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- Be it known that I, James H. RAND, 4 citi-

zen of the United States, residing at North
Tonawanda, in the county of Niagara and State

of New York, have invented new and useful
Improvementsin Account-Books, of which the

following-is a specification.” o _

Thisinvention relates to ledgers and similar
account-books, and more particularly to bank
account - books having loose or temporary
leaves intended to be removed when the ac-
counts on the same are closed and transferred

~toaso-called *‘transfer-binder.” the removed
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sheets being replaced by new ones and the

cover or binder being used as long as the same

remains serviceable. A
“T'he object of my invention is to provide

~such books with simple, compact, and conyen-

lent index and referénce devices and at the
same time to divide the book into sections,
each of which may contain a comparatively
large number of accounts that can be quickly
referred to. o o |
- Theaccompanying drawing is a perspective

view of an open loose-leaf bank-ledeer em-

bodying my invention. _
A indicates the usual covers of the ledger
or other book, and B the back. The leaves

which are ruled into suitable columns are pref-

erably loose or temporarily bound in the book
by any well-known means, so that they can be
removed when the accounts thereon are closed.

In the construction shown in the drawing the
back of the book is composed of hinged sec-

tions which are locked in position by suitable
catches, and the leaves are removably bound
in the book by curved prongs or spurs C, car-
ried by the sections of the back and passing
through perforations in the leaves in a man-
ner common to loose-leaf ledgers.
have straight or plain outer edges and -are di-
vided into main groups or sections by main
division leaves or boards D, preferably of a

stiff material, as cardboard, and each of these

main groups is subdivided into two or more
auxiliary or sub groups by auxiliary division
boardsor leaves D’. The leavesof each upper
subgroupare narrower than those of the com-

~ panionlower group,asshown,and the auxiliary
50 division-board D', which separates these sub- |

The leaves

| groups, extends beyond the outer edges of the

leaves of the narrow group, but not beyond
those of the wide lower group. REach main
division-board D extends beyond the outer
edges of the leavesofthe overlying wide oroup,
but preferably terminates short of the covers
of the book, as shown. By thisarrangement

‘the projecting margins of each set of main

and auxiliary division-boards are exposed at

the outer edges of the narrow and wide sub-

groups- of leaves upon opening the book.

These exposed margins have on their faces a

series of index numerals, letters, or names

‘wnich correspond, respectively, to the ac-

countson the variousleavesof the groups over-
lying the same. In the book shown in the

‘drawing a numerical index is employed, and

for the sake of clearness the index-numerals

on the exposed auxiliary division-board are
. . » 4

represented as running from ‘0 to ‘“9257”

‘and those on the corresponding main division- -

board from *°26 ”to “°50.” Inpractice, how-
ever, each division- board preferably bears
lifty numbers, and each main group has a hun-

~dred pages corresponding to the index-numer-

als of the companion pair of main and auxil-
1ary division-boards. - .
The leaves of éach main group are provided
at their outer edges with comparatively short
projecting reference - tabs ¢, by which the
book can be readily opened to any desired ac-
count and which are arranged opposite or in
line with the corresponding index-numerals

on the division-boards D and 1, the tabs be-

Ing arranged in stepped order at the outer
edge of the leaves; so that every tab of a sub-
group of leaves is . out of alinement with all
of the other tabs of that subgroup. .
Kach upper auxiliary division-board D’
preferably bears at its head a numeral indi-

cating the particular hundred or other multif

ple of the corresponding main group.

In the book shown in the drawing the
leaves are each divided transversely into two
sections or slips, which are separately remov-
able. They may, however, be divided into a
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greater number of sections, if- desired, or

some of the leaves may be left whole or undi-

vided and others divided into two or more

sectlons for small and inactive accounts.
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In order to refer to an account—say, for

example, account No. 118—the bookkeeper,
after turning to the division in which that
account 1s 1ncluded simply seizes the tab lo-
cated directly opposite the number ** 18 ” and

opens the book at that place, thus finding the
account almost instantly.

The dwlsmn-boards D D’ are also loosely
bound in the book like the account-leaves,
and can therefore be removed and replaced
by other division-boards, if desired.

My account-book is especially desirable for
the usé’of savings-banks, as such banks usu-
ally have a comparatwely large number of
accounts designated by numbers.

An important advantage of my improve-
ment is that the bookkeeper upon opening
the ledger at the desired section sees before
him the index-numbers and tabs of all the ac-
counts of that section, and this advantage 1s
secured without requiring the book to be
made inconveniently high or long from top
to bottom. If each section contained but a
single group of leaves and a single index-col-
umn of the same capacity as a section having
oroups of narrow and wide leaves ar ranﬁ'ed
side by side, as herein shown, it would obvi-
ously be necessary to make the book about
twice as long as my improved ledger, and this
would render the same inconvenient and awk-
ward in use.

I am aware that prior to my invention ac-
count-books have been provided with plain
reference-tabs and that index-books designed
to be used in connection with account-boolks

sectlons comprising
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have been provided with tabs bearing index
characters, and I therefore do not wish to
claim, broadly, the application of such tabs
to the leaves of a ledger.

I claim as my invention—

An account-book composed of independent
sections of leaves each having appropriately-
headed columns or spaces for entries indicat-
ing the dates and amounts of deposits, checks
and balances of each account, each of said
a group of Narrow ac-
count-leaves and a group of wide account-
leaves extending beyond the outer edges of
the narrow leaves, a wide main division-board
underlying the group of wide leaves and ex-
tending beyond the outer edges thercof and
a narrow auxiliary division- hoard interposed
between sald wide and narrow groups of
leaves and extending beyond the outer edge
of the narrow group but not beyond the wide
oroup, each of said boards being provided on
1ts exposed margin with a row of 1ndex char-
acters corr espondmg to the leaves of the com-
pnanion group, and the leaves of each group
being provided at their outer edges with pro-
jecting reference-tabs arranged in line with
the corresponding index characters of the
companion division-board, substantially as set
forth.

Witness my hand this 26th day of October,
1901.

JAMES H. RAND.
Witnesses:

James H. R.tWD Jr.,
ADELAIDE A. Rmm.
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