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To all whom it vy concern.:

Be it known that we, JuLros BARNARD and
James R. Huennms, citizens of the United
States,

ook and State of Illinois, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvementsin Drawing-
Boards, of wluch the following is a Spemh(*u—
tion. |

Our invention relates to improvements in
drawing-boards, drafting-tables, and devices
of a similar nature, and more especially i1s the
invention de%wned as an 1mpr ovoment m the
face of dmwmﬂ boards and articles of like
nature whereby certain advantages are g Mned
which have heretofore been absent in 1nven-
tions of this class.

More particularly,
contemplates the formation of the front or
upper face of a drawing-board in such a man-
ner as to receive a soft yieldine material there-
in, upon which may be placed the drawing to
be made and into which may be easily insert-
ed the necessary securing device for holding
the drawing or other work upon the face of
the drawing - board or drafting-table. The
material found most desirable for this pur-
pose 1s a formation of cork comprising scraps
and shavings compressed into a continuous
sheet, these sheets -being cut in diflerent
sizes to be inserted into the faces of different-
sized boards.

Although the main object of this invention
lies in the formation of the drawing - board
having a yielding material in its upper face,
vet there are other details of construction
which are manifest in the present invention
and constitute a part thereof, these including
the specific formation of the board-tface, to-
oether with the reinforcing-strips surround-
ing the cork or yiclding material, and the sup-
porting lugs or members for the board, all of
which shall be more particularly set out 1n
the specification.

The advantages of the structure herein set
out and constituting this present 1nvention
are many; bub the main ones are that the pa-
per may be easily fastened to the drawing-
board or drafting-table provided with tho
present improvement by means of thumb-

residing at Chicago, in the county of

the present 1nvention

and firmly held in the cork or yielding mate-
rial may yet be casily withdrawn: further,

that the yvielding material or corkis %elt heal—-
ine in that the holes made by the tacks close
upon the withdrawal of the same from the
cork, leaving no undue ronghness on the sur-
face, and that on account of the lightness of
the cork a solid oak back or other material
forming alirm strong board may be employed
with less weight than in the ordinary board
without the present improvement. It 18 fur-
ther to be noted that the reinforcing or bind-

ing c;tnp of wood 5m10undmu Lhe e..lm:‘*fs ot

101 t.he. use 01 a T-saquare, the e ],g(_, bemg s;ubw
ject to less change in outline than the ordi-
nary pine board. 1t is also to be noticed that
the least possible wood is used 1n this con-
struction, and theshrinkingand warping usu-
ally found in boards isentirely obviated, and

that when tracings and drawings are made

directly upon the tace of the drawing-board
the corlk or other yielding material presents
a better working surtace, due to 1ts resiliency
and to the above - mentioned feature of the
self-healing nature of the cork, which prevents
the formation of objectionable holes on the
surface thereof.

Further details of this invention will appear
hereinafter and can be readily understood
upon reference to the drawings accompanying
this specification and forming a part thereof,
in which-—

Figure 11s atop plml of the drawing-board,
qh()wnw the corik facing therein. 1110 218 a
bottom plan showing the lugs or strips upon
the bottom: of Lhe_tab](, or board. Kig. 3 1s
a side view in elevation of the drawing-board
as secn in Fie. 1. Fig. 4 1s an end view of
the invention. Flie. 5 1s a cross-section on
line X X of Fig. .

Referringe more par ticularly to the draw-
ings, A represents the backing or wooden
bmunﬂ portion of the drawing-boar d and 1s
shown as formed of a series of strips, but may
be formed in any other well-known fashion.

B represents a cork facing set down upon
and securely attached by glue or in any other
well-known fashion to the backing A of the
ine beine composed
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of sheet-cork consisting of scraps and shav-
Ings compressed into large sheets which have
been cut to meet the required -size of board.
Screwed upon the margins or edges of the
backing A are hard-oak strips C, which are
secured to the back A by means of fastening
members or screws ¢, which strips are dis-
posed perpendicularly to the back A. These
margin-strips project above the upper face of

“the back A, forming a recess 5, into which

fits the cork facing B, as is readily apparent
trom the drawings.

Upon the end face of the back A there is
secured a pair of supporting members D,
which consist of rectangular strips of any de-
sired thickness extending transversely across

- the bottom of the board, which serve to lift
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1t above whatever object it may be placed
upon when in use.
1ngs ¢ therein, which are adapted to receive
securing members or screws «, which engage
nuts or other suitable holdfast devices «,
seated in recesses formed in the upper face
of the backing A, and securely hold the strips
of said backing securely together. | |
The details of the invention have now been

These strips D have open- |

789,585

" described and the advantages thereof have

hereinbefore been pointed out. The object

of the invention’ i1s to produce a new device
of the class described which is simple 1n struc-
ture, easily used and handled, and which ob-

viates many of the former objectionable fea-
tures in this line of invention.
believe that the presentinvention is broadly
new in this art, and it is therefore to be un-
derstood that we may make such changes, va-
riations, and modifications therein asproperly
come within the protection praved.

What we claim, and desire to protect by Let-

- ters Patent, 1s—

A drawing-board comprising a base and a
non-flexible sheet of compressed scrap cork
mounted thereon forming the working face
of the board.

In testimony whereof we have signed our
names to this specification in presence of two

witnesses. |
JULIUS BARNARD.
JAMES R. HUGHES.
Witnesses:

Gro. T. ALDRIGH,
J. R. McDoNaLp.

We therefore
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