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To all whom it may concerm:

Be it known that I, Epwarp CORNELIUS
BarrLEY, a citizen of the United States, re-
siding at Mifflintown, in the county of Juniata
and State of Pennsylvania, have invented a
new and useful Improvement in Ice-Creepers,
of which the following 1s a specification.

My invention relates to an 1improvement in
1ce-creepers such as are designed to be se-
cured to the heel of an ordinary boot or shoe
or to be worn with rubbers or overshoes, its
object being to produce a simple cheap effi-
cient device for the parpose deseribed and one
which can when not in use be folded into a
small compass to enable i1t to be readily car-
ried in the pocket, &c.

To these ends my Invention consists 1n cer-

tain novel features of construction, arrange-

ment, and combination of parts, as will be
hereinafter fully described, and pointed out
1n the claims, reference being had to the ac-
companying drawings, forming part of this
application, in which—

- Figure 1 is an inverted perspective view of
my improvement applied as in use. Fig. 21s
a top plan view. Fig. 3 1s a transverse ver-

~ tical section on line 8 3 of Fig. 2. FKig. 4 1s
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a detail perspective view of one of the side
braces with attached slidable plate. Fig. 5 is
a section showing the threaded opening A”.
A represents a piece of sheet-steel forming
a base-plate made in the configuration of the
bottom of an ordinary shoe- lieel Said base-
plate has an upwardly-turned f
front edge, which will when in use bear against
the front face of the heel of the shoe and pre-
vent the creeper from moving backwardly.
& represents conical-pointed case-hardened-
steel callks or points, which are riveted on
otherwise suitably secured to the base-plate
A and pointing downwardly to penetrate the
ice and prevent slipping. There may be as

many of these calks as desired, though three
will generally be found to answer all ordinary
purposes. |

B represents narrow lateral plates of sheet-
steel or other suitable material secured to the
bottom face of the base-plate by the screws
", passing through the slots , located to one

ange ¢ ab 1its

side of the center of said plates B. Saidscrews

a’, after passing through the lateral plates B,
serew Into openings A* in the base-plate A,
the ends of these screws being flat and lying
substantially flush with the upper face of the
base-plate A. .On the opposite side of the
center of the lateral plates on which the slot
b is made a small portion of each plate B is
struck up, forming a projection o', which pro-
jections fit in and are adapted to slide in trans-
verse elongated slots «’, made through the
base-plate. The outer ends of the plates B

are turned up a slight distance, as shown at
0*. and to these upturned portions are hinged

the side braces C, provided with the slits ¢
and ¢'. The forward slit ¢, it will be noticed,
extends obliquely, while the rear slit ¢’ is sub-
stantially vertical.

D represents a strap which passes through
the forward slit ¢ from the inside and then
through the rear slit ¢ from the outside.
This strap is provided with an ordinary buckle
or other ELC]JL‘[SEII]G' and fastening device at one
end.

In use my improvement is placed on the bot-

tom of the heel of a shoe, the flange & rest-

ing against the front face of the heel, the strap
passing around the back of the heel. . The
sliding plates are then adjusted to suit the size
of the heel and the set-screws tightened to
hold the said sliding plates. The strap is then
drawn up tight around the heel and ankle of
the wearer, and the device is then ready for
use.

It will be obsel"ved that my Iniprovement
can be worn by any one from a child to a full-
orown person, and when not in use by fold-
ing the side braces down upon the upper face
of the base-plate the creepers will occupy but
a very small space and can be conveniently
carried in the pocket or elsewhere.

Having thus described my invention, what
I eclaim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, 1s—

1. In an ice-creeper the combination with a

‘base-plate provided with calks or spurs, and

having an upturned flange at its front edge,
of la,tel ally slidably admstablu plates on the
lower face of the base-plate, side braces hinged
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2.

to said laterally-slidable plates, and a strap or
band adjustably secured to the upper ends of
the side braces.

2. In an ice-creeper the combination with a

base-plate having calks or spurs projecting
from 1ts lower face, of laterally slidably ad-
justable plates fitted to the lower face of said
base-plate, side braces hinged at their lower
ends to said laterally-slidable plates and pro-
vided at or near their upper ends with an ob-
lique and a vertical slit, and a strap or band
threaded through said slits.

3. In an ice-creeper the combination with a
base-plate having lateral slots therethrough,
of a pair of laterally slidably adjustable slot-
ted plates secured to thelower face of the base-
plate by screws passing through the slots in
the slidable plates, said plates pr0V1ded with
lugs or projections fitting in the lateral slots
of the base-plate, and means for securing the
device to the heel of a shoe.

4. In an ice-creeper the combmatwn with a
base-plate having calks or spurs and provided
with lateral slots therethrough and threaded
openings adjacent to said slotq of a palr of

slotted laterally - slidable pla,tes having up- |

turned outer ends and secured to the Tower
tace of the base-plate, screws passing through
the slots of the slidable plates into the thread-

788,302

ed openings in the base-plate, side plates or
braces hinged at their lower ends to the said

upturned ends of the slidable plates and hav-
ing at or near their upper ends an oblique

and a vertical slit, and a strap or band thread-

ed through said slits and adapted to pass
around the heel of a shoe and be secured over
the ankle of the wearer.

5. In an 1ce-creeper the combination with a
base - plate having an upwardly - extending
flange at 1ts front end and provided with lat-
eral slots and a threaded opening adjacent to
sald slots, of laterally-slidable slotted plates
secured to the lower face of the base-plate,
screws passing through the slots of the slid-
able plates into the threaded openings of the
base-plate, said slidable plates provided with
lugs or projections on their upper face fittinge
1in the lateral slots of the base-plate, and said
slidable plates having upturned outer ends,
sicle plates or braces hinged at their lower ends
to the upturned ends of the slidable plates.
and having at or near their upper.ends an ob-
lique and a vertical slit, and a strap or band
threaded through said slits.

EDWARD CORNELIUS BARTLEY.

Witnesses:
GEORGE F. BARTLEY,

C. H. Frorigc.
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