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To all wihom Tt mar concer
Be 1t known that I, CoarrLes K. MiNcKs, a

- citizen of the United States, residing at Aber-

deen, In the county of Brown and State ot
South Dalota, have invented certain new and
useful Improvementsin Jews’-Harps,of which
the following 1s a specification.

This invention relates to improvements in

jews’-harps and similar musical instruments;

and it consists of certain features ot construc-
tion hereinafter described and claimed.

The object of the invention is to provide a
jews’-harp or like instrument with means for
increasing its amplitude of sound and tonal
qualities and for obviating the necessity of
maintaining the instrument in contact with
the teeth in playing it. |

The accompanying drawing represents an
inner or rear perspective view of a jews’-harp
constructed 1n accordance with my invention.

1 1n the drawing designates the frame-bow
of the instrument, and 2 1ts arms, between
whichisarranged the vibrating tongue 3, fixed
at one end to the center of the bow and pro-
vided at i1ts free end with the angularly-ar-
ranged finger 4, whereby the tongue is vi-
brated. o

In accordance with my invention the harp
1s provided with a resonator or sound-ampli-
ficator which may be embodied in many dif-
ferent forms. In thepresent instance I have
shown it in the form of a pair of tines 5 and
6, arranged at the outer ends of and consti-
tutine prolongations of the arms 2. These
tines may be parallel or divergent within de-
termined limits and at their point of connec-
tion with the arms 2 are bent or offset, as in-
dicated at 7, to set them at such an angle to
sald arms that they will extend parallel to the
cheelk in playing the instrument, the offsets 7
in this connection allowing the ends.of the
lips at the adjacent corner of the mouth to
told or project over or beyond the end of the
tongue 3. Preferably the tines are solid and
half-round or semicircular in form in cross-
section, so as to present outer curved sides
and 1nner flat sides, the latter to allow the
tines to fit close to the cheek to give greater
room for the operating-hand in playing. At

| 5" and 6 of sufficient size and thickness to 1n-

crease thelr tonal compass and resonance.
These enlargements may be 1in the form ot flat
disks or of any other form to suit the pur-
pose. They stiffen the tines and increase
their zone or range of action to preserve or
keep within their tonal compass sound-vibra-
tions which mieht otherwise be dissipated or
lost. By the use of this resonator or sound-
amplificator the necessity of holding the arms
9 against the teeth toincrease the volume and
compass of sound is avoided, and as a conse-
quence the instrument may not only be played
with eoreater ease and facility, but greater
freedom of movement of the lips and Jaws 1s
allowed for the formation of the tone-cavities
by the mouth. IHencethe instrument may be
played with skill by those who find 1t difficult
to secure or maintain the proper adjustment
of the ordinary form of instrument against
the teeth. Moreover, the resonator increases
the sound to a great extent, as well as the
tone quality and tone compass, allowing tunes
of high and low extremes to be readily played.

As stated, the resonator or tone-amplifica-
tor may be constructed in varlous ways.
Hence I do not limit the invention to the con-
struction shown, but reserve the right to make
such modifications as tairly fall within the
spirit and scope of the invention as defined in
the appended clanns.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim 1s—

1. A jews™harp provided with a resonator
or sound - amplificator independent of the
harp-tongue, substantially as deseribed.

2. A jews’-harp having a frame formed or
provided with a resonator or sound-amplifica-
tor that is independent of the tongue, substan-
tially as described.

3. A jews’-harp having a frame provided
with arms, at least one of the arms having a
prolongation forming a resonator or sound-
amplificator, substantially as described.

4. A jews’-harp having a frame provided
with arms, and a resonator composed of tines
extending from said arms, substantially as de-
scribed.

5. A jews’-harp having a frame provided
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extending from said arms and having end en-
larcements, substantially as described.

6. A jews’-harp having a frame provided

“with arms, and a resonator composed of tines
5 extending from said arms, said tines being
offset from the plane of said arms, substan-
tially as described.
7. A jews’-harp having a frame provided
with arms, and a resonator composed of tines

10 extending from said arms, offset from the |

plane thereof, and having enlargements at
their free ends, substantially as described.

In testimony whereot L have signed my name
to this specification in presence of two wit-
nesses.

C. E. MINCICS.

Witnesses:
W. A. PAYNE,

I. O. Curriss.
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