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To all whom it Maly CONCErn; -
Be it known that I, Arcrrr M. REmD, a

citizen of the United States, residing at At-

~lanta, in the county of Fulton and State of
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- Georgia, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Serial-Number Cards;
and I do hereby declare the following to be a -

tull, clear, and exact description of the inven-
tion, such as will enable others skilled in the
art to which 1t appertains to make and use
the same. '

This inve.ﬁtion relates to improvements in |
-serial-number cards. '
One of the objects of the invention is to

provide a sheet of material upon which may
be written certain data, which may be po-

- sitioned within a shipping -receptacle and
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- 50 a view in Iront elevation of the card shown

withdrawn therefrom and positioned upon a
support. When said sheet is positioned
upon the support, the same aflords a writing-
surface for recording certain information.
Another object of the invention is the im-

~provement of the construction of a card or
tag which 1s provided with means for posi~
tively securing the same to the side of a ship-
- ping-receptacle, while the body portion of

the card 1s positioned within said receptacle,
and the same securing means also being ca-
pable of supporting the card or tag in proper
position upon a support for permitting of
one side of the card to be written upon.

A further object of the invention is to im-

- prove the construction of a serial-number
card, as well as providing novel means for | ‘
{ line ““ A, Fig. 2, should contain the name of
| the purchaser and his address of the bottle
| marked “ A, and in the like manner the re-

securing the card within the receptacle and
retaining the same upon a support when re-
moved from said receptacle. | -
With these and other objects in view the
invention consists of certain other novel con-
structions, combinations, and arrangements
of parts,aswill be hereinafter fully described,
lllustrated in the accompanying. drawings,
and more particularly pointed -out in the
claims hereto appended. |
~In the drawings, Figure 1is a perspective
view of a shipping-receptacle, showing a por-
tion of the top broken away and the serial-
number card in its position when the recep-
tacle or case is ready for shipment. Fig. 21is
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m Ifig. 1, except-- that in Fig. 1 the Teverse
side to that shown in Ifig. 2 1s disclosed and

the fastening means is bent for securing the

same to the receptacle. Fig. 3 1is alongitudi-

‘nal central section of the card and the fasten-
ing and supporting tongue therefor. Fig. 4

1s -a view similar to Ifig. 3, except I have

shown another embodiment of the fastening

and supporting tongue. Fig. 5 is a frag-
mentary plan view of the card, to which is
secured . the tongue illustrated in Fig. 4.

For the purpose of specifying more specif-

1cally the object of this invention it may be
stated that nearly all patent medicines are

bemg placed on the market on what is known
as the ‘‘serial-number contract plan.”” This
plan requires that each case of one dozen bot-
tles shall be numbered and shall contain a
card on which must appear the number of

the case and also twelve lines numbered
LA YB) G “D, &e., respectively, as
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seen 1n Kig. 2 of the drawings, to correspond

with each bottle m the case. When the
whole origmal case is sold by a wholesaler to
a retailer, the card must be taken out of the

shipping receptacle or case and the name of
| the retaller written on said card and the card

forwarded tothemanufacturer. Inthe event

i that less than the whole case is sold by the

wholesaler the bottles must be put on the
shelf and the card kept intact. As each bot-
tle 1s sold the name of the person to whom it
1s sold must be written on the card on the
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line designating the bottle—as, for instance,

malning designated lines of a card should con-

tain the names and addresses of the party or

parties purchasing theremaining bottlesof the
case.
thewholesaler receives the receptacle or crate

to open the same 1n order to get the card, as

1t 1s preferably positioned between the bot-
tles and the lid or cover, whether he sold the
entire contents of the receptacle or crate to
one party or to several.
card constructed 1n accordance with the pres-
ent imvention, the jobber need not remove
the lid or cover of the receptacle or case if

Heretofore 1t has been necessary when
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sald contents are sold to one party, as the
card can be easily removed from within the
case by means of the peculiarly-constructed
tongue and the name of the purchaser writ-
ten upon sald card, and the same can be sent
to the manufacturer. Heretofore it was nec-
essary to mutilate the receptacle when it was
desired to remove the card from within the
same whether the contents of the receptacle
was sold to one party or to several, because
1t was necessary to furnish the manufacturer
under this system or plan with the purchaser
or purchasers’ names placed upon the card
which 1s mclosed in the receptacle contain-
ing the bottles.

For more specifically describing the struc-
ture of my improved card reference may be
had to the accompanying drawings by nu-
merals, in which—

1 designates a card, preferably formed of

pasteboard, although other materials may be
employed without departing from the spirit-

and scope of the present invention. The

back 2 of the card 11s as a rule not provided
with any printed matter, but the face 3 of

the card 1s provided, preferably, with twelve
lines, each Iine being designated by means of
the letters of the alphabet, although it will

. be obvious that the lines could be designated
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by other means than those employed. The
case when filled and ready for shipment con-
tains bottles, each bearing a character corre-
sponding to the character on one of the lines
of the card, so that if said. bottles are sold
separately the name and address of the pur-
chaser may be noted upon the line corre-
sponding to the particular bottle sold. The
name ol the jobber or retailer is written upon
the card at 4, while the number of the recep-
tacle or case 1s written or printed upon the
card at 5. When the card is positioned
within a receptacle, 1t 1s preferably placed

with 1ts face or printed surface 3 downward, |

or, In other words, the printed or written sur-
face 1s placed next to the contents of the re-
ceptacle, as depicted in Fig. 1.

