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To all whom it may concermn:

Beit knownthat I, AuserrJ. WaveH, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Ashton,
In the county of Mason and State of West
Virginia, haveinvented anew and useful Mail-
Crane, of which the following is a specifica-
t1on.

T'his invention relates to an improved mail-
crane, and has for its object to provide a sim-
ple, Inexpensive, and efficient device of this
character for holding or suspending a mail
sack or pouch in convenient position to be
readily detached and delivered to the mail-
catching arm of a moving train.

A Turther object of the invention is to pro-
vide means for moving the bag-supporting
arms to 1noperative position when the mail
bag or pouch has been detached.

With these and other objects in view the
invention consists in the construction and
novel combination and arrangement of parts
hereinafter fully described, illustrated in the
accompanying drawings, and pointed out in
the claims hereto appended, it being under-
stood that various changes in form, propor-
tions, and minor details of construction may
be resorted to without departing from the
principle or sacrificing any of the advantages
of this invention.

In the accompanying drawings, forming a
part of this specification, Figure 1 is a per-
spective view of a maill-crane constructed in
accordance with my invention, showing the
base of the standard or post broken away and
the mail-bag in position on the supporting-
arms. g, 21s a longitudinal sectional view
of Fig. 1 with the bag or pouch released and
the supporting-arms in inoperative position.

Similar numerals of reference indicate cor-
responding parts 1in both figures of the draw-
1Ngs.

The crane consists of a post or standard 5,
designed to be mounted adjacent the railway-
track at the station, post-office, or other place
where the mail is to be received and delivered.

The post 5 is provided with a longitudinal
slot 6, the end walls of which are inclined or
beveled, as indicated at 7, and in which arc

I

mounted the pivoted arms 8, designed to sup-
port the mail bag or pouch 9. |
The bag-supporting arms 8 are preferably
in the form ot bell-crank levers, the long arm
of each of which is curved laterally. as indi-
cated at 10, to correspond to the inclination
of the end walls of the slot and provided with
terminal recesses adapted to receive the re-
duced tongue of a pivoted hoolk 11, said hoolks
being provided with grooves or depressions
12 for the reception of the supporting-rines
13 of the mail bag or pouch, as shown. The
short arms of the bell-crank levers extend
through the slot 6 at the rear of the post and
are formed with terminal apertures adapted
to receive the hooked ends 14 of a preferably
coiled spring 15, the normal tendency of
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which is to move the supporting-arms to in-

operative position, with the curved ends 10
thereotf in contact with the inclined walls of
the slot 6, as clearly shown in Fig. 2 of the
drawings. The intermediate portion of each
supporting-arm is preferably bent or curved
to form a loop or eye 16, which engages a
pin or bolt 17, extending through the slot 6
and upon which said arms are pivoted. Ex-
tending across the slot 6 at the rear of the
post or standard and secured to the latter in
any sultable manner, as by screws 18, are
plates 19, having their adjacent faces pro-

vided with segmental recesses 20, adapted to

receive the short ends of the supporting-arms
and limit the vertical movement of the same
and also receive the impact of said arms. It
will thus be seen that the ineclined walls of
the slot 6 limit the expanding movement of
the long arms of the bell-crank levers when
the bag is detached, while the plates 19 limit
the expanding movement of the short arms
thereof when contracting said arms prepara-
tory to placing the bag in position to be de-
tached by the catching arm or fork of the
moving train.

In operation when it is desired to deliver
the outgoing mail the long arms of the bell-
crank levers are depressed or drawn toward
each other and the supporting-rings of the

- mail bag or pouch slipped over the ends of
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the arms and into the depressions in the piv-

oted hooks, the tension of the spring serving
to exert an outward pressure or pull on the
rines and prevent accidental displacement of
the mail-bag. As the train approaches the
station the catching arm or fork of the latter
engages the bag and causes the hooks to be
shitted laterally, thereby permitting the rings
to slide off the supporting arms without 1n-
jury to either the mail-bag or said arms. As
soon as the bag is detached the spring will
move the arms to inoperative position, SO as
to avoid engagement with subsequent trains.

Attention is here called to the fact that the
slot in the post or standard forms a partial
housing for the -bag-supporting arms, while

the latter being each formed of a single piece

of metal bent into the shape described may be
manufactured at a very small cost and with-

out the necessity of especially equipped ma-

chinery. _

[t will of course be understood that the
crane may be used either for single or double
gracks, junctions, or double-track junctions
and that the bag-supporting arms, 1t desired,
may be pivoted to the side of the post or
standard without departing from the spirit ot
the invention. |

Havine thus deseribed the invention, what
is claimed 15—

1. Inamail-crane,a standard provided with
a longitudinal slot, & pair of bag-supporting
arms pivotally mounted in said slot, and a
spring for moving said arms to inoperative
position when the bag is released.

2. In a mail-crane, a standard, a pair of
bell-crank levers pivoted to the standard,
hooks pivoted to the long arms of sald levers
and adapted to engage a mail-bag,and a spring
secured to the short arms of said levers for

moving said levers to inoperative position

when the bag is released.
3. Ina mail-crane,astandard provided with
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a longitudinal slot, a pair of bag-supporting -

arms pivotally mounted in said slot, plates
extending transversely across the slot at the
rear of the standard and adapted to engage

said arms, and a spring for moving sald arms
to inoperative position when the bag 1s re-
leased. -

4. In a mail-crane.astandard provided with
a longitudinal slot the end walls of which are
inclined or beveled, a pair of bag-supporting
arms pivotally mounted in said slot and each
having one end thereof bent to conform to
the inclination of the end walls of said slot and
provided with a terminal pivoted hook for
engagement with the bag, and a spring se-
cured to the opposite ends of the arms for
moving said arms to inoperative position when
the bag is released.

5. In a mail-crane, a standard, a pair of
bag-supporting arms pivoted to the standard
and each having an intermediate portion
thereof bent to form a loop or eye, bolts en-
oaoing said loops or eyes,and aspring secured
to said arms for moving the latter to inoper-
ative position when the bag is released.

6. In a mail-crane,astandard provided with
a longitudinal slot, bell-crank levers pivotally
mounted in said slot and having their long
arms provided with pivoted bag-engaging
hooks and their short arms extending through
the slot at the rear of the standard and. pro-
vided with terminal apertures, and a spring
interposed between the short arms of said
bell-crank levers and engaging the apertures
therein. |

~ In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own 1 have hereto affixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses.

ALBERT J. WAUGH.

Witnesses:
W. S. Moorr,
Harry NIPERT.
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