lifting-rods M M M M to rise by means
of the fulcrum-posts F F F T, thus elevating
the outer rim, edge, or border of the stand
untll the pointer R registers the required
height on the gage Q, the clutch K engaging
with the wires of the controlling-loop O at
any point at which the operating-lever is re-
leased. The skirt of the dress is then fitted
and leveled by the operator using the ele-
vated rim or edge as a guide for the eye. The
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operator then grasps the handle of the oper-
ating-lever H and at the same time compresses
to 1t the projecting heel of the cluteh XK, thus
releasing the wires of the loop and permitting
the handle of the operating-lever to rise. while
the outer rim, edge, or border of the stand
sinks to the level of the central platform A.

Any other suitable mechanism may be used
tor elevating the outer rim, edge, or border
of the stand or for retaining it at any desired
point without affecting the principle of my
invention—that is, a stationary rigid platform
for the customer to stand on while the dress
1s being fitted, the surrounding outer rim,
edge, or border being movable in a vertical
direction, so as to be capable of being elevated
in order to assist in fitting the skirt. The
central platform may be round or in any other
suttable shape, and the whole or any part of
the stand may be made of any suitable mate-
rial.

What I claim, and desire to secure Letters
Patent for, 1s—

In a dressmaker’s fitting-stand, a rigid cen-
tral platform, a vertically-moving rim portion
surrounding said platform, levers operatively
connected to said movable rim portion for ele-
vating or depressing the same, a hand-lever
operatively connected to said levers, and a
clutch mechanism for arresting said hand-
lever at any desired point.

Intestimony whereof I havesigned my name
to thisspecification in the presence of two sub-
seribing witnesses.

VICTOR H. CANHAM.

Witnesses:

D. H. Barrow,
A. C. OsSBORNE.
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