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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, SteprENT. KANE, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Newark,
in the county of Essex, in the State of New Jer-
sey, have invented new and useful Improve-
ments in Stropping-Machines, of which the
tollowing is a specification.

This invention resides in certain features of |

construction set forth in the following speci-
fication and claim and illustrated in the an-
nexed drawings, in which— k _
Figuie 11isa plan view of the stropper mov-
ing one way. Fig. 2 shows the same mov-
ing in the opposite direction. Fig. 8isan end
view of Fig. 1. - Fig. 4 is a like view of Fig.
2. Fig. 5 is a section along # #, Fig. 2.
Inthe drawings isshown a frame «, to which
a handle can be attached or which in itself can
form a handle or be clasped by the operator.
A stem is shown at 4 and a flexible connection
at ¢. Thisconnection is of any suitable kind.
Catgut or thong or flexible wire or stout du-

rable cord or other material cin be made to

answer. Instead of only one string or con-
nection, as shown, two or more connections or
strands can be applied. . |

The connection is coiled about the stem and
extends in opposite directions therefrom to
the handle. At the place where the connec-
tlon engages the stem the latter can be corru-
gated or roughened for giving the connection
a hold or friction or forming a drum portion
on the stem for the coil of the connection.

The stem can swing as well as rock or ro-
tate with respect to the handle, the connection
or joint of the stem to the handle or frame be-
ing sufficiently loose. -

The stem is adapted to support a razor-blade
d. A safety-razor blade or other kind can be
operated on. The blade-holding portion ¢ can
be either formed on or fixed to the stem or re-
movably slipped or mounted on the stem.

The blade is laid on the strop # and the han-
dle or machine moved back or forth. On mov-

Ing 1n the direction pointed out by the arrow
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along the strop in Fig. 1 the heel of the blade

moves in advance of the edge, so that such

edge is sharpened. or cannot catch or cut into
the strop. On reversing, the stem 2 SWIngs
toward the opposite branch or shank of the
handle, as seen in Fig. 2, and such swing of
the stem causes the latter under the strain or
pull of connection ¢ to rock or throw the edge
of the blade over to the position shown in Fig.
2. " As the movement along the strop is now
1n the opposite direction, as shown by the ar-
row on the strop in Fig. 2, the edge again fol-
lows after the blade-heel and the opposite face
of the blade is ground or stropped.

The bail or U shape frame shown has been
found practical; but other shapes can be used.
The stem is shown loosely connected or jointed

55

6o

to the center or bow portion of the frame, and

the connection ¢ is attached to the
tions of the-handle or frame.

A cross piece or part ¢ forms a brace or rest
along which the stem can roll or swing back
and forth. This part gis shown with the edge

shank por-

that contacts with the stem located between

the edges or top and bottom boundary of the

frame @, so that the stem does not project

above or beyond the width of the material or

strip composing frame a.

~The cross part or guard ¢ can be made
straight, curved, or arc-shaped and acts as a,
guard, as in butting against the strop the part
g prevents the handle being pushed or moved
over or onto the strop. = -

‘What Iclaim as my invention, and desire to
secure by Letters Patent, is— '
A razor-stropper consisting of a wide strip
of material bent substantially U-shaped and
preserving parallelism of its two longitudinal
edges, a brace member abutting against and
secured to the ends of said strip for preserv-
Ing said strip substantially U-shaped, said
member of less length than said strip, a flexi-
ble connection having its ends attached to said
strip of material at a point slightly removed

from said brace and formed with loops inter-
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mediate its ends, and a blade-carrying stem | my hand in the presence of two subscribing
arranged within and projecting from said U- | witnesses.
shaped strip of material, resting upon said

r T h
brace, extending through said loops, and hav- STEPHEN T. KANK.
5 ing its rear end journaled in the bend of said Witnesses:
strip approximately centrally thereof. EFrep. N. HOFFMANN,

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set - CHas. K. PoENSGEN.
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