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To all whom it may concer:

Be it known that we, FraANK J. SENG and
JULIus T. SeNna, citizens of the United States,
residing at Chicago, in the county of Cook and

¢ State of Illinois, have invented a Table-Lock,
of which the following is a specification.

This invention relates to improvements 1n
pedestal extension-tables, and has particular
reference to a new and tmproved device for

10 automatically drawing the opposing pedestal-
sections snugly together when the table is
closed, whereby the usual unsightly crack at
each 81de the pedestal is so reduced as to be
pr actlcally imperceptible.

15 The various objects and advantages of the
invention will hereinafter appear and be par-
ticularly pointed out in the claims.

Referring to the drawings, Figure 1 18 a

vertical longitudinal sectional view of a ped-

20 estal extension-table provided with our 1m-
provements, the table being : shown closed.
Kig. 21s a %mul‘w view, the table being shown
open. Kig. 31sa detall in section, hereinatter
referred to.

2t Similar numerals of reference indicate simi-
lar parts throughout the drawings.

In the table shown, which is in the conven-
tional form, 1 1 designate the opposite top-
sections mounted upon the slides 2, these ele-

30 ments combining in the usual manner to form
the superstructure.

3 3 designate the opposing pedestal-sections
suUppor ted upon the base, in this instance by
legs 4, and connected at theu upper ends to

35 the cross-pieces 5, secured to the under sides
of the slides 2. To a certain cross-piece 6
may be secured the center leg 7, designed to
support the center of the table.

| At the inner edge of each cross-piece 5 1s se-

40 cured an inverted-L-shaped fulcrum-bracket

8. (see detail in Fig. 3,) the same having its

vertical portion provided with a vertical slot

9 and below the same with screw-holes 10.

The upper or horizontal portion of this L.-

45 shaped bracket may have a threaded opening

11 formed therein, and in the same may be
adjustably mounted a fulerum-screw 12, pro-
vided at its upper end with a hand- WhBGl by
which it may be conveniently mampuhted

The said brackets are not located directly op-
posite each other, but are positioned at oppo-
site sides of the center of the pedestal-sections,
and, while shown at the inner edges of the
cross-piece 5 of said sections, yet, as will be
apparent, they may be mounted In positions
other than those shown. 8o, also, may their
shape be alterec, the prime object being for
them to constitute supports for a pair of le-
vers 13.

The levers 13 by reason of the p()%ltlomnﬂ
of the brackets, through the slots 9 of which
the levers loosely pass, extend by each other,
so that the lever of one pedestal-section will
when sald pedestal-sections are closed extend
over the upper end of the other or companion
pedestal-section. Cotter-pins 19 may be lo-
cated 1n transverse openings formed n each
lever 13 and at the opposite sides of the brack-
ets, whereby the levers are maintained in
proper relative position. At the inner ends
each of the two levers 1s provided with a loose
friction-wheel 14, and arranged upon each
pedestal-section and 1n the path of the wheel
14 of that lever mounted upon the companion
pedestal-section is a cam 15, the same being
so shaped as to cause the friction-wheel when
brought 1n contact therewith, as in the act of
closing the pedestal, to ride up the inclined
tace of the cam and finally rest upon the high-
est point thereof, which may be flat or shightly
concaved, as desired.

To the outer extremity of each lever 13
there is pivoted, as at 16, a link 17, these links
being inclined inwardly toward their lower
ends and loosely connected each to a pedestal-
section.

When the table 1s open, or partially so, as
shown in Fig. 2, the device is wholly inactive
and exerts no influence whatever upon the
pedestal-sections; but as such pedestal - sec-
tions approach a close relation, as in the act
of closing, the inner free end of each lever 13
will contact with and ride up and over the
opposing incline of the cam 15 carried by the
opposite pedestal -section, and finally, when
the pedestal-sections meet, or practically so,
the sald free ends of the levers will rest upon
the highest portion of said cams, whereby the
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‘table, of opposite levers fulerumed

2

outer ends of the levers are depressed, and
consequently the links 17 are firmly forced 1n-
ward, causing the peclestal - sections to be
squeezed together, whereby the unsightly
crack usually oceurring between said pedes-
tal-sections is practically eliminated or re-
duced to such an extent as to render 1t unob-
servable.

The adjusting-screws 12, as will be seen,
constitute the fulerums for the levers 13, and
inasmuch as they may be raised and lowered
sald levers may be caused to exert greater or
less pressure upon the links 17, and hence
upon the pedestal-sections 3.  So, also, in this
manner does the arrangement provide for
such an adjustment as will acapt the same for
the peculiarities of that particular table to
which it may be applied.

