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ROBERT YoARUM, a citi-
States, and a resident of
Houston, in the county of Harris and State of
Texas, have invented g new and Improved
Folding Coop, of which the following is a full,
exact description. . o
This invention relates to folding coopsused

Be it known that I,

for the transportation of poultry, such as live |

fowls, from one point to another by boat or
rail, and has for its object to provide novel
details of construction for a folding COOp
which render it very substantial either when
erected for service or when folded into a com-
pact package and enable the produetion of the

The invention consists in certain novel fea-

- tures of construction and com bination of parts,

20

- taken substantially

_30

which are hereinafter described, and indicated
in the claims, .
_ Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of this specification,
in which similar characters of reference indi-
cate corresponding parts in all the figures.
Figure 1 is g perspective view of the im-
proved coop erected for use. Fig. 2 is a lon-
gitudinal sectional view of the coop folded,
on the line 2 92 in Fig. 3.
Fig. 3 is an end view of the coop folded seen
in the direction of the arrow z 1n Fig. 2.
Fig. 4 is a plan view of the coop-body erect-

- ed, the top wall being removed. Fig. 5 is an

~ enlarged detail view in part
the coop, showing a side and

35

end wall erected
and a securing device for holding said walls
together at a corner: and F

verse sectional view of the erected COOp com-

~ plete, taken substantially on the_ line 6 6 in

40

Fig. 1. .
The bottom 10 of J _
gular edgewise and is shown having greater

length than width: but, if preferred, the bot-

- tom and the coop-body may be square in con-
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thin light strong

tour. “The bottom 10, is usually formed of
boards that are held Joined

o

of the body of

the coop-body is rectan-

[
)

1g. 6 is a trans- |

the bottom boards

walls are of less area than

for each end wall

| The other leaf of each pair

on the end-wall frame to which

together edgewise by the ‘batten-strips 102,
which extend lengthwise on the under side of
near opposite edges and
are thereto secured by any preferred means.
Two similar end walls and two duplicate side
walls are provided, all being _
like manner, with the exception that the end
the side walls., =

The end walls of the body consist of a pair
of rectangular wooden frames 11, that receive
between them g, screen-wire-cloth filling-piece
12, said border-frames being secured together
1n a durable manner, thus producing licht
strong walls that are mainly reticular. The
end walls for the coop-body are respectively
hinged upon the bottom 10, at each end there-
of, and, as shown
1s formed, preferably, of

5‘0
constructed in g
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in Kig. 3, the hinge-joint -

two pairs of hinge-leaves @ a, one leaf of each

pair being affixed upon the lower transverse
rails of the border-frames 11, near o
ends of said rails, so that the
ends of said hinge-leaves project outward.
of leaves ¢ is se-

cured on the bottom 10, adjacent to the one

it is comple--

pposite -
scrollis on the

70

mentary, and the scrolls or tubulations on a]l

hinge-leaves ¢ for an end wall are alined with
each other. A pintle-rod @', formed of wire,
is inserted through each sef of alined serolls
on the hinge-leaves ¢ and is secured in place
by upsetting its

Qhe bottom wall 10.
In

coop-body with
It will be seen

wall-frame 11,

ing seats for said lower edges when the end
walls are rocked upward into parallel vertical

planes, and, as shown in Fig. 2, the end walls
of the body may be folded so as to lie flat upon

| the_bottom 1f turned mwardly or toward each

75

ends, which completes the . :
hinged connection for each end wall of the

80
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2.

Above the batten-strips 10°, along and near |

each of the side edges of the bottom 10, a set
of short posts 13 are erected on sald bottom
piece having an equal height that 1s slightly
oreater than the thickness of the end walls or
the height of the upper surfaces of these walls
when they are folded upon the bottom piece 10.

The side walls of the
structed similarly to the end walls therefor,
each side wall consisting ot two wooden border-
trames 14, between which 1s held a screen-
cloth filling-piece 15, clamped near its rectan-
oular margin between said border-frames, that

are secured together by suitable means, such

20

30

35

40

55

60

asscrews orclenched nailsdriven therethrough

at different points, and the ends of the frames
may be covered by batten-strips, such as 14"
(Shown in Figs. 1 and 5.)

