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To all whom it may concerm:

Beitknown that I, Jorun S. NoworNy, acitl-
zen of the United States of America, and a
resident of Madisonville, in the county of
Hamilton and State of Ohio, haveinvented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Card-
Index Files or Cabinets, of which the follow-
1ng 1s a specification.

Th1s invention relates to certain improve-
ments in filing devices, and more pmrtwul&rly
111 such devlces commonlv termed ‘“card?” or

“desk” trays, which are adapted for receiv-
ing cards and which are provided with a fol-
lower for holding such cards in position; and
the object of the invention is to provide a

device of this general character of a simple

and inexpensive nature and of a strong and
durable construction having improved means
for holding the follower in position pressed
upon the cards and also of otherwise improved
character. |

The invention consists 1n certain novel fea-
tures of the construction, combination, and
arrangement of the several parts of the im-
proved filing device whereby certain 1mpor-
tant advantat’res are attained and the device 1s
made mmpler cheaper, and otherwise befter
adapted and more convenient for use than
various other similar devices heretofore em-
ployed, all as will be hereinafter fully set
forth.

The novel features of the invention will be
carefully defined in the claims.

In the accompanying drawings, which serve
to illustrate my invention, Figure 1 is a side
elevation of the improved filing device em-
bodying my improvements, one end of said
device being shown in vertical section to illus-
trate the construction and arrangement of the
follower therein. Fig. 2 1s a plan view of

thereof being shown in opened position. Hig.
3 1s a front end elevation of the device, the lids

or covers being shown in opened position and

one of said lids or covers, together with one side
wall of the casing to which said lid or cover
is hinged, being shown in vertical section.
Fig. 4 is a transverse vertical section taken

the improved filing demce, the lids or covers

or covers being shown in closed position.
Fig. 5 is a perspective view showing the de-
vice as viewed from the rear end, the lids or
covers being shown in full lines in closed and
in dotted lines in opened position.

As shown 1n the views, 1 indicates the body
portion of the 1mp1"oved tray, which 1s made
in the ordinary elongated rectangular form
and has side walls, the upper edoe portions
9 9 of which are shouldered and made, n re-
duced thickness. The body portion1 is open

at the top, and 1ts upper part is adapted to

be closed or covered over by means of lids or

covers 3 3, which have side walls 4 of thick-
ness corresponding with the depth of the.

shoulders or cut-away portions at the reduced
edges 2 of the walls of the body portions, so
that when sald lids or covers are in closed
adjustment the outer surfaces of their side
walls 4 will fit flush upon the outer surfaces
of the side walls of said body portion 1.

- The lids or covers 3 3 are each hinged or
pivotally connected at the side walls 4 with
the side walls of the body portion of the tray
by means of hinges 5 or the like, and said
lids or covers 3 are adapted when in closed

' plane indicated by line ¢ ¢ in Fig. 1, its lids 5o
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adjustment to fit over the open top of said

body portion, with their adjacent edges meet-
ing to produce a close joint, as shown at 6,
and when said lids or covers are in open po-
sition, as shown in Figs. 2 and 3, they depend
down out of the way at opposite sides of the
body portion 1, with their side walls 4 sup-

30

ported by contact upon the sides of the body

portion of the tray.
At the front end of the device the lids or

covers 3 3 are provided with projecting han-

dles 7 7, by the manipulation of which the
lids or covers may be moved 1nto opened or
closed position, and at the rear end of the de-

vice sald lids or covers are provided adjacent

to their hinge connections 5 with the body
portion with projecting headed studs 8 8, over
and around which 1s extended a rubber or
other elastic band 9, which by its tension
serves to hold said lids or covers either in

‘opened or in closed position, the said studs

throucrh the improved filing device in the | 8 8 being in the opening and 01081110‘ of the
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lids or covers moved so as to stand upon op- |

posite sides of the hinges 5 below and above
the same, respectively.

Upon the inner surfaces of the opposite lon-
oltudinal walls of the body portion 1 are ex-
tended frictional engaging devices 10 10,
which, as herein qhown, are formed of thm
metal plates of suitable resilience, the central
portions of which are bent or curved away
from and out of contact with the inner sur-
faces of said longitudinal walls,while the up-
per and lower edges of said metal plates rest
upon sald surfaces of the walls, the upper
edge portions 11 of the metal plates being
bent over the reduced upper portions 2 of
sald longitudinal walls of the body portion,
so as to strengthen the same and to produce
a finish extended along them.

12 1indicates the tfollower, which 1s con-
structed with a vertically-extended body por-
tion of wood or the like, which is extended
transversely across the chamber or space
within the body portion 1 of the device and
has at opposite ends of 1ts upper part pro-
jecting wings or arms 13 13, adapted to rest
and slide along the bent upper edeoes 11 of
the metal plates of which the frictional en-
gaging devices in the body portion are formed,
the lower part of the follower being adapted
to stand 1n position to be firmly held by the
outwardly-bent central portions of said plates,
so that the said bent portions of the plates
are caused to exert upon the ends of the fol-
lower suflicient pressure to maintain the fol-
lower in position when adjusted within the
tray and prevent it from bemg accidentally
moved about therein.

