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Lo all whom it may concermn:

Be 1t known that I, CaarLes E. MYERS, a
citizen of the United States, residing at De-
troit, in the county of VVfwm State of Michi-
oan, have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Burial-Caskets:; and I do de-
clare the following to be a full, clear, and

exact description ot Fthe i invention, such as will
enable others skilled in the art to wluch 1t ap-
pertains to make and use the same, reference
being had to the accompanying clmwmu&, and
t0 the ficures of reference marked ther eo1l,
which form a part of this specification.

T'his invention relates to burial-caskets; and
1t consists in the construction and arrange-
ment ot parts hereinafter fully set forth, and
pointed out particularly in the claims.

The object of the invention is to provide a
burial-casket of such construction as to enable
the top of the casket, although hinged to the
body, to be raised therefrom and moved rear-
wardly, so as to stand in a vertical position at
the rear of the body with a portion only of
the top exposed above the body’s rear edge,
the arrangement of t 1e casket being such as
t0 enable a portion of the front side of the
casket to be carried rearwardly with the top
and a further portion to be swung or turned
downwardly to produce the couch effect, a
part of the foot end of the casket being also
hinged to turn downwardly to hewhten the
couch effect of the casket.

The above object is attained by the struc-
ture illustrated in the accompanying draw-
ings, 1In which—

Figure 1 1s a perspective view of a casket
involving my invention. Fig. 2 is a similar
view showing the casket open and the hinged
portions of the front and end folded down.

Iig. 3 1sa transverse section through the cas-
ket. Iig. 4 i1s a longitudinal section through

the casket in the position shown in Fig. 2.
Referring to the characters of reference, 1
designates the body of the casket, supported
upon a suitable base 2 and having a top 3 of
any desired construction. This top is attached

to the body of the casket by means of the
arms 4, of which there is one at each end and

1

which are pivoted at 5 to the ends of the cas-
ket and at 6 to the ends of the top. The piv-
otal point 6 of the connection between said
arms and the top being forward of the piv-
otal point 5 causes the stop when moved rear-
wardly to rise from the body, so as to clear
the top edge thereof and to carry it free from
the body as said top 1s swung rearwardly to
the posmon shown in Fig. 3 and by dotted
lines in Fig. 3, in which position the top stands
vertically parallel with the rear side of the
casket, with a portion of its front edge ex-
tending above the upper edge of the body.
By this arrangement but a portion only of
the top 1s exposed when the casket 18 open as
distinguished from the entire exposure of the
top when the casket 1s open where the top 1s
hinged to the body as ordinarily practiced,
producing by this arrangement more nearly
the couch effect and obviating the annoyance
due to the unwieldy hinged top as ordinarily
attached when in the open position. The ar-
rangement herein shown also affords a fhirm
support for the top, as the arms 4 when in
the open position rest upon the upper edge of
the casket-body, relieving the body from all
strain and at the same time maintaininge the
top In the desired vertical position without
additional support. To provide an orna-
mental upper edge for the top when in the
open position, the front side of the casket is
divided horizontally on a sinuous line 7, form-
ing an ornamental detachable section 8, which
1s hinged at 9 to the front edge of the top and
1s carried with the top as 1t moves rearwardly
when opening the casket, enabling said sec-
tion 8 to be turned upwardly to a vertical po-
sition, thereby affordinge an ornamental strip
for the upper edge of the top ot the caﬂl_{et
when in the position shown in Fig. 2. To
complete the couch effect, the front %ule of
the body 1s again divided on the line 10, form-
ing the movable front section i1, whlch 1S
f}lllﬁ'ed at 12 to the remaining por Lzon of the
front side of the casket, whelelw the section
11 may be folded outwm dly and downwardly,

as shown 1n Fig. The foot end of the cas-
ket is also prowded with a hinged section 13,
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which is adapted to fold outwardly and down-
wardly on a line with the front section 11,
whereby when the casket is open and the front
side and end are folded outwardly the full

couch effect is produced.
The pivoted arms 4 are provided with a
lower extension which is curved 1n the arc of

a circle, as shown at 14 and which lies against
the inner face of the fixed end portions of the
casket, whereby said arms are braced against

held in place when swinging to the open po-
sition. To support the seﬂmentﬂl portions
14 of the pivoted arms, staples 15 are secured
in the ends of the caqhet which embrace said
segments and serve as guides therefor as the
arms move upon their pivots.

It desired, stop-pins 16 may be employed
in the ends of the casket to arrest the pivoted
arms 4 as they swing rearwardly in carrying
the top to the position shown 1n Fig. 2.

Having thus fully set forth my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, 18—

1. In a casket, the combination with the
body portion; of a top mounted upon the body.
arms pivoted to the top and to the body and
forming the sole connection between said
parts, sald arms supporting the top to allow
it to move rearwardly in the arc of a circle

and maintain a horizontal position, the piv-

otal connection between the arms and top al-

lowing the top to tilt to a vertical position at |

the limit of its rearward movement, whereby
a portion of the top 1s concealed behind the

lateral movement and the top 1s more hlmlv _

789,503

rear side of the casket-body when the casket
1S open.

9. In a burial-casket, the combination with
the body, of the top mounted thereon, arms

pivoted at their lower ends to the ends of the
body, the upper ends of said arms being piv-
oted to the ends of the top whereby said top

may move rearwardly and swing to a vertical

position, the front of the body being divided

longitudinally and the part of the front sepa-
rated by sald division being hinged to the top
to turn upwardly when the top i1s open.

3. In a burial-casket, the combination with
the body, of the top movably mounted upon
the body, the front of the body being divided
into three parts comprising a fixed portion,
an upper portion hinged to the front of the
top and an intermediate portion hinged to the
fixed portion.

4. In a casket, the combination with the
body, the top mounted thereon to swing rear-
wardly to a vertical position, an upper por-
tion of the front of the body being hinged to

the front edge of the top, a further portion ot

the front of the body being hinged to a fixed
lower part, and a portion of the end of the

body being movable on a line with the hinged

front portion. |
In testimony whereof 1 sign this speciiica-
tion in the presence of two witnesses.

CHARLES E. MYERS.

Witnesses:
Howarp B. BAKER,
E. S, WHEELER.
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