As will be observed, the tension of the in-
ner ends of the levers upon the cams will be
sufficient to overcome the natural tendency of
the table to separate; but in order that the
top-sections may be securely locked together,
whereby the table may be shitted at will, we
may use in conjunction with this table-lock
any desired form of table-top lock.

Various changes may be made in the details
of our invention without departing from the
spirit of the same, and we would have 1t un-
derstood that the invention broadly consists
in the arrangement of opposing levers at
points above the pedestal-sections in conjune-
tion with means for raising the inner ends ot
the said levers and depressing the outer ends
and in some form of connection between said
outer ends and the pedestal-sections or other
contiguous parts whereby the said sections
are forced together as the inner ends of the
levers are operated upon.

Having described our invention, what we
claim 15—

1. Thecombination, in a pedestal

extension-
above the
pedestals, the lever of one pedestal overlap-
ping the opposite pedestal, means for raising
the inner ends of said levers, and connections
hetween the outer ends of the levers and the
pedestal-sections below the fulerums of said
levers.

9. Thecombination, in a pedestal extension-
table, of opposite levers arranged above the
pedestal-sections, means for elevating the in-
ner ends of said levers, and connections be-
tween the outer ends of said levers and the
pedestal-sections at points below the fulerums
of said levers.

3. Thecombination, ina pedestal extension-
table, of opposite levers tulerumed above the

pedestals and upon the movable parts of the

table, connections between the outer ends of
the levers and the pedestal-sections, and means
carried by each movable part of the table for
elevating the inner ends of sald levers as the
pedestal-sections approach each other.

4. The combination, in a pedestal extension-
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table, of fulerums arranged upon the pedestal-
sections and extending above the same, oppo-
site levers arranged in the fulerums and ex-
tending at each side of the pedestal-sections,
cams carried by the pedestal-sections and ar-
ranged 1n the paths of the free ends of the le-
vers, and connections between the outer ends
of the leversand the pedestal-sectionsat points
below the fulerums.

5. Thecombination, Ina pedestal extenslon-
table, of adjustable fulerums arranged above
each pedestal-section, levers arranged with re-
lation to the fulecrums, means for raising the
inner ends of the levers, and connections
tween the outer ends of the levers and
pedestal-sections.

6. Thecombination, 1n a pedestal extension-
table, of opposite levers carried by the pedes-
tal-sections, the lever of one section overlap-
ping the opposite section, means connecting
the outer ends of said levers with the pedestal-
sections, and means for automatically elevat-
ing the inner ends of said levers when said
pedestal-sections are substantially closed.

7. Thecombination, in a pedestal extension-
table, of opposite levers one tulerumed upon
each pedestal-section, connections between the
outer ends of said levers and the pedestal-sec-
tlons, and inclined cams arranged in the paths
of the 1nner ends of said levers.

8. Thecombination, ina pedestal extension-
table, of opposite levers fulerumed at the in-
ner ecge of each pedestal-section, connections
between the outer ends of said levers and the
pedestal-sections, and means mounted upon
each pedestal-section and in the path of the
free end of the lever of the opposite pedestal-
section and adapted to. elevate said free end
when said sections are normally closed.

9. Thecombination, ina pedestal extension-
table, of vertical keepers extending from each
of the pedestal-sections, levers loosely mount-
ed in the keepers, connections between the
outer ends of the levers and the pedestal-sec-
tions, and cams arranged upon the pecestal-
sections, the cam of one section being in the
path of the free end of the lever of the oppo-
site section.

10. In a pedestal extension-table, the com-
bination, of inverted-L-shaped bme ets or
keepers rising from each pedestal-section and
provided with openings and above the same
having thr eaded openings, opposite levers ar-
ranged in the openings, ad]ustmcr-scl ews ar-
mnged in the threaded openings, links piv-
oted to the outer ends of said levers and at
their lower ends connected with the pedestal-
sections, and means carried by each movable
part of the table for elevating the inner ends
of said levers when the pedestal-sections are
substantially closed.

11. The combination, in a pedestal exten-
sion-table, of the inverted-L-shaped brachet
or keeper having the opening 9and the thread-
ecl opening 11, the levers arranged in the
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openings 9, the adjusting-screws 12 arranged
in the openings 11 and bearing on the levers
13, the links 17 pivoted at the outer ends of
the levers 13 and at their lower ends to the
pedestal-sections, the wheels 14 at the inner
ends of the levers 13, and the cams 15 ar-
ranged upon each of the pedestal-sections and
in the paths of said wheels.

In testimony whereof we have signed our
names to this specification In the presence of 10
two subscribing witnesses.

FRANK J. SENG.
JULIUS T. SENG.
Witnesses: -
8. . DoHERTY,
(ZERARD J. BroHr.
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