The lower part of the follower is construct-
ed of a horizontal flat block or piece 14, of
wood or the like, held upon the lower edge
of the portion 12 shightly above the bottom
of the body portion 1 and of a width such that
its opposite edge portions 15 15 project upon
opposite front and rear sides of said portion
12, as clearly seen in Figs. 1 and 2.

16 indicates the car ds or like devices held
in the body portion 1, and upon the front
surfaces of sald cards the rearward projection
15 at the base of the follower is adapted to
bear, so as to hold said cards pressed against
the back of the tray, as seen in Fig. 1, the
projection 15 also servingto provide between
the follower and the cards 16 a space =, in
which the finger of the user may be inserted
for pressing the follower forwardly in the
tray. The forward projection 15 upon the
follower is also adapted on engagement with
the front wall of the tray to afford between
said wall and the forward surface of the ver-
tical portion 12 of the follower a similar
space to receive the finger of the user, so that
the follower may be pressed rearwardly in
the tray. For holding the cards or other de-
vices 16 1n inclined position within the tray,
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as shown in Figs. 1 and 2, so that when the 65

follower is moved forward to releas¢tlieé cards
the same will stand 1n position such that the

‘matter written upon themmay be more easily

read, I provide at the rear end of the body
portion a forwardly and downwardly inclined
wall 17, as indicated in dotted lines in Fig. 1
of the dmwmgs

In the use of the device it will be seen that
the lids or covers may be readily opened and
will be held by the elastic band 9 in either
opened or closed adjustment, so that they are
prevented from rattling about or being acci-
dentally opened or closed. When said lids or
covers are opened, the upper index edges of
the cards 16 are exposed, and the finger of
the user may be readily inserted in the space
» between the rear side of the follower and
the forward card 16, so that the follower may
be pressed forward in the tray to release the
cards 16 from pressure, so that they may be
1nspected or freely removed from the tray.

The frictional engaging devices formed of

metal plates 10 afford a satisfactory means for

holding the follower in position either pressed
against the cards to hold them in position or
when moved forward to afford inspection or
removal of the cards, and said metal plates 10
also withstand the wear which would other-
wise be imposed upon the sides of the body
portion and serveto reinforce and strengthen
the reduced upper edges of the same, so that
said upper edges are prevented from being
cracked or damaged.

The improved filing device constructed as
above described is of an extremely simple
and Inexpensive nature and is especially well
adapted for use, since it is of a very strong
and durable construction and 1s capable of
convenient operation, and 1t will also be ob-
vious from the above description that the de-
vice 1s capable of considerable modification
without material departure from the princi-
ples and spirit of the invention, and for this
reason I do not wish to be understood as limit-
ing myself to the precise form and arrange-
ment of the several parts of the device as hel e-
in sef forth In carrying out my invention in
practice.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, 1S—

1. A filing device comprising a body por-
tion having elongated side walls frictional
engaging devices extended alonﬂ* said side
walls and a follower transversely e\tended in
the body portion with ends engaged on said
frictional engaging devices.

2. A filing device comprising a body por-
tion having elongated side walls, elastic en-
gaging devices extended along said side walls
ancd a follower transversely extended in the
body portion with ends engaged on said elas-

| tic engaging devices.
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3. A filing device comprising a body por-
tion having elongated side walls, metal plates
extended along the side walls with resilient
portions extended inward beyond the inner
surfaces thereof and a follower transversely
extended in the body portion with ends en-
oaged on the extended resilient portions of

the metal plates at the side walls of said body

portion.

4. A filing device comprising a body por-
tion having elongated side walls, metal plates
extended along the inner surfaces of the side
walls with central resilient portions pressed
inward in the body portion out of contact with
the side walls and with upper edges extended
over the upper edges of the side walls and a
follower transverselv extended in the body
portion with arms rested on said upper edges
of the side walls and ends frictionally eno'a,cred
by the resilient central portions of said metal
plates.

5. A filing device comprising an elongated
body portion adapted to receive index- cards
or the like and having its rear end wall in-

o

clined forwardly and downwardly for holding
said cards in rearwardly-inclined position, a
follower movable back and forth within said
body portion, and a horizontal flat bar pro-
vided along the lower edge of the follower,
elevated slwhtly above the bottom of the said
body portion and projecting forwardly and
rearwardly beyond the said-lower edge of the
follower, the forwardly - projecting edge of
the flat bar being adapted for engagement
with the front wall of said body portion when

.the latter is full to hold the follower spaced

from said front wall and the rearwardly-pro-
jecting edge of the flat bar being adapted for
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engagement with the inclined cards for hold- -

ing them in position with the follower spaced

away therefrom for ready manipulation.
Signed at Cincinnati, Ohlo this 14th day of
J ulv, 1904.

JOHN S. NOWOTNY.

Witnesses:
JouN HrLias JONES,
WiILLIAM SCHUCHARDT.

......

40




	Drawings
	Front Page
	Specification
	Claims

