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To all whom it may concermn:

Beit knownthat I, Tnomas P. GoweRr, a citi-

zen of the United States, residing at San Fran-
cisco, 1n the county of San Francisco and State
of California, have invented certain new and
usetul Improvements in Files for Papers and
Cards, of which the followingisa specification.

My invention relates to 1mprovements n
files for papers and cards.

The object of the said i1nvention is to pro-

vide a file for papers and cards having a fol-
lower which 1s immovable by pressure of the
letters or other papers contained in the file or
by the motion of shutting the drawer, where-
by the contents remain in the desired position

11 disturbed or removed by one desiring to
inspect them, sald Invention being illustrated
in the accompanying drawings and set forth
and pointed out in the following specification
and appended claims.

As to the drawings, Figure 1 represents a
side view of the said file with one side of the
drawer removed, so. as to allow an unob-
structed view of the follower. Fig. 2 repre-
sents a transverse section through the drawer,
showing the front of said follower. Fig. 3 1s
a plan view of the device.

2 represents the plate sustained by angular
support3 and secured to the base-strip4, which
runs 1n the slot formed by the separate bot-
toms of the drawer 8and 9. Upon strip 4 1s
the axially-movable button 5 and underneath
the same another such button, 7. In Fig. 2
the piece 4, riding in the slot, 1s shown to be
narrower than the slot, allowing a free longi-
tudinal movement therein, and the support 3
to be slightly wider than the slot, thus pre-
venting 1t from slipping through such slot.
The said buttons are centrally pivoted, as
shown in Fig. 1 by dotted lines, and turn for
the securing ot the file.

The purpose of button 5 is to assist in the
support of the follower:; yet the device may

be used without such button, if preterred.

The holding principle of said follower 1s the
pressure and leverage of the same at the rear
edge of the button 5, as shown in Fig. 1, as
exercised against button 7, the necessity for
orip being obviated.

1 have been accustomed |

| to form the slot by use of separate boards; but

the same may be formed by the cutting of a
channel in one piece of material, if desired.
Among the advantages of said follower 1s ab-
sence of sticking 1n attempting its movement,
which has been found very objectionable in
other files heretofore used which have been
operated by complicated arrangements of
springs, rods, and devices. Should button 5
be omitted from the device, its pressure or
leverage would be at the back extremity of
support 3. The darability of the device is se-
cured by the angular support 3, which gives
1t the desired r10*1d1tv

It will be observed by an inspection of Fig.
9 that the drawer which I prefer to use for
the file has 1ts base slightly higher than the
lower edges of the side pieces, so as to allow

of the use of button 7. The form of the top

of the plate 2 1s optional: but such form shown
in the drawings by reason of its convexity ab
the top givesa ready hold or grip of the same
when 1t 1s desired to operate the device for
the purpose of moving it forward or back-
ward. When the plate 2 1s grasped by the
hand for the purpose of being moved, it op-
erates with the ease of a pendulum and be-
comes absolutely firm when allowed to rest.
The follower 1s adapted for use in a drawer,
box, or other container or on a table, frame,
or shelf. The buttons 5 and 7 are preferably
somewhat beveled at the corners, as shown 1n
the drawings.

Having thus descnbed my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, 1s—

1. A file for papersand cards comprising a
carrier an inclined plate an angular support
for said plate, a guide for said plate and sup-
port adapted to move in a central slot in said
carrier, a front button to secure said follower
to the carrier and a rear button to assist in the
support of the follower substantially as and
for the purpose described.

2. A file for papers and cards comprising a
carrier a flat plate, a rear support for said
plate, a base-guide for said plate and support
adapted to move in a longitudinal depression
1n sald carrier for the same, a button under-
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neath said guide to secure said followet' and a | button to assist in the support of the follower, 10
rear button to assist in the support of said fol- | substantially as and for the purpose descrlbed |
lower substantially as and for the purpose de- In testimony whereof I affix my signaturein
scrlb{-ﬁ . T ennd presence of two witnesses.

5 3 e for-papers and cards comprising a At
carrier an inclined plate, a support for said | THOMAS P. GOWER.
plate, a guide secured thereto adapted to move Witnesses: '
in a central slot in said carrier, a button se- T. D. Eppy,
curing said guide to the carrier and a rear W. A. SIEBE.
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