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To all whom & may concermn:

Beit knownthat I, CoArLEs T. WHITSETT, a
citizen of the United States, and a resident of
Indianapolis, in the county of Marion and State
of Indiana, have invented a newand Improved
Flexible Elastic Binder, of which the follow-
ing 1s a full, clear, and exact description.

This invention relates to binders for vari-
OUS purposes; and it consists, substantially, in
the improvements her emaftel particularly de-
scribed, and pointed out in the claim. |

The invention is applicable to a great many
useful purposes; and the objects thereof will
be fully understood from the following de-
Scnptmn taken 1n connection with What 1S
shown 1n the accompanying drawings, in
which—

Kigure 1 1s a view in perspective represent-
ine one application of the improvements.
Fig. 2 is a similar view representing another
application of the improvements. Fig. 3 is
a perspective view of the binder. _

Before proceeding with a more detailed de-
seription it may be stated that my improved
binder is adapted for a great many useful
purposes, and in the form thereof herein
shown 1 preferably construct the same of a
flexible elastic strip having hooks at the ends
thereof, each hook being of speclal construc-
tion, as will be plesentlv explained.

While T have herein illustrated a certain
preferred-embodiment of my improvements,
1t will be understood that I am not limited
thereto 1n precise detail, since immaterial
changes therein may be resorted to coming
within the scope of my invention.

The device may be readily carried 1in the
pocket, so as to be at hand when required for
some of its uses or purposes, and the same
is very simple 1n construction, besides being

01]1pamtively Inexpensive to manufacture
and possessing the capamty for long and re-
peated service.

In Fig. 1 of the drawings I have illustrated
my impm'vements 1n the form of a binder for
supporting or securing in place a cover C ot
an ordinary bath- tub B, the flexible elastic
strip of the binder beuw' designated at 1 and
the hooks at the ends thereof at 2. In Kig.
9 the cover C for the bath-tub is shown as

- folded or rolled into a bundle, while the flexi-

ble elastic strip 1 is wound spirally about the
bundle, so as to be slightly stretched or dis-
tended, the hooks 2 being caught upon diag-
onally opposite corners of the bundle, thus to
recelve portions of the material of the cover
C, between the members of which said hooks
are constituted. Kach hook 2 1s constructed
of a single piece of wire doubled at its mid-
dle, as shown at 3, and having the two mem-
bers thus formed twisted together near their
extremities at 4, the terminals of said mem-
bers being formed into an eye 6, through
which one end of the flexible elastic strip 1 1s
passed or inserted and secured by rivets, eye-
lets, or other suitable fastenings, as shown 1in
Fig. 3. Each hook 2 therefore consists
practically of two bends 5, which are spaced
apart at their greatest curvature, but are con-
nected by the middle bend 3 and twist 4.

A binder of this type when used as a sup-
porting device for the covering C for a bath-
tub i1s extended fransversely across the tub
substantially midway between the ends of the
latter, and the hooks 2 are caught over the
rim of the tub at opposite points. The elas-
ticity of the strip 1 permits the hooks to be
slipped over the rim of the tub and then draws
the hooks into close engagement with the rim,
supporting the cover-sheet securely. When
the binderis used upon the bundle formed by
folding or rolling the sheet C, one of the hooks
1S cauoht upon one corner of the bundle. as
shown in Fig. 2, while the other hookis caught
upon the diagonally opposite®corner of the
bundle, as already explained, the corner por-
tions of the bundle passing between the bends
5 of the two hooks.

My improved binder may be used in secur-
1ng wrappers upon bundles, provided the bun-
dles be within certain dimensions, and prefer-
ably the binder is to be sold to the trade as a
new article of manufacture. |

It 1s obvious that instead of employing the
flexible elastic strip 1 other forms of flexible
elastic connections may be employed between
the hooks.

Having thus described my invention, I claim -

as new and desire tosecure by Letters Patent—
A binder of the character described, com-
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prising a flexible elastic device having hooks
at the ends, each hook being formed of a sin-
ole piece of wire doubled at its middle portion

and having the two members thus formed
twisted together near their extremities and at-

tached to said device, sald members diverging
from each other from said middle portion of
the wire, and being thence deflected in wide
1nturned bends and converging toward each
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other from sald bends to the twisted portions 1o

thereof, as and for the purpose set forth.
In testimon v whereof I have sighed my name
to thisspecification in the presence of two sub-

‘geribing witnesses.

CHARLES T. WHITSETT.
Witnesses:
BaxTEr MoORTON,
EVERARD BorToN MARSHALL.
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