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No, 789,631.

UNITED STATES

Patented May 9, 1905,

PATENT OFFICE.

ALBERT DE SAINT CHAMAS, OF CHICAGO, ILLINOIS.

CLASP OR FASTENER.

SPECIFICATION formiilg part of Letters Patent No. 789,631, dated May 9, 1905,
Application filed June 15,1904, Serial No. 212,651, |

To all whom it may conecern:

Be 1t known that I, ALBERT DE SAINT
CHAMAS, a citizen of the United States, and a
resident of Chicago, 1n the county of Cook and
State of Illinois, have invented a new and Im-
proved (Jlﬂ%p or Fastener, of which the fol-
lowing is a full, clear, and exact description.

The i 10 Ventlon relates to envelop-clasps such
as shown and described in the Letters Patent

of the United States No. 756,712, granted to
me April 5, 1904.

The ob_]e,(;t of the Invention 1s to provide a

new and 1mproved clasp or fastener for con-

veniently and securely closing or sealing en-
velops, wrappers, and like means and for per-
mitting the postal authorities or other per-

sons to quickly open the envelop, wrapper, or

other receptacle for examining the contents
thereof without detaching the clasp or fastener
from the receptacle.

The im*ention consists of novel features and
parts ana combinations of the same, as will be
more Tully deseribed hereinafter and then
pointed out 1n the claims. |

A practical embodinient of the invention is
represented in the accompanying drawings,
forming a part of this specification, in which
similar characters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in all the views.

Kigure 1 1s a face view of the improvement.
Ifigs. 2, 3, 4, and 5 are face views showing
the several steps for closing an envelop or
like receptacle by the clasp. TFig. 6 is a sec-
tional plan view of the closed envelop, the
section being on the line 6 6 of Iig. 5. Fig.
718 a cross-section of the same on the line 77
of Kig. 5, and Figs. 8 to 13 are face views of
modified forms of the improvement.

The improved clasp or fastener is prefer-
ably made from a single piece of sheet metal
and 1s provided with a plate A of a length
corresponding approximately to the width of
the envelop B or other receptacle to be closed
by the improvement. From the ends of the
plate A extend integral end flaps C, and from
the upper edge of the said plate A, prefer-

ably at the middle thereof, extends integrally
a holding-flap D, formed with a tongue K by
cutting the flap D in such a manner as to pro-
50 duce a U- slmped slot I, the said tongue It

| extending toward the plate A and its free

edge lying close or adjacent to the upper edge
of the plate A, as plainly illustrated in Fig.
1. The corners of the end flaps C, as well as
the flap D, are rounded, and in a similar man-
ner the corners at the free ends of the tongue
E are rounded off, as plainly indicated in
Ko, 1.

In using the clasp or fastener described it
1s only necessary for the user to place the
closing-flap I3" of the envelop or other recep-
tacle B on top of the plate A, pushing the
free end of the flap B’ under the tongue I, as
shown 1n Fig. 2, and then the opemtm bends
the flap D over, as shown in Fig. 3, thus car-
rying along the outer portion of the flap B,
the tongue I then lying on the inner face of
the flap B’. When this has been done, then
the plate A, with the parts attached thereto,

18 folded over onto the upper portion of the

envelop B, so as to close the mouth thereof,
and then the flaps C are folded inwardly to-
ward each other and over the front face of
the envelop B, so as to completely close or
seal the envelop by holding the elosing-flap
B’ thereof in a closed position.

By the arrangement deseribed the postal
authorities or other persons by simply open-
ing the flaps Cand unfolding the plate A back
to the position shown 1n Fig. 3 obtain access
to the contents of the envelop for inspecting
the same, without, however, detaching the
clasp or fastener from the flap thereof. After
the inspection is completed the plate A 1s
turned and the flaps C are bent over again
onto the front face of the envelop, so as to re-
seal the latter, as previously explained.

