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To all whonv it may concern.

Be 1t known that I, Harorp M. Haas, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Avondale,
Cineinnati, in the county of Hamilton and
State of Ohlo, have invented new and useful
Improvements in Washboards, of which the
tollowing is a specification.

My invention relates to new and useful im-
provements in washboards; and it is more par-
ticularly an improvement upon the device de-
scribed and claimed by me in United States
Patent No. 754,300.

The object of the invention is to provide
means whereby a cake of soap can be held
within the upper portion of the washboard
where 1t can be contacted by the clothes dm—
ing the rubbing operation.

Another obJect is to provide means whereby
the soap can be securely retained in position,
sald retaining means being removable to per-
mit a new cake to be easily placed in position.

With the above and other objects in view
the invention consists of a washboard having
an aperture adjacent one end thereof, in rear
of which 1s located a holding-plate, which is
mounted on a bow-spring, which is normally
under tension. This holding-plate is adapted
to press a cake of soap through the aperture
and against a retaining device which is
mounted upon the front face of the washboard
and extends across the opening. The retain-
ing device has hooked ends which are adapted
to extend through the washboard and engage
the same so as to prevent displacement of the
soap during the serubbing operation.

The invention also consists in the further
novel construction and combination of parts

hereinafter more fully described and claimed,
and illustrated in the accompanying drawings,
showing the preferred form of my invention,
and in which—

Igure 1 1s a front elevation of my im-
proved washboard. Fig. 2 is a rear elevation
thereof. Fig. 3 is a section on line 3 3, Fig.
1: and Fig. 4: 1S a perspective view of the re-
mmmﬂ devme

Retelrmﬂ‘ to the ﬁﬂ'ures by numerals of
reference, 1 1 are the s1de strips of a wash-
board, the same being connected by a corru-

I 3, having a preferably rectangular aperture

4 thereln adjacent the cor uwated face 2.
Secured to the side StI‘lpS at opposite sides of
aperture 4 1s a cross-strip 6, which extends in
rear of the aperture. This cross-strip has in-
wardly-extending pins 7 thereon, which pro-
Ject through slots 8, formed in the ends of a
bow-spring 9. A holdmw-plate 10 1s secured

In rear of the aperture 4 and is adapted to
press a cake of soap 11 into said aperture.
Eyes 12 are secured to head 3 adjacent its up-
per end, and pivoted therein is the interme-
diate portion of a U-shaped retaining device
13, which extends across aperture 4. Each
end of this retalining device is bent to form
an L-shaped extension 14, which is arranged
at right angles to the main portion of the

retammﬂ devwe and these extensions are

adapted to project through slots 15, formed in
head 8 adjacent aperture 4. The retaining
device is preferably formed of spring metal
which will not corrode, and the extensions 14
are adapted to normally overlap the outer
ends of slots 15, and thereby lock the retain-
ing device 1n position over aperture 4.
When it is desired to place a cake of soap
within the aperture 4, the ends of the retain-

to the center of the bow- -Spring and directly
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ing device 13 are drawn toward each other,

80 as to release the extensions 14 from en-

gagement with the ends of slots 15. Said ex-

30

tensions can then be removed from the slots

and the retaining device can be swung from
aperture 4. The cake of soap can then be
inserted in the front of said aperture and
will contact with plate 10. When this plate
is forced backward, it tensions spring 9, and
by swinging the r etammw device 13 over aper-
ture 4 a,nd placnw' 1ts ends again In engage-
ment with the ends of slots 15 the cake 11 18
retained in place and the spring 9 is held un-
der tension. By rubbing the clothes over
the soap occasionally during the serubbing
operation the same can be Lept well supphed
and as the face of the cake wears away the
tension-spring 9 will press 1t forward until
finally the entire cake has been consumed.

In the foregoing description I have shown
the preferred form of my invention; but 1 do
not limit myself thereto, as I am aware that
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modifications may be made therein without
departing from the spirit or sacrificing any
of the advantages thereof, and I therefore re-
serve the right to make such changes as tairly
tall within the scope of my invention.

Having thus fully described the invention,

what is claimed as new 18—

1. A washboard having an aperture there-
through, a spring-pressure device in rear of
the aperture, and a retaining member pivoted
at one end to the front face of the board and
having means at its other end for detachable
engagement with the board, said device be-
ing adapted to overlie the aperture.

9. A washboard having an aperture formed
therethrough, a spring-pressure device ar-
ranged in rear of the aperture, and a retain-
ing device adapted to overlie the front face
of the aperture, said retaining device com-
prising a U-shaped member having 1ts crown

788,465

portion pivotally connected with the board

and the terminals of its arms formed for de-
tachable engagement with the latter.

3. A washboard having an aperture formed
therethrough and provided with a pair of
gpaced slots arranged at one side of the aper-
ture, a spring-pressure device d1

1sposed 1n rear
of the aperture, and a retaining device de-
sioned to extend across the front face of the
aperture, said retaining device comprising a
substantially U-shaped member and its crown
portion pivotally connected with the board
and the terminals of its arms angularly bent
for engagement respectively with the slots.

In testimony whereof 1 affix my signature in
presence of two witnesses.

HAROLD M. HAAD.
- Witnesses:

Davip L. Hry,
Jaymns (5. HooPER.
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