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To all whom it may concerm:

Beit knownthat I, CrarLEs KERSTEN, 2 c1ti-
zen of the United States, and a resident of Chi-
cago, In the county of Cook and State of 11]i-
nois, have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Dust-Proof Covers for Extrac-
tors; and I doherebydeclare that the following
description of my. sald invention, taken in
connection with the accompanying drawings,
forms a {full, clear, and exact specification,
which will enable others skilled in the art to
which 1t belongs to make and use the same.

This invention has general reference to 1m-
provements in covers for laundry-extractors;

and 1ts object 1s to prevent dust from being

drawn into the extractor and to lodge in the
articles from which the moisture is being ex-
tracted.

It consists, essentially, of a cover for the
charging-opening of an extractor and means
for suspending the same when desired, said
cover being provided with an elastic shoe at
108 r1m, so as to accommodate itself to any un-
evenness 1n the upper surface of the extractor-
casing, and to close the charging-opening,
whereby a current of air cannot pass through
the same when the extractor is in operation.

It consists, therefore, in the novel and pe-
culiar combination of parts and details of con-
struction,as hereinafter first fully set forth and
described and then pointed out in the claims.

In the drawings already referred to, which
serve to illustrate this invention more fully,
Ifigure 1 1s an elevation of an extractor such
as 1s usually employved in a laundry estab-
lishment. Fig. 2 1s an elevation of the cover
detached. Fig. 3 isa plan of the same. Tig.
4 1s a sectional elevation of a fragment of the
cover, illustrating the manner of applying the
elastic shoe. Fig. 5 1s a similar view show-
ing the method of construction of a two-part

cover. Ilg. 6 1s a similar view of the shoe
detached. Kig. 7Tisan 1llustration of the joint

employed 1n the two-part cover.
ke parts are designated by corresponding

letters of reference in all the figures.

It1s a well-known fact that in all lanundry es-
tablishments in which extractors are used for
removing the water from the garments, linen,
50 &c., dust in the room is an element of con- |

f

stant annoyance, for the reason that the rap-
idly-revolving basket in the extractor shell or
casing acts as a suction-fan and draws dust
floating in the alr into the extractor, thereby
causing the linen, &c., to become soiled and
frequently requires a charge of linen to be re-
washed. Toovercome this serious objection,
I provide the extractor-casing A with a cover
B, loosely placed upon the upper surface of
the casing A and provided with a ring or other
suitable means C, by which and a suitablerope
D and pulleys E 1t may be suspended from a
celling, a counterweight I being provided to
ba,lance the cover and keep it suspended when
not in use. Thiscover 1is preferably cone-
shaped or dished, and it has on its rim & an
elastic, preferably rubber,shoe (x, which bears
upon the upper surface of the shell A and be-
ing soft adapts itself to any undulation orir-
leaulm ity in the upper surface of the said
casing A. The shoe ( is an annular ring
hamng a U-shaped cross-section, the two par-
allel members ¢ ¢ of which embrace the rim
s without any tastening to retain it in posi-
tion. The lower part ¢’ of this shoe 1s pret-
erably thicker than the members ¢ g to af-
ford sufficient resilience,and it may be brought
to a narrow edge, as shown in Fig. 6, to re-
duce its weight, and thereby its cost, and at the
same time adapt it to more readily assume the
contour of the upper surface of the extractor-
casing. *~

In all cases where the basket of an extractor
is driven from below (such a machine being
shown in Fig. 1) a one-piece cover, as hereto-
fore described, 1s desirable; but 1n over-
head-driven extractors, where the driving-
shaft for the basket protrudes the upper end
of the casing A, a two-part cover will be re-
quired In this case 1 construct the cover of
two similar (semicir cular) parts BB/, as shown
n Fie. 3, adapted to engage one another by
forming along the edge of one of the two
halves a groove ¢ and pushing the other halt
into this groove, said groove being produced
by two strips of metal @' ¢", fastened along
the edge of the part B’ and overlapping the
same, as shown m Fig. 7. In this manner
the two halves may be sepamtelv placed upon
the upper surface of the casing A and then
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pushed together, thereby producing a com-

plete cover having an opening ¢ for the
passage of the driving-shatt heretofore re-
ferred to. -

In the drawings I have shown the cover as
being dome-shaped. This shape, however,

1s non-essential, and a cone may be substituted
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ing a U-shaped cross-section the parallel mem-

bers of which engage the lower edge of said
rim, and having its lower edee V-shaped, as
stated. C

2. A dust-proof coverfor an extractor, con-
sisting, essentially, of two similar, separable,

halves, one of said halves being provided with

therefor without departing from my inven- |

t1ion.
1Iron, brass, copper, or any other metal, and
1t may be produced in the process of stamp-
ing, spinning, or other approved manner.

It will now be observed that by closing the |

This cover may be made from sheet- .
- cover 1s produced; each of said halveshaving
- on 1ts rim a shoe consisting of an elastic pref-

upper charging-opening in the casing A with

this improved cover a current of alr cannot
pass through the extractor, and therefore
dust cannot be carried into the same, thus
preventing the charge in the basket from be-
Ing solled, especially so when the basket is
but partially filled, as 1t often happens.

A cover as described can be manufactured
at a very low cost and will add but little to
the expense of manfacturing extractors.

Having thus fully set forth my invention, I

claim as new and desire to secure to me by
Letters Patent of the United States—

1. A cover for an extractor, consisting, es-
sentially, of a dished body: a rim on said
body, and a shoe on said rim, said shoe hay-

edge.

a groove as described adapted to engage the
opposite half, whereby a complete separable

erably rubber binding of substantially U
shape in cross-section, the lower edge of
which is V-shaped, as specified.

3. A cover for alaundry-extractor, consist-
ing of two dish-shaped halves; rims on each
halt; a groove as described on one of said

halves adapted to engage the opposite half;

a shoe on the two rim portions consisting of
a U-shaped resilient body the parallel mem-
bers of which embrace the rim at the lower

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my Invention I have hereunto set my hand in
the presence of two subseribing witnesses.
CHARLES KERSTEN.
Witnesses: o |

MICHAEL J. STARK,
AL. STARK.
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