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Lo all whonv it mueyy coneer:

Be it known that I, Epwarp Cow, a citizen
of the United States, residing at Battlecreel,
in the county of Calhoun and State of Michi-
oan, have invented a new and usetul Cover for
Tobacco - Pails, of which the followinge is a
spectfication. |

This invention relates to covers for tobicco-
nails. .

The object of the invention is to provide a
tobacco-pall cover having a novel form o fas-
tening means which 1s adapted to obtiin a
Airm hold upon the interior of the tobacco-
pall and which may be applied to paiis of
slightly different dimensions.

A further object of the invention is to pro-
vide a tobacco-pail cover of the type specified

which shall be of exceedingly simple and in-

expensive construction, which will serve most
effectively the puarpose for which it 1s intend-
ed, and which may be readily applied to or de-
tached from tobacco-pails of the ordinary size.

With all of the objects above mentioned and
others 1n view, which will appear as the in-
vention 1s more fully disclosed, the same con-
sists in the novel construction and combina-
tion of parts of a tobacco-pail cover herein-
after fully described and claimed, and illns-
trated in a preferred form of embodiment in
the accompanying drawings, in which corre-
sponding parts are designated by similar char-
‘ICEGI‘S of reference lhmuﬁhom the several
views.

In the drawings, Iigure 1 1sa view in verti-
cal section thlouoh a tobacco-pall with the
improved cover .;Lppl ed thereto. Fig. 2 15 a
reverse plan view of the cover detached from
a patl. e, 3 18 a plan view of the cover,
showing the mode of applwno it to a tobacco-
pail. Fig. 4 is a detail view in section, show-
ing the position of one of the stationary fas-
tening-lugs when the cover 1s placed as shown
in Kie. 3.

Referring tothe drawings by reference char-
acters, P designates a tobacco-pall of ordinary
form, and C indicates generally the cover in
position at the top of the pail.
1s composed of two sections 1 and 2, hinged

shehtly smaller than the section 2.

The cover O |

Both sec-
tionsare preferably rabbeted on the under sur-
tace, as shown at 4, to provide a seat for the
top of the pail, and both are made, preferably,

- of wood of the thickness ordinarily emplowd

tor making barrel heads and covers; but any
other suitable material ma v bheem ployed. if de-
sired.  Onthe undersurface ofsection 11 pro-
vide near the straieht side thereof two pivoted
lnes s 5, whicharesharn-pointed.asshown, and
are of sufficient length to extend to the periph-
ery of the cover-section when disposed directly
outward. Adjacent to the curved margin of
the section 1 and about equidistant from each
other and the pivoted lugs 5 5 1 provide two
fixed lugs 6 6, which have sharp-pointed ends
that project outward shiehtly beyond the mar-
oin of the rabbet 4. The moistener is also
preferably secured to the under surface of the
cover-section 1, and in the form illustrated
it consists of an Inverted cup or cone 7, pro-
vided with crossed sponge-supporting mem-
bhers 8, detachably secured to i1ts rim. A
sponge 9 or other suitable mass of loose fiber
is secured in the cup by means of the mem-
bers 8. The cup is pr ovided with small open-
ings near the rim arranged at intervals of
about ninety degrees, and the members 8 are
preferably resilient, being ordinarily made of
wire, and the ends thereof project outward

“through the openings in the side of the cup.

The cover-section 2 18 not provided with
fastening devices, but has on its upper side a
strap or handle 10, by means ot which the
sald section may beconveniently raised when
ib1sdesired to expose the contents of the pail P.

In applying the cover to a pail the cover-
section 1 18 brought into the position shown
in Fig. 3, the fixed lugs 6 at the curved mar-
oin of the said cove: -section projecting over
Lho rim of the pail about one-fourth of an
inch, and the adjustable lugs 5 5 are then
turned until Bhey engage with the inner sur-

face of the bucke %lmhtly’ below the rim, as
shown. The movable lugs having been

brought into engagement Wlth the 1nner sur-
face of the buchet the cover-section 1 will be
forced inward in le direction indicated by

together, as shown at 3 3, thesection 1 being | the arrow X until the lixed Ings 6 6 have
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into the buclket. Then the
force applied to the cover-section will be re-
moved, and the elasticity ot the bucket will
cause 1t to contract somewhat upon the ad-
justable lugs 5 5 and press the fixed lugs

against the inner surface of the bucket, so se-

curing the cover-section upon the top of the

bucket.

From the foregoing description it will be
readily seen that the cost of manufacture of
a paill-cover constructed m accord with the
present invention is small, that such covers
may be easily anc q mchly qpphed to tobacco-
palls of slightly different sizes, and that when
so applied they will be securely held 1n posi-
tion until 1t is desired to remove them.

In removing a cover from the top ot a to-
bacco-pail the mode of proceeding 1s substan-
tially the reverse of that already described.
Pressure 1s applied at the outside of the sec-
tion 1 in the direction indicated by the arrow
X unti] the fixed lues 6 6 are disengaged from
the bucket-wall. Then the curved margin of
the cover-section 11s raised to bring the fixed
iugs above the rim of the bucket, so that the
sald cover-section may be removed in the di-
rection opposite to that shown by the arrow
X to disengage the adjustable lugs trom their
hold upon the bucket-wall.

Before the pail-cover 1s placed in position
1t 1s desirable to supply the sponge with a
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st-sable quantity of water and to secure the
cover 1n position atter the sponge has been
fillad.  If, however, the pail-cover is in posi-
t101 upon a pail and the sponge.becomes dry,
it 13 easy to remove the sponge from the cone,
saturate 1t with water, and restore it to 1ts
position In the cone. The operation of the
spoage In keeping the tobacco moist is well
undzarstood and needs no specified deseription
here. |

Having thus described the construction and
use ¢f my invention, what I elaim as new, and
clesire to secure by Letters Patent, 1s—

A tobacco-pail cover consisting of a pair of
hinged cover-sections, and hstemno' devices
u 1’}01’" coneot thesections, said devices meludm o
two pivoted pointed Idugs disposed adjacent 60
the ineeting edges ot thetwo sections, and two
fixe.l pointed lugs arranged near the outer
margin of the ixed member, said lugs being
flat throughout their entire length thus to lie
closaly to the fixed member and obviate there-
by the presentation of pIO]ect'onS within the
bucizet.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my >wn I have hereto afiixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses.

EDWARD COEK.

V/1tnesses: _
Louis Ih. STEWART,
H. M. WARNER.
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