The serial-number card 1 is provided with
a securlng and supporting tongue 6, con-
structed preferably of pliable metal.” An ap-
erture 7 1s formed 1n tongue 6 near the outer
end thereof. The aperture permits of the in-
dex-card to be suspended upon a tack, nail,
or the like, or when the card is positioned
withina shipping-receptacle suitable securing
means may be passed through the apertured
portion of the tongue and into the receptacle
for securing the card in a fixed position in the
receptacle. When the card is positioned as
shown 1 Ihg. 1, it will be obvious that the
end of the tongue which is secured to the side
of the receptacle is bent at approximately
right angles to the body portion. 1If the con-
tents of the receptacle are sold singularly and
not as a whole, 1t will be necessary to write

upon the card, as heretofore stated.

790,227

In this
event 1t 1s desirable to hang the card upon a
suttable support, as member 8, which is
driven into a wall or any suitable surface 9,
themember8beingpositioned within theaper-
ture7 of the tongue, the tonguebeing bentlat
atter the card isremoved from the receptacle.
The tongue 6 1s formed of a single strip, which
13 passed through the card at 10 and having
a portion 11 bent back upon the card and its
end 12 being bent over and having its edge
13 pinched 1nto the body of the card to a cer-
tain degree. Opposite the pinched portion
13 1s a crimped or transversely-creased por-
tion 14, whichforms bindingmeans compress-
ing the edge of the card therebetween upon
which the bentend of the tongue is positioned.
It will be seen that the extreme outer edge of
the card 1s secured within the hooked end of
the tongue, said tongue forming substan-
tially a socket for the upper end of the card.
From the bent portion 10 to the outer free
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end of the tongue the same is substantially -

flat when readyto be posttioned upon its sup-
port or betore it 1s inserted through the crack
between the lid and receptacle mto said re-
ceptacle before securing said tongue to the
side of the same. The tongue 1s free from
the bent portion 10 to its outer edge, al-
though 1t 1s retained m approximately par-
allel position to the portion 11 when hent as
shown in Kig. 3.

The modification shown in Figs. 4 and 5 1s
similar in every detail, except the aperturing
of the tongue 1s slightly different for two pur-
poses: Instead ol punching or removing the
metal forming the aperture 7 entirely from
the tongue 1 may cut the metal, so as to pro-
duce not only the aperture 7*upon the tongue
62, but also a strip 7, which can be bent back
upon the hooked erimpedend 12of thetongue
so that the tongue can be held up against the
card in parallel position, with the portion 11
preventing any lateral movement of the
tongue other than that caused by bending
the body portion of the tongue, as is done
when the apertured end is sccured against
the receptacle mn the same manner as illus-
trated 1n Ifig. 1. The extension 7, produc-
ing the apertured portion 72, which is formed
for either securing the tongue to the side of
the receptacle or supporting the card upon a
nail, tack, or the like, produces fastening
means for securing the portion of the tongue
between the bent portion 10 and the outer
apertured end to the card 1 intermediate the
length of said portion of the tongue.

When the card 1s positioned within the re-
ceptacle, as shown in Fig. 1, the fastening
member 15, preferably a tack, can be easily
extracted, the bent end straightened, and
the card removed from within the receptacle.

Having thus fully deseribed my invention,
what I claim, and desire to secure by Letters

65 down the names of the different purchasers | Patent, is—
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‘aperture.
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1. In a device of the character described, -

the combination of a card having a printed
surface, a tongue extending from one end of
sald card, said tongue comprising a single
strip bent intermediate its enids and having a

portion lying flat upon the card terminating

in a crimped hooked end, said end ineclosing a,
portion of the upper end of the card, and the
opposite end portion of the tongue having an

2. A serial - number card, comprising a
ruled and printed surface, a tongue secured

‘to said card and ‘extending outwardly from
the card, sald tongue comprising a single

strip’ of metal provided with an outer, aper-
tured end portion and an inner, hooked end,
and said strip erimped transversely near its
hooked end. o

- 3. In a device of the character described,
the combination of a sheet having a ruled
and printed form upon one side:thereof, a

pliable, apertured tongue secured to said
sheet, said tongue provided with an extended |

portion projecting therefrom upon the side

of sald sheet having the ruled and printed

form, said tongué bent intermediate its ends
and provided with an end bent upon one edge
of said sheet, the bent end of said tongue be-

~1ng curved inwardly, and a depressed por-
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tion formed upon the tongue opposite the in-

wardly-bent end. | L
- 4. The combination with a shipping-recep- |

| In testimony whereof T a

S

tacle proirided with a cover-,' of an index-card

mserted in the receptacle beneath the cover

and capable of being withdrawn without re-
moving sald cover, said index-card provided
with a flexible tongue, which projects out-

side of the cover and alongside of the recep-

tacle. )
5. The combination with a shipping-recep-
tacle provided with a cover, of an index-card

35

40

inserted in the receptacle beneath the cover

and capable of being withdrawn without re-
moving sald cover, said index-card provided
with a flexible, apertured tongue, which pro-
jects outside of the cover and alongside the
end of the receptacle. _

6. The combination with a shipping-recep-
tacle provided with a cover, of an index-card

~inserted in the receptacle beneath the cover

and capable of being withdrawn without re-
moving sald cover, said index-card provided
with a flexible, apertured tongue which pro-
jects outside of the cover alongside of the re-

ceptacle, and fastening means passed through
‘the aperture of the tongue and into the re-
ceptacle for retaining said tongue in a fixed

position.

i

witnesses.

__ "ARCHER M. REID.
"Witnesses: I

- De Worr T. De LAMATER,
R.T. MARKLEY. . - |

in presence of two
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