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Lo a? L whom It may conceriy:

Be 1t known that I, HusrrT S. MDRRPLL a
citizen of the United States, and a resident of
St. Liouis, Missourl, have inw-‘*nted certaln new
and useful Improvements in Trucks, of which
the following is a specification containing a
full, clear, and exact description, reference be-
1ne Tad to the accompanying drawings, form-
1ng a part hereof. - ‘

\Iy invention relates to improvements in
trucks; and 1t consists of the novel features
herein shown, described, and claimed.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
of a truck embodying the principles of my in-
vention, the view being taken from above.
Fig. 2 1s a perspective of the truck, taken from
helow. FHig.
longitudinally of the truck. TFig. 4 is an en-
larged sectional detail on the line 4 4 of Fig.

3 looking in the direction indicated by the
arrow.

Referring to the drawings in the detail, the
end walls 5 and 6 extend upwardly from the
ends of the bottom 7 and the side walls 8 and
9 extend upwardly from the sides of the bot-
tom 7 and connect the end walls together,
supporting - brackets comprising the attach-
ing-plates 10 and 11, formed integral at right
angles to each other, and the attaching-plates
12 and 13, extending upwardly and outwardly
from the piates 10 and 11, are secured to the

vertical corners tormed by the ends 5 and 6

and the sides 8 and 9, and the flaring end

boards 14 and 15 and the flaring side hoards |

16 and 17 are secured to the brackets, so that
the brackets and side and end boards may be
removed from the body of the truck for pack-
ing and shipping. An opening 18 is bored
through each of the sides 8 and 9 near their
lower edges and at their longitudinal centers,

and the attaching-plates 19 have lugs 20 ex- |

tending from their centers and fitting in the
openings 18. The spindles 21 extend from
the attaching-plates 19 at the opposite sides
from the lugs 20, and the traction-wheels 29
are mounted upon said-spindles, so as to piv-
otally support the body of the truck. The
U-shaped bumpers 23 are secured to the lower
face of theé bottom 7, one at each end and at

3 18 a vertical central section

sl gh tly elevated from the floor when the truck
18 in a horizontal position, and said bumpers
serving to support the ends of the truck when
1t 18 tipped ineither direction. TLower cleats
24 and 25 are secured to the inner faces of
the -ends 5 and 6 slightly below the vertical
centers, and upper cleats 26 and 27 are se-
cured to the inner faces of the ends 5 and 6
slightly above the vertical centers, said cleats
24 25 26 27 being horizontal and parallel, so
as to support the loose bottom 28.

When 1t 1s desired to load the truck with
comparatively licht bulky goods, the loose
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bottom 28 may be bodily removed and the -

voods piled upon the bottom 7.

may be placed upon the cleats 24 and 25 and
the goods piled upon the loose bottom, there-
by avmdmﬂ the necesswv of lowenntr the
goods to bottom 7 in loading the truck and
raising the goods up from the bottom 7 in un-
loading the. truck, and if very heavy goods

are being handled the loose bottom 28 may be

placed upon the cleats 26 and 27 and the goods
piled upon the loose bottom, thereby effecting
a greaf saving 1n loading and unloading the

truck.

By attaching the wheel-spindles to the sides
8 and 9 instead of mounting them upon a shaftt
running either through the sides or under the
bottom a great saving in space 1s effected, be-
cause 1f 18 1)0%11)1@ to place the bottom 7 near
the floor and at the same time use large wheels.

When 1t 1s desired to ship the trucks, the
plates 19 may be removed and the wheels placed
in the box. The bumpers 23 may be removed
and placed in the box and the side and end
boards and brackets may be removed.

The bumpers 23 present a rounded surface
in position to contact with a slide along the

loor, and this operation of the bumpers will
not produce the disagreeable noise produced
by the loose wheels heretofore in use in trucks
of this class. B

I claim—

1. In a truck: a suitable box; wheel-spin-
cdles projecting outwardly from the side of the
box and at the longitudinal centers; wheels
upon the wheel-spmdle%, and supporting the |
box; flaring sideboards removably ‘Ltt&ﬂhed

If heavier
goods are being handled, the loose bottom 28
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-~ to the box; supporting-cleats in the box; and
a loose bottom adjustably mounted upon the
supporting-cleats.

9. In a truck: a suitable box having open-

ings 18 at the lower edges and longitudinal

centers of itssides:; the attaching-plates 19 se-
cured to the sides of the box; the lngs 20 ex-
tending from the attaching - plates into the
openings 18; and wheels mounted upon the
spindles.

3. In a truck: the end walls 5 and 6; the
side walls 8 and 9 connecting the end walls;
‘the cleats 24 and 25 secured to the inner ends

>, . 788,414

of the faces 5 and 6 near their centers; the
cleats 26 and 27 secured to the Inner faces of 15
- the ends 5 and 6 above their centers and the
loose bottom 28 adapted to be mounted upon
" either pair of cleats as desiréd.

Intestimony whereof I havesigned my natne
to this specification in presence of two sub- 20
scribing witnesses.

HUBERT S. MERRELL.

Witnesses:
ALFRED A. KICKS,
M. SCHULZE.
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