By rounding the corners of the tongue I€
the user is enabled to readily place thn ﬂap B
onto the tongue, and by rounding off the in-
ner corners of the flap D the latter can be
readily bent over, as previously explained, as
the rounded corners serve as guides for the
bending operation. The corners of the flaps
C arerounded to present no sharp corners on
the outer face of the envelop.

In the modified form shown in Fig. 8 the
plate A" 1s provided with very long end flaps
C and a LOH’]D‘LI‘ELLIVG]V short transverse fla p
D’ and tongue E" and U-shaped slot B".
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In the modified form illustrated in Fig. 9

the plate A” is provided with end flaps C° and
a transverse flap D* having two tongues E°
and corre%pondmo slots ) O and in the modi

form shown in Fig. 10 the plate A?is provided
with end flaps C®and two spaced or separated
transverse flaps 1), each provided with a

tongue K’ and U-Sh‘Lped slot F°.

In the modified form shown In Fw’ 11 the
plate A*is provided with end flaps C* and a
transverse flap D7, formed with three tongues
E*, one in the middle and two at the ends of
the flap D7 as will be readily understood by
reference to sald figure.

In Fig. 12 the plate A’1s provided with end
flaps C’and a transverse flap D*,having tongues
1’ at both ends and a slot G between the up-
per edge of the plate A” and the inner end of
the flap D”, so as to serve as a gulde for con-
veniently bending the flap D® over for con-
veniently fastening the clasp to the envelop,

as above explained.

In the modified form shown in Fig. 13 the
plate A’ is provided with end flaps C’and two
spaced transverse flaps ID*,each having tongues

- K% at each end.
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In using the fastener shown in the modified
torms illustrated in Figs. 8 to 13 the user pro-
ceeds in the same manner asabove deseribed—
that is, the closing-flap B’ of the envelop is
placed under the corresponding tongue or
tongues, then the transverse flap of the fas-
tener is bent over, after which the plate is
turned over the upper end of the envelop, and
then the end flaps are bent over toward each
other onto the front face of the envelop, as
previously explained.

The clasp or fastener described is very sim-
ple and durable in construction, can becheaply
manufactured, and readily accommodates en-
velops or like receptacles of different widths.

Having thusdeseribed my invention, 1 claim
asnew and desire tosecure by Lietters Patent—-

1. Aclasp made fromasingle piece of sheet

1ed

789,681

metal and comprising a plate, a transverse
holding-flap extending integrally from the
upper edﬂe of the p]ate and ad lapted to be
folded over the same along the upper edge of
the plate, a tongue formed on the said trans-
verse flap and having its free edge extending
along the upper edge of the said plate, and end
flaps integral with the ends of the plate and ex-
tending at both of said ends beyond the ends of
the transverse holding-flap, and adapted to be
folded inward toward each other and over the
sald plate.
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9. A clasp made from a single piece of sheet

metal and comprising a plate, end flaps inte-
oral with the ends of the plate and adapted
to be folded inward toward each other and

over the said plate, a transverse holding-flap
extending integrally from the upper edge of
the plate and adapted to be folded over the

same along the upper edge of the plate, and

a tongue cut from the said transverse flap 1n
such a manner that a U-shaped slot is formed,
the tongue extending toward the said plate.

3. A clasp madefrom a single piece of sheet
metal and comprising a plate, end flaps inte-
oral with the ends of the plate and adapted
to be folded inward toward each other and
over the said plate, a transverse holding-fiap
extending integrally from the upper edge of
the plate and adapted to be folded over the
same along the upper edge of the plate, and
a tongue cut from the said transverse flap in
such a manner that a U-shaped slot is formed,
the tongue extending toward the said plate
and its free edge 13?1110 adjacent to the upper
edge of the plate.

In testimony whereof I have signed my name
to this specification in the presence of two sub-
scribing witnesses.

ALBERT DE SAINT (JHA\IAS

\Vltnesqes ;
AusTin BIErBOME,
Harry F. BENNETT.
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