Upon each post 13 one leaf ¢ of a hinge 1s
secured, as is indicated, on two opposite posts
in Fig. 3, a mating leaf being secured on the
lower edge of the border-frame for a respec-
tive side wall adjacent to each hinge-leat on
a post. The scrolled onds on each hinge-leaf
~ for each side wall of the coop are alined, and
‘1 said alined scrolls for each hinged connec-
tion a pintle-rod ¢ is inserted and secured at
its ends, which completes the jointed attach-
ment for each side wall upon a respective set
of posts 13. It will be seen that the scrolls
and pintle-rods for the hinged connections be-
ing located at the inner lower corners of the
side walls of the coop said side walls areadapt-
od to be folded inwardly and upon the end
walls when the latter are disposed flat upon
the bottom wall 10, as is shown in Kig. 3.

The height of the end walls and side walls
's so relatively proportioned that their up-
per edges will be level when sald wallsareup-
right and the side walls have such inecreased
lencth as adapts them to lap upon the ends of
the end walls when all the walls are erected.

A preferred means for securing the side
walls of the coop-body lapped at thelr ends
upon the ends of the end wall-frames 11 1s
clearly shown for one side and end wall 1n
Fig. 5, these similar means each comprising
a strap-hinge having one strap member, d, se-
cured upon the inner side of the top rail of
one frame 14—that is, a portion of the side
wall mentioned—the joint ¢ of the hinge being
disposed at the corner where the side and end
wallshave contact, so that the otherstrap mem-
ber, d?, may be folded flat against the top rail
of the inner frame 11 of the end wall that is
to besecured to the side wall. The strap mem-
ber d* is slotted longitudinally for the recep-
tion of two similar staples ¢, which are se-
cured in the frame-bar 11, and these staples

receive in their projecting looped portions the |

two similar hook-noses ¢', that are formed on
the wire latch-bar ¢, which at one end 1s piv-

~ oted upon the top frame-bar 11, so that the

‘side wall of the coop will be held secured upon !

791,234

the end wall when the hool members or noses
g are latched into the staples e.

A marginally-rectangular cover or top wall
is provided for closure ot the coop-body. this
cover being in the form of two flat quadran-
oular frames 16, each having a suitable num-
ber of cross-bars 16, that are secured at their
ends upon the side bars of sald frames. bBe-
iween the wooden frames 16 a piece of wire
woven fabric 16°is held clamped by securing
said frames together, the reticulated fabric
having such area as adapts 1t to be held near
its edges between sald frames near theiredges.

The cover just described is of such a s1Ze as
will permit its side and end edges to conform,
respectively, with the outer sides of the side
and end walls of the coop-body.

Upon the outer surfaces of the side walls,
near their upper edges, a keeper-strip /L 1S se-
cured upon each one, said strips, that are pref-
erably of sheet metal, each having a return
hent hook 4 formed along its upper edgo
portion, these hooks turning outward and
downward, as is best shown in Iig. 6, and
preferably the keeper - strips are equal 1n
length to that of the side - wall frames 14,
whereon they are secured. Onthe side edges
of the cover-frames 16 similar hook-plates 4
are secured, each plate having a hook +
tormed on its lower edge, these hooks turn-
ine inward and upward. The hook-plates ¢
have equal length and extend from end to end
of the cover-frames 16, their hook formations
being so fashioned as to adapt the hooks 2 to
have a sliding engagement with the hooks A4/,
respectively, when the hooks J are presented
at like ends to ends of the hooks %' and the
cover is slid endwise upon the upright walls
of the coop-body, this disposal of the top wall
or cover appearing in Figs. 1 and 6.

A preferred means for retaining the cover
in proper position on the side walls of the
body is clearly shown in Kig. 1 and consists
of a latch-bolt 7, having a longitudinal slot
in it. which receives a headed pin !, that 1s
fixed upon or in the edge portion of the cover,
which is first engaged with the upper surface
of the body-walls. The latch-bolt #e is of
such a length that when it is slid downward
as far as the pin-and-slot connection will per-
mit the lower end will lap over the upper
edge of the adjacent end-wall frame 11. An
elongated keeper loop or staple 72" is secured
upon the upper rail of the outer end-wall frame
11, and the lower portion of the lateh-bolt may
be passed down through the staple, which will
prevent the lid or cover from slidably moving
antil the latch-boltis fully raised abovethe top
edge of the end-wall frame 11. In the top or
cover for the coop-body ahand-hole or opening
is provided, this hole being cut in the woven
material 16” and framed on the side edges
by two of the parallel cross-hars 16" and at
the ends by the frame-bars 16°. In the rec-
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"~ rocked upward by pressing upon the trans-
verse edgel that is nearest to the pintle-rod |

