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Ta all whom it m-a,y concern: )

Be it known that I. Louis Duvar, ef New--'
~t-:m ‘county of Mlddlesex, State of Massachu-
- setts, have invented an Improvementin Shoe-
~Fastenings, of which ‘the following descrip- |
- ~tilon, in eonneemon with the accompanying
dramn os, is a specification, like eharaeters on

~ the drawmgs representing like parts.

t; .ID

- Thisinvention relates to 1mpr0ved shoe fas-"
tenings adapted to be employed in léu of the |
usual strings, buttons, &c., and has for its ob-
-ject to construct a faetemncr which may be
easily and quickly operated is exceedingly

~flexible for the ease and comfort of the wearer,

Fig. 9

Fig. 8.is a transverse sec-
tion of the fastemn,q, taken on the dotted line

'3:3, Fig. 1. Fig. 4 is an enlarged detail of-
| the tongue-—retammg strip.- Fig..51s a viewof
one of the ingomplete rings employed inform- |
‘ing the tongue-retaining strip. Figs. 6 and.
- Tare sectional details representing the manner:
* - of making the tongue-retaining strip. TFig. |
.8 1s'a sectional detall of the tono*ue—retammﬂ' |

'- ‘strip, taken ab a point between two of the in-

. _.’____3'1;:;

- The tongue-retaining strip herein shown con-.
~* sists'of a series of small mcomplete rings ¢,

- --entu'ely inclosed within a strip.¢’ of leather
. or other suitable material, the openings of-
said rings being arrana'ed all at the same side’
. of the strip and all in alinement to thereby |
- provide a retaining groove or guideway.
“'rétaining-strip may be made In:many different

45

| 50 sm:nple way of makmg 1t the strlpc ef leather | 18 ﬁrst drawn mto the lower end ef the two I 0@

. ;.'_:igigf';.if'f;.of the shoe.

complete rings. " Fig.

‘a:and b represent the usual quarter-pieces

ing strips are made alike, or substantlallv S0.

ways and yet embody my invention; but asa

| '.r

1 is placed upen a red or bar d (bee Fw* 6 ) |
‘Then the incomplete rings ¢ are. shpped onto---;-. .
Then the free edgesof the: :
¢ are turned back and over the rlngs,"{':.f--':‘- '
(see Fig.-7,) and said free edges are then
stitched towether therebv entirely inclosing .
the rings and prevldmg a retaining-strip with
‘alongitudinal groove which extends fromend
to end of the retalmna'-strlp The str1p, with

9 18 a detail of one of
. the small pieces whmh is inclosed in the tongue
.. “:toform‘one of the projections thereon.
o .;'_;-:';f_-_'f}'10 is a detail showing a portion of the tongue.

Fig.

To the frontedge of each quar-
ST ter- -piece a flexible tongue-retammg strip is
'_f'_'_',_--._'.,secured ‘which extends from the top of the
- shoe or its quarter-piece to the lower end of |
- -the usual front opening.  The tongue-retain-

"The .

_the strip to the vamp.

strip

rings.-

sald bar endmse

the inclosed rings, is then removed or with- ¢
| drawn from the bar (see Fig.8) and is-ready = .
to be applied to the shoe by attaching the

stitched edges of the strip to the front edge' L

of ‘one of the. quarter-pieces b, as shown in
and securely holds the quarter—pleees of the 1

.'ehoe together. . |
" Figurelshowsin perspeetwe a shoe havmo“

A fastenmfr embedymg my invention.
1sa 31m11am view, the tastemng being with--
-drawnp or. undone..

Fig. 4, and by attaching the lower end ¢ of
To hold. the several

TIngs separated substantially equal distances =
apart, one or more stitches.¢* may be passed -
'throucrh the material of the strip between the
"The retaining-strip thus eonstrueted”
is exeeedmo*ly flexible, as a flexible. Joint 18 -

'.70‘ .

formed. between each ring and the rmcrs are,j"

arrancred quite close. together. -

I de not limit my invention to the preclse_

“form shown., as I desire to includesuch modi-
fications .as come mthm the seope of my m—'

vention. = ~ -
-The - tongue ¢ 1s made as an mdependent

’plece—-—-that is to say, 1t 1s not attached tothe
shoe-upper and it 1s prowded alono* eachside
edge with a series of projections ¢, (see Fig.
.10,) adapted to be drawn into the groove or -

8¢c

guideway of the tongue-retaining strlp, the -

‘ends of the tongue formmtr tabs adapted to
| be engaged by:the wearer for the purposé of-
pulling the tongue up or down
-may be provided with as many of these pro-

“The tongue

jections as desired; yet+they are made short, *

‘so that a large number may be employed, in

order that, the tongue will be perfectly flexi- go

_ble throughout. its length. - "The- pro;;ectlons |

are formed by placing small pieces & of wood

otherwise held in place.
entirely inclosed between the layers compoe—-
ing the tongue.: Theupper end of the tongus .

or other material bétween the two layers of =
,materlal composing the tongue and holding
them in place by stitchespassing through the
tongue around the pieces, Or thesr may be
The pieces¢’are thus:
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- place, and the shoe is then

>

tongue-retaining, strips, so as to hold it in
drawn onto the

.. foot. Then the tongue is pulled up, the pro-

1G

- tened by merely drawing up the tongue or
~untastened by drawing it down. .
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- alinement to present a tongue - recelving

Jections thereon following along in the gTOOvVes
or guideways of - the tongue-retaining strips |
until the upper end of the tongue is brought

up to the upper end of the retaining-strips.

- The tongue is held in the retaining-strips by
Arietion. . '

It will be seen that the shoe -may'be' fas-

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim asnew, and desire to-secure by Letters
Patent, is— - | |
1. A shoe-fastening. comprising - a pair of

flexible tongue-retaining strips attached to |
the shoe-upper, each strip comprising a se- .

ries of 1ncomplete rings, entirely inclosed
within a covering and held separated and in

791,332

groove or guldeway, and a flexible tongue

having projections along its edges adapted to
enter the groove or guideway in.said Strips,
substantially as deseribed. -

2. A shoe-fastening comprising a pair of
flexible tongue-retaining strips attached to
the shoe-upper, each having a longitudinal
tongue-receiving groove or guideway, and a
flexible tongue having along each side edge a

-series of pieces entirely inclosed by the ma-
‘terial composing the tongue which form pro-

Jections, adapted. to enter sald grooves or

guideways, substantially as described.
Intestimony whereof-I have signed my name

to this specification in the presence of two sul-

seribing witnesses. - |
| | LOUIS DUVAL.

- Witnesses: = S |

B. J. Novyugs,

Maup M. Pirkr.
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