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To all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that we, FRANK W. HAMMOND
and CrarLes W. HaMmMOND, citizens of the
United States, residing at Comstock, in the
county ot Custer and State of N ebraska, have
invented certain new and useful Im provements
in Vehicle-Body Braces; and we do declare the
following to be a full, clear, and exact desecrip-
tion of the invention, such as will enable oth-
ers skilled in the art to which it appertains to
make and use the same.

T'his invention relates to improvements in
braces for vehicle-bodies and the like.

The object of the invention is to provide a
brace of this character whereby the body of a
vehicle will be firmly supported, the covers
prevented from separating, and the sides pre-
vented from sagging or splitting.

- A further object is to provide means where-
by the bars forming the brace may be adjusted
to lengthen or shorten the same, thereby en-
abling the device to be applied to vehicles of
different widths and to vehicles that have al-
ready been built.

With these and other objects in view the in- |

vention consists of certain novel features of
construction, combination, and arrangement
of parts, as will be hereinafter described and
claimed.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is

a top plan view of a vehicle with the seat re-

moved, showing the application of the brace.

Fig. 2 is a longitudinal vertical sectional view

of the same; and Fig. 3 is a transverse verti-

- cal sectional view of the vehicle-body, taken on

a line with the brace.

Referring more particularly to the draw-
ings, 1 denotes a vehicle-body, which may be
of the ordinary or any desired form and con-
sists of longitudinally-disposed sides 2 and a
bottom 3, said sides and bottom being secured
to longitudinal transversely-disposed sills 4
and 5. At a suitable point in said body and

secured to the sides of the same are seat-risers.

6, which are connected at their upper ends by
a cross bar or sill 7, upon which the seat 8 is
adapted to rest. Said sills and risers are con-

nected by transversely-disposed supporting- .

i

' bars 9. In the bottom longitudinal sills‘fi of

the body are arranged eyebolts 10. Above
the same, in the seat-sills 7 and the acjacent
sides of the vehicle-body, are arranged eye-
bolts 12. Connected to the eyebolts 12 is a
horizontally-disposed tie bar or rod 13, which
1s formed in two parts, having their inner ends
threaded and connected by a turnbuckle 14,
whereby the length of said rod may be in-

creased or diminished. The outer ends of the
‘rod -sections have formed thereon eyes or

loops which are adapted to be engaged with
the eyebolts 19. -

Below the tie rod or bar 13 is arranged two
diagonally or obliquely disposed tie rods or
bars 15, which are preferably formed in two
sections, having their inner ends threaded and
connected by turnbuckles 186, whereby the
length of the same may be increased or dimin-
1shed. The upper ends of the tie-rods 15 have
formed thereon eyes or loops 17, which are
adapted to be engaged with the evebolts 12,
and the lower ends of said tie-rods 15 have
formed thereon eyes or loops 18, which are
adapted to be engaged with the eyebolts 10 in
the longitudinal floor-sills of the vehicle.

A brace constructed as herein shown and
described may be quickly and easily applied
to various styles of vehicles in the course of
their construction or which may be already
constructed and will serve to greatly increase
the strength and durability of said vehicle-
bodies. Theadjustability of the rods forming
said brace enables the same to be applied to
vehicle - bodies of different widths and also
permits of the same to be tightened and ad-
justed, thereby holding the parts of the vehi-
cle-body at all times firmly and rigidly.

From the foregoing description, taken in
connection with the accompanying drawings,
the construction and operation of the inven-
tion will be readily understood without requir-
ing a more extended explanation. |

Various changes in the form, proportion,
and the minor details of construction may be
resorted to without departing from the prin-
ciple or sacrificing any of the advantages of
this invention.
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Having thus described our invention, what | loops or eyes on said rods are connected, and
we claim as new, and desire to secure by Let- turnbuckles arranged on the contiguous 1nner 15
ters Patent, is— - ends of said rods whereby the same may be
The herein - described vehicle-body brace, lengthened or shortened, substantially as de-
z consisting ot a horizontally-disposed tie-rod seribed. -
made in two parts and connecting the sides of In testimony whereof we have hereunto seft
said body, diagonally-arranged two- part | our hands in presence of two subscribing wit- 20

crossed rods connected at their upper ends to | nesses.

the opposite sides of the vehicle-body and at FRANK W..HAMMOND.

o their lower ends to the side sills of the vehicle- | CHARLES W. HAMMOND.
body, loops or eyes formed on the ends of said Witnesses: - o
rods, eyebolts arranged in the side sills and TaoMAas S. JACKSON,

upper seat-sills of said body with which the AMANDA JACKSON.
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