I5 b

791,284 g

tangular frame that protects the similar]y-
shaped edge of the opening in the wire woven
material 16”a door 169is held to rock and

strengthened at the edges by a rectangular
Irame that fits loosely in the d_escribed sur-

rounding frame and is therein pivoted by the
transverse pintle-rod 16° The door may be

and when c¢losed upon a ledge » at its front

~ a purpose in Fig. 2, consisting of two stout
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hook-bars p, which are loosely secured by

their normally upper ends upon the end crogs-

bars of the cover-frame 16 near the centers

of said cross-bars, these hooks. each having a
hooked*engagement with a staple ', that is
projected up from the bottom wall 10 at Sult-

able points below the pendent hooks. It will

be seen that when the end walls and side walls
of the coop are folded, as indicated ip Fig. 2,
and the cover is seated upon the folded side
walls the hoolked connection of the lower
end of the hooks » with the staples »’ will

COOp, which protects the wire-cloth between
two border - frames and cross-bars of said
frames affords a very lioht strong cover and
prevents injury to the reticulated material
15, that might occur if not so protected, the

- top border-frame receiving the wear and tear

incidental to rough handling and the piling

housing live fowls the means for supplying
them with food and water is preferably 1n the
form of sheet-metal receptacles, which may
be hung on the sjde wall or end wall of the
Coop, as shown at 17 in Kigs. 1, 4, and 6, and
these may be filled through the door-opening
in the cover of the coop.  Over each of the

réceptacles 17 for food and water canopy 18

of any suitable material projects from the side
‘wall of the coop at a proper distance above
said receptacles, and they serve to Pprevent

dirt from falling into the food and drink hold-
ers when a number of the Coops with poultry
n them are piled In tiers within a car or 1N
the hold of a vegse] for transportation; thege
canoples being readily removed and laid flat

within the coops when the latter are in folded
condition. | B

1nner side of an adjacent end wall

l

ends, so as to fold inward, two side walls

hinged on upward projections from the bot-
tom so as to fold on the folded end walls, g
cover, means held on the sides near their up-

per edges and corresponding meang depend-

ing from the edges of the cover, said means

on the cover and side walls being adapted for

75

ment in pairs, whereby to hold the cover on

the erect walls of the coop. |
2. A foldable coop, embodying a flat bottom,
two end walls hinged on the bottom near itg

endssoas to fold inward, two side walls hinged

80

oD posts of an equal height so as to fold in-

ward upon the end walls, & rectangularly-
edged cover, and means for securing the side
and end walls erect, said means comprising a

the hinge having a slot therein, a staple on the

_ , over which
the slotted leaf folds, and a pivoted hook on

said end wall which éngages the bow end of -

the staple that projects through the slot,

| whereby the side and end wall thus connected

are held erect.

ends soas to fold inward, two side walls hinged
On posts of an equal beight so as to fold in-
ward upon the end walls, a rectangular-edgoed
cover composed of two rectangular frames
and reticulated materia] secured between said

Trames, hook-plates on the -top edges of the

side walls, mating hook - plates on the side
edges of the cover-frames and having sliding

Ohgagement with the hook-plates on the side

walls, a vertically-adjustable latch-bar on one
end of the cover-frame, g keeper-loop on the
corresponding end wall into which the latch-

bar slides and holds the cover from endwise
movement, | |
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4. In a folding codp of the character de- -

the erected side walls and end walls, compris-
ing two elongated hook-plates secured near
the upper edges of the outer sides of the side
walls, and two depending hook-plates on the

corresponding side edges of the cover, these
plates in pairs being adapted to interlock to-

gether when the cover 1s slid -endwise on the

erected walls of the coop. o
9. In a folding coop of.the character de-
scribed, the means for holding the cover on

the erected side walls and end walls, compris- -

Ing two elongated hook-plates secured near

the upper edges of the outer sides of the gide

walls, two depending hook-plates on the cor-

responding side edges of the cover, these

scribed, the means for holding the cover on

I1§
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plates in pairs being adapted when slid to- | to this specification in the presence of two sub-
gether endwise to hold the cover fromupward | scribing witnesses.
displacement, and a latch-plate held to slide
vertically on the cover at one end thereof, said
g plate engaging a staple on the end wall be- Witnesses:
low 1t. PERrCY ALLEN,
Intestimony whereof Lhave sioned my name | C. 1. WaPpLES.

ROBERT YOAKUM.
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