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o all whom it may concern:

Be it known that we, Artirur L. DUDLEY
and CARL H. DubpLry, citizens of the United
States,residing at Oberlin,in the county of Lo-
rain and State of Ohio, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Skeleton
Frames for Farm-Wagons; and we do declare
that the following is a full, clear, and exact de-
scription of the invention, which will enable
others skilled in the art to which it appertains
to malke and use the same.

Our invention relates to skeleton frames
and attachments therefor for farm-wagons;
and the invention consists in the construction
and combination of parts substantially as
shown and described, and particularly pointed
out 1n the claims.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a perspective view of our new and improved
wagon-frame in its preferred form, and Fig.
2 1s a perspective view of a platform adapted
to be secured thereon for conveying hay and
the like. Fig. 3 is a cross-sectional view of
the wagon-frame and the platform thereon
and showing the rear portion of a wagon
with the wheels omitted. Tig. 4isa perspec-

tive view of an end-gate or upright member

adapted to be detachably supported on the
ends of the wagon-frame. Fig. 5 is a cross-
section of the wagon-frame and of the plat-
form shown as converted into the sides of g
box or body adapted for hauling farm prod-
ucts and the like in which a close body is re-
quired. IKig. 6 is a side elevation of one end
of the wagon-frame and the box or body seen
1n Fig. 5 with the end-gate or member secured
in place thereon.

As thus shown, the invention comprises a

frame of steel or iron adapted to be support-

ed upon an ordinary wagon and to be used for |

various purposes according to the material to
be transported, and particularly adapted for
the hauling of hay, straw, fodder, and the
like, in lieu of the ordinary or common styles
of hay-ricks in use among farmers, of which
there are several, and the said frame is so con-
structed as to be easily handled and removed
trom or placed upon a wagon, so that one man
may do this if two are not convenient for this
purpose.

T

l

the top of the said standards.

To these ends the invention consists of a
rigid wagon-frame constructed of angle steel
or 1ron side bars A and flanged bolsters B,
preferably of channel metal, as shown, with
integral right-angled extremities @, serving
as standards and as immediate supports for
the parallel angle-iron bars or rails A. which
are rigidly riveted or otherwise secured upon
These stand-
ards are of a height to clear the wagon-wheels,
and braces b are employed in the angles be-
tween said bolsters and side rails to make the
structure perfectly rigid. Together these
parts constitute the main frame or wagon-
frame constituting the foundation of our in-
vention. Sockets 4’ for supporting the ends
of standards ¢ of the end-gate or upright mem-
ber C are provided upon the extremities of
the side rails A (seen in Fig. 4)and designed

to be used when hay, fodder, or the like is to

be conveyed.

It will be observed that the bolsters B are
shown in this instance with down-flanges on
both sides adapted to engage over the bolster
D of the wagon, and any suitable means may
be employed to prevent the lateral sliding of
the frame upon the wagon. |

The foregoing construction provides a
wagon with a bottom frame which is strong
and rigid and easily handled and adapted to
be used according to the varying needs of a
farm and with any kind of farm products.
If it be necessary to haul hay or the like. a
platform F, as seen in Figs. 2 and 3, may be
used. Thesaid platformismadestrong enough
to carry whatever load may be placed upon it
and 18 built in two sections or parts longitu-
dinally and united by removable cross-strips

/- Each section has a strengthening-strip 2
along its outer or upper edge, a cleat or strip-
'3 substantially midway its depth, and metal-
lic or wood strips 4, preferably along its inner

or lower edge. The strips or cleats 8 come
just inside rails A when the platform is there-
on, and short bolts secure the cross-pieces 7.
If the wagon is to be used with loose products—
such as apples, potatoes, and the like—or for
live stock—such as calves, pigs, or sheep—the
platform Fis formed with the sections or parts
thereof. In this latter arrangement of parts
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the cleats or strips 8 come directly over or
upon rails A, as in Fig. 5, and the sides of
the box or body are braced laterally at their
ends by end-gates or members of a suitable
kind. Horizontally-rotatable catches 6 onthe
bottom of platform ¥ serve to engage the same
with rails A.

When the platform is separated to torm
sides. as in Fig. 5, suitable boards or planks
H are used to form the bottom. |

Obviously other than angle-metal side bars
micht be used and be the equivalent of the
bar shown, and heavy wooden bars or rails
would serve the purpose; but the angle-bars
are preferred for various reasons.

By using a metallic bolster formed as herein

set-forth-and suitable side bars or pieces A, |

fixed upon the standards thereof, brings the
supports for the platform farther apart than
is possible otherwise, and this gives a better-
equalized support to the platform and elimi-
nates the necessity of cross-pieces to fasten a
table upon. Tt also raises the side bars or
pieces A to such an elevation that the wheels
will turn as far as they can be and clear to
the reach.

What we claim is—

1. As a new article of manufacture, a rigid
skeleton frame for wagons consisting of a set
of metallic bolsters constructed along their
bottom to seat upon the bolsters of the wagon
and having their ends bent upward at right
angles to form standards, and side rails rigidly
fixed tothetop ofsaid standards, substantially
as described.

9. A skeleton frame for wagons, compris-
ing front and rear metallic bolsters having
flanges along their bottom edges and their ends
bent upward and constituting standards, and
side rails extending from one bolster to the
other and fixed on the tops of said standards,
and braces in the angles of the said parts, sub-
stantially as described. -

3. In frames for wagons, a metallic frame
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consisting of downwardly - flanged bolsters
having integral right-angled ends constituting
standards and flanged side rails rigid with said
standards, in combination with asectional plat-
form resting upon said rails and means lock-
ing the platform to said rails, substantially as
described. |

4. In appliances for wagons adapted to
carry loads, a platform comprised of two sec-
tions horizontally and each section having a
strengthening-strip along each of its edges,
and said sections constructed to be converted
intoa rigid platform and to be used separately

as sides for a wagon-body, substantially as de-

seribed. -
5. A platform for wagons consisting of two

sections.and_each section having a cleat 2

lengthwise substantially midway between 1ts
edoes and reinforcing-strips along its edges,
and removable cross-pieces connecting sald
sections at intervals and constituting a rigid
structure, substantially as described.

6. A wagon-frame having front and rear
standards and parallel bars fixed on the top of
said standards, in combination with a platform
resting on said bars and provided with stops
on its bottom bearing against the inner sides
of said bars and latches engaging the said plat-
form with the outer edges of said rails, sub-
stantially as described. |

7. A frame for a wagon having metallic bol-
sters with rieht-angled ends forming stand-
ards and flanges along the bottom and ends of
said bolster and said standards, and angle-1ron
hars fixed lengthwise on the top of said stand-
ards and provided with means at their ends to
support end-gates, substantially as described.

In testimony whereof we sign this speciiica-
tion in the presence of two witnesses.

ARTHUR L. DUDLEY.
CARL H. DUDLEY.

Witnesses:
Daxn McGinTy,
Orix RosEk. .
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