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To all whony it may concermn:

Be it known that I, Jou~n James SMITH, a
citizen of the United States, residing at New-
ton. in the county of Middlesex and Common-
wealth of Massachusetts, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Bag-
oaoe, of which the following is a specification.

This invention relates to receptacles for the
transportation of goods, as valises, cases,
trunks, bags, &c., that type known as the
“*dress-suit case” being described and illus-
trated as the specific form disclosed herein.

It is the object of the present invention to
produce a case of minimum welght and of a
strength and durability suflicient to withstand
rough usage as well as the exposure to which
bageage is subjected when checked for trans-
portation.
discovered a certain covering material which
may be combined with a framework of cheap
though durable construction, which will be
more fully described hereinafter. This coy-
ering material 1s a closely-woven fabric of
the dried stems of the oryza satvwa, which
form a porous straw. When wet, this straw
swells into a tough fiber, resisting further
moisture, and when woven into the fabric
malkes a surface which is practically water-
proot. This fabric islight in weight and cool
and attractive in appearance and isadmirably
adapted for light - weight valises, summer
ooods, and trunks for foreign travel.

In the drawings, in which hlxe letters of ref-
erence 1ndicate corr eSpOHde parts through-

out, Figure 1 is a view of a case, and I‘10'
is a view of the frame and covering.

A is a four-sided frame ot light wood form-
ing the body of the case and having on 1ts up-
per edge a bevel «.

B is a frame for the top member, oppositely |

beveled at 6. The formation of these frames
is substantially the same, so that the descrip-
tion of the construction of the frame A (shown
in Fig. 2) will suffice. To the bottom of this
frame is applied a sheet of fiber board C,
which is bent up over the edge of the frame
A and securely fastened thereto.

D is a covering of closely-woven oryza sa- |

To provide such an article, 1 have |

| #eva straw cut in a blank having flaps which

are long enough to cover the sides of the
frame on the outside and then be turned 1n
to cover the inside, thus making a complete
surface of this fabric. The covering material
is smoothly drawn over the body of the case
and evenly glued thereto throughout 1ts en-
tiresurface. The corners and edges are bound
with protecting leather strips K, which are
securely fastened in place, and the two mem-
bers of the case are suitably hinged together
and provided with the necessary fastemnos

The interior retaining-straps F, which are
riveted to the edges of She fr ame, serve the
usual function. These straps in one of the
members, however, are continued from the
rivet nearest the hinge and brought across
and riveted to the frame of the other mem-
ber. Thissection of strapis of just sufficient
length to allow the members to swing to an
open position and be retained there.

The case thus made 1s neat and attractive
in appearance, the covering material being
handsome as well as strong and durable and
with its moisture-excluding properties makes
it practically a waterproof article.
connection the bevels ¢ and 6 codperate to
make a tight joint between the parts and pre-
vent the entry of moisture along this line.

The fiber bottom ' of the trame will give
sufficiently to increase the capacity of the case
in an emergency, and the covering fabric will
also yield to a corresponding degree.

wear and weather malkes a most satisfactory
covering. It thus affords the possibilities of
a cheap though perfectly satisfactory internal

structure and being itself a cheap article

meets fully the demands of the trade.

What I therefore claim, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, 1s—

1. In a device of the class described, the
combination with a frame of a covering fab-
ric of oryza satwwa straw.

9. A covering for articles of the class de-
seribed consisting of a closely-woven fabric
of oryza sativa straw. |

3. In a device of the class described, the

In this

In this
‘the oryza sativa tfabric as in the features of
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combination of a body-frame of wood, having | and oppositely beveled on their adjoining
a fiber-board bottom and a covering of oryza | edges, each member being covered throughout

satiwa straw fabric. with a closely-woven fabric of oryza satwa
4. In a device of the class described, the | straw. - . _ 15
5 combination of top and bottom members In testimony whereof 1 affix my signaturein

hinged together, said members each consist- | presence of two witnesses.

ing of a frame having a flexible bottom and |
covered throughout with a closely-woven fab- JOHN JAMES SMITHE

ric of oryza satiwa straw. Witnesses:
1o 5. In a device of the class described, hav- ELLis SPEAR, Jr.,

ing top and bottom members hinged together | GEORGE B. SEARS.
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