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To all whom it maiy concer:

Be 1t known that I, Epcar Amos SwWrET, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Peace-
cale, in the county of Washington and State
of Rhode Island, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Explosive Fire-
Alarm Buttons, of which the following is a
specliication.

This invention is a fire-alarm of the general
size and shape of a button charged with an ex-
plosive and provided with one or more fuses
which project laterally outward in position to
be ignited by a flame. The device is provided
with a rearwardly-projecting spur by which it
may be readily secured to the walls, wall deco-
rations, celling., or floor of a room with the
fuses 1n proximity to the surface in position
to g1ve Instant warning of the presence of fire.

In its preferred form the alarm consists of
a shallow metal cup with spaced lateral open-
Ings near 1ts base, a separate packet of an ex-
plosive in the base of the cup with integral
fHlat fuses which extend through the openings,
and a layer of plaster-of-paris overlying and
confining the explosive.

Referring to the accompanying drawings,
Figure 1 is a front elevation, and Fig. 2 is a
vertical axial section, of the preferred form
of fire-alarm; and Fig. 3 is a front elevation,
and Fig. 4 is a vertical axial section, of a
modified form of fire-alarm. -

'The alarm shown in Figs. 1 and 2 comprises
a shallow receptacle 1, preferably stamped out
of tin-plate. A spur 2, shown as the point of
an ordinary tack, projects rearwardly from
the back of the cup, the head of the tack be-
_ A charge 3 of an ex-
plosive, such as gunpowder or guncotton, is
held 1n a thin paper container which has
short Integral radial flat extensions 4, also
filled with an explosive and constituting fuses.
These fuses, shown as four in number, pro-
ject through lateral openings in the sides of
the cup 1 near its base in position to lie sub-
stantially on the surface of the object to
which the alarm is attached. A disk 5 of
paraflined cardboard is forced into the cup
upon the explosive, and the cup is then filled

plaster-of-paris, which is held in place by the
inwardly-bent edge 7 of the cup.

The alarm shown in Figs. 8 and 4 also com-
prises a shallow sheet-metal cup 1’, having
the head of a tack 2 soldered to its back, and
an explosive charge 3, having fuses 4, which
project through lateral openings near the base
of the cup. In this instance, however, the
charge 1s confined by a felt wad 8, which is
held in place by a sheet-metal cap 9, having
slots 10, which receive the fuses, and a flanged
edge 11, which is bent underneath the bacl
of the cup.

It will be seen that this alarm is simple,
neat, and inexpensive. It can be attached to

‘the surface of a room or its furniture, with

1ts fuses in proximity thereto, and while it is
unobtrusive and of small size it contains a
sufficient charge ot explosive to give warning
to persons in distant parts of the building.
It can be manufactured in various sizes and
shapes and 1n assorted colors to match the ob-
ject to which 1t 1s attached.

I claim-—

1. Anexplosive fire-alarm button, compris-
ing a shallow receptacle having lateral open-
ings at various points around its periphery,
an explosive charge in said receptacle, inte-
gral fusesextending from said charge through
sald lateral openings, and means for confin-
ing sald charge, as set forth.

2. Anexplosive fire-alarm button, compris-
ing a shallow receptacle having a spur pro-
Jecting from its back and a lateral opening or
openings, a separate packet of an explosive
in sald receptacle having an integral fuse or
fuses extending through said lateral opening
or openings, and means for confining said ex-
plosive, as set forth.

3. Anexplosive fire-alarm button, compris-
ing a shallow receptacle having lateral open-
Ings at various points around its periphery,
an explosive charge in said receptacle, a paper
charge-contalner having integral fusesextend-
ing through said lateral openings, and means
for confining said charge, as set forth.

4. Anexplosive fire-alarm button, compris-
ing a shallow receptacle having attaching

with a layer 6 of plastic material, such as | means at its back and lateral openings at vari-
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ous points around its periphery, an explosive
charge in said receptacle, fuses extending
from =aid charge through said lateral open-
ings, and an ea,sﬂy fra,nmble confiner for said
Ch&l ge, as set forth.

5. An explosive fire-alarm button, compris-
mo*ashallow receptacle having a spur prc)]ect-
ing from its back and a lateral opening or
openings, a separate packet of an explosive

ro 1n sald receptacle having an inteoral fuse or

fuses extending through said lateral opening
or openings, and a layer of a plastic composi-
tion confining said charge, as set forth.

In testimony whereof T affix my swnature 1n.
presence of two witnesses.

EDGAR AMOS SWEET.

Witnesses:
Frang W. CrLEMMS,
Mary W. SWEET.
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