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To all whom ©t may concermn:

Beit known that I, Grorar Dovas, a citizen
of the United States, residing in the city,

county, and State of New York, have invented |

certain new and useful Improvementsin Door-
Catches, of which the following is a specifica-
tion.

My 1nvention relates to a catch such as is
used for cupboard-doorsand thelike, the same
being merely adapted to hold the door in
pldce and not to lock 1t. |

It 1s generally desirable on smallcupboal ds
and cases of various kinds to have a catch

which will hold the door in place when the

same 1s slammed and which will release itself
when the. door i1s opened, the catch merely
o1ving such resistance as 1s necessary to re-

tain ‘the door 1n place under ordinary condi-

tions.

With this object in view I have provided a
very snnple and effective catch, as well as an
Inexpensive one.

The details of my invention and further ob-
jects will be more apparent in the descrlptlou
and claims hereinafter.

In the drawings forming part of this speci-

fication, Figure 1 1s a sectional view through
a portion of a door provided with my inven-

Fig. 2 1s a face view
Fig. 3 is a side view

tion and a door-casing.
of my improved catch.
of the same.
catch as 1t appears before being attached to
the door. Fig. 5 1s a section on the line 5 5
of Fig. 4, and Fig. 6 is a perspective view of
the latch. Fig. 7 is a perspective view of the
spring. -
While my improved catch is adapted for re-
talning a door in its proper place, it may be
applied either to the door and then adapted
to engage with a recess in the casing or the
two may be reversed and the catch placed in

" the casing, although I prefer the former. and
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will describe my invention as so placed. The
primary object of my invention is to provide
a catch in which the latch will have a double
rocking point, so that the same will give way
upon being pressed from either direction and
in this respect I believe I am the first to pro-
duce such a device. -

Referring to the drawings, 1 represents the |

Fig. 4 1s a rear view of the

| edge of a door which engages with the usual

casing 2, both of which may be of any de-
sired construction. As a basis for my catch
I provide a plate 3, which 1s countersunk in
the edge of a door, as is shown in Figz. 1, the

same being held in place by any suitable

screws, such as 4. On the door-casing I have
provided a similar plate 5 with a rectangular
aperture, which defines the edges of an open-
ing 6, cut 1n the casing to receive the latch.
For the purpose of engaging with the plate
5 to retain the door in position I have pro-
vided a lateh 7, and in the specific construc-
tion which T have used it consistsof a plece of

‘a flat metal bent transversely in a V shape, so

as to provide an outwardly-extending portion
3, the rounded sides of which are adapted to
engage with the door-casing. Instead of hav-
ing the latch recede under spring action hori-
zontally, asis commonly done, 1 have provided
a double bearing means, so that the latch will
tilt or rock on one of the sets of bearings when

‘thelatchis pressed fromonedirection and when

compressed from the opposite direction it will
t1lt on the reverse hearings, both of which ac-
tions being resisted by theaction of the spring.
For the above purposes I have provided four
lugs numbered 1n pairs, respectively, 9 and 10,

1 each of which engages with the casing 3 when

the latch 1s placed through the aperture 11 in
the casing 3. I also provide two recesses 12 in
the latch, in which I mount a small spindle 13,
about which 1s coiled a spiral spring 14. The
ends of this spring are held by any suitable

means, such as the upturned lugs 15, through

which the ends of the spring are passed. It
1s of course desirable that the ends of the
spring engage at their ends at such a point
that they will cause the spring to resist the
movementof the latch whether the latter rocks
on the pair of lugs 9or10. The spring serves
the double purpose of holding the lateh in
f)lace and resisting 1t in 1ts movements on the
ugs. |

Various changes in details of construction
and position of parts may be made without
departing from the spirit of my invention,
which in its broadest aspect consists in pro-
viding a door-catch with a latch adapted to oss
cillate.
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2.

Having described my invention, what I
claim 1s—

1. Adoor-catch provided with a latch which
is adapted to engage with the door-casing, said
latch being adapted to oscillate by moving
tromdifferent pivotal points, and means for re-
sisting the latch in its oscillating movements.

2. A door-catch comprising a plate, a latch .

mounted thereon and adapted to oscillate from
both sides transversely of the latch and a
spring adapted to resist the oscillation of said
latch. -

3. A door-catch comprising a plate, a latch
having a plurality of lugs engaging with the
plate and on which the said latch is adapted
to oscillate from either side when the latch is
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pressed from either side and a spring adapted
to resist the movement of the latch.

4. A door-catch comprising a plate having
inturned lugs and an aperture, a latch having
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sets of lugs 9 and 10 engaging the casing, a -

cross-spindle engaging the latch, a springe en-
gaging sald spindle and said inturned lugs
whereby the spring will hold the lateh in place
and resist 1ts oscillating action either on the
lugs 9 or 10.

Signed this 12th day of October, 1904.
GEORGE DOVAS.

—_

"Witnesses:
CHARLES (. HENSLEY,
GusTaAvE 1. ARDNOW.
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