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To all whom it may concern.:

Be 1t known that I, Mr.roNn M. WHEELER, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Dead-
wood, in the county of Lawrence and State of
South Dalkota, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Means for Keeping
Individual Balances 1in Book Accounts, &c.;
and I dodeclarethe following to be atull, ClP&l
and exact description of thei invention, such as
will enable others skilled in the art to Wthh 1t
appertains to malke and use the same, refer-
ence being had to the accompanying drawings,
and to the letters of reference marked thereon,
which form a part of this specification.

The invention relates to an improved means
for keeping individual balances in book ac-
counts, and has for i1ts object a system em-
ploying means that will permit the daily in-
dividual balances taken in connection with an
adding-machine to be quickly placed in alpha-
betical arrangement and in condensed form,

so as to be adapted for easy and ready refer-

ence.
For this purpose the mventlon consists of
means for keeping individual balances of ac-

counts, as hereinafter set forth and claimed.

In the accompanying drawings, forming a
part of this specification, Figure 1 represents
a sheet or specimen page of a book of ac-
counts embodying my invention. Fig. 2 rep-
resents an amount-slip of daily individual bal-
ances, the figures on the right thereof show-
ing balances of a previous day and- those on
the left the changes in the balances. FKig. 3
represents a cross-section of the sheet shown
in Kig. 1. -

Slmlla,r letters indicate llke partsin the sev-
eral figures.

In the drawings, A designates a sheet or
page of the booh employed in keeping the
daily individual balances and of which sheets
there may be as many as is necessary to con-
tain the names of the persons having accounts
to be kept. Fach sheet is formed of two
pleces or strips ¢ and 4, of tin or other suit-
able material, having inturned edges, consti-
tuting the grooves d and ¢ of the piece ¢ and
the grooves ¢ and f of the piece 0, respec-
twely The said pieces ¢ and 6 are rigidly

! In p]ace

suitable manner, such as soldering, so as to

form practically a single sheet having on one
side thereof a raised intermediate and side por-
tions integral therewith forming two chan-
nels and F. In the wider one, E, of said
channels is detachably held a name-stri p B, of
ruled paper or cardboard, having thereon ar-

ranged 1n alphabetical or der the names of the

parties in account, while within the other
channel, F, is place(; an amount-strip contain-
ing the account of the individual balances ar-
mnged so as to appear in line with the proper
name on the other strip. The channels or
open spaces It and F are open at each of their
ends, having no raised portions at sald ends.
Each of the strips can be held in place against
accidental displacement by means of a spring—
clip ¢ of any well-known construetion, one
only of said chips being shown; but one may
be used, if desired, to hold the same strip B
These Sheetfs may be secured to-
cgether in book form, if so desired, either by

:‘:Ltmchmﬂ' the sheetcs to cardbmrd backs or
making the sheets of aluminium and binding
them a,lono‘ the edges or in any suitable man-
ner; but as such binding per se forms no part
of this invention, not affecting the system or
plan herein set torth any illustr atlon of the
same is not deemed necessary.

The -manner of using the sheet A, name-
strip B, and amount—stri'ps D and C 1s as fol-
lows: The strip D contains the individual bal-
ances of the respective parties as they were
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of a previous day—that 1s, the figures along

the rigcht on that strip were the balances in
the bank of the said different parties on said
previous day. When a person’s checks and

‘depositsareentered in hisaccountin the bank’s

ledger and a balance brought forward, hisnew

-bal.mce is placed on this strip with a pen—v.

e., in ink—alongside of the old one, which is
in type-written figures, and -a pen drawn
through the old balance. This, 1t will be no-
ticed, has been done in the balances of Ayres
& Co., A. B. Amsden, Arnold Bros., J. N.
Barker, and T. C. Ballard. The other bal-
ances remaining the same are not changed, ex-
cept as to that of R. C. Barnard, whose ac-
count was overdrawn, and the overdraft is

placed in red ink.
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When the balances are taken off on an add- |

ing-machine and placed on the new slip C, the
lever is pulled without printing, so that a
space is left for an overdratt, which overdrafts
are few, as a matter of course, and the said

space or spaces are filled in by hand. Hav-
ing made the changes in the accounts that had
entries, the book is taken over tothe adding-
machine and all the credit-balances are taken
off, each page being totaled by itself and the
totals proved in the customary manner. When

this is done, the amount-strip D is pulled out -

and the new amount-strip C with the new bal-
ances is put in its place, sliding it in until the
amounts are opposite or in line with the re-
spective names. Then 1f there 1s any excess
of paper it is torn off even with the top and
bottom of the sheet, the tin having an edge
for easily cutting the paper. The strip is
then secured in place by slippinga clip g over
an end of the same, and the overdraftts, if any,
are inserted in red ink opposite the proper
name. This action 1s repeated daily or as
often as accounts are balanced.

The thin cardboard for names is ruled to
suit the spacing of whatever adding-machine
may be employed, so that the amounts and
names will be in alinement. The spacing in
the drawings is the same as ina *" Burroughs
Registering Accountant;” but the system may
use any adding-machine.

When an account is”*"dead ” and it 1s de-
sired to run a new one In its place, the name
cf the new party is printed on a slip and the
slip pasted over the old one, as in the case of
R. J. Beardsley. When many changes have
been made, a new name-strip may replace the
old one.

By having the figures on the strip C from
the adding-machine in plain or printed fig-
ures there is no difficulty in readily observing
the same. In this plan there is noerasing by

rubber, nor, as in some systems, 1s there the
necessity of removing a separate slip for each
account, thus taking a great amount of time.

It will readily be understood from the fore-
ooing description that both the system and
" means employed are simple 1n character, in- |
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volving little time or expense, and are of oreat
practlcal utility.

Having thus desceribed my invention, what
I desire to secure and obtain by Letters Pat-
ent 1s—

1. The herein-described means for keeping
or indicating balances of individual accounts,
consisting of one or more sheets of metal,
each composed of two strips with inturned
edges forming grooves, said strips being rig-
idly connected along one side of each so asto
form the single sheet with raised intermediate
and side portions forming channels, extend-
ing the length of said sheet and having open
ends without raised end portions; and strips
of paper adapted to be detachably held 1n said
channels; said parts being combined substan-
tially as desecribed.

-~ 2. The herein-described means for keeping
or indicating balances of individual accounts,
consisting of one or more sheets of metal,
each composed of two strips with inturned
edges, sald strips being rigidly connected to-
oether forming a single sheet with raised in-
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termediate and side portions integral there-

with having open spaces without raised ends
between them; and strips of paper adapted to
be placed in sald open spaces, and clips for
holding said strips of paper in place; said
parts bemﬂ' combmed substantially as de-
seribed.

3. The herein-described means for keeping
or mdlcatmcr individual balances of accounts

consisting in a sheet of thin metal formed of

strips having inturned edges, and having two
channels 1n 1ts face and provided with a cut-
ting end: and strips adapted to slidingly enter
the ends of said channels respectively, and
clips for holding said strips in place; said
parts being combined substantially as and for
the purpose set forth.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses.

MILTON M. WHEELER.

Witnesses:
Mapar Harping,

J. R. Hickox.
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