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To «ll whonv 7t nuey coneeri:

Beitknown that LJoux Maxy Forurz, aciti-
zen of the United States, residing at Quincy,
in the county of Adams .amd State of Illinois,

s have invented certain new and useful Improve-

to be a full, clear, and exact description of

the mmntl{)n, such as will enable othersskitied

in the art to which it appertains to malke and
ro use the same.

My invention relatestotops; and the objects
of the same areto produce a top provided with
detonating means and also provided with
means fov spinning the top upon a string or

r5 wire. These and other objects are attained by
means of the construction ill wtrated 1n the
accompanying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a side view of a top in the posi-
tion which 1t occupiles when spinning upon a

20 string or wire and shows in dotted lines the
position which the top assumes atter 1t has
ceased revolving and is disconnected from the
wire to fall and explode a match-head. Fig.
2 1s a central ver tical section through the top.

2z Fig. 3 1s a perspective view of the interior
wheel and its shaft. Fig. 4 is a detail per-
spective view showing the split ring secured
at one end of the hollow central shatt.

Referring to the drawings for a more de-

30 tailed description of the invention, the nu-
meral 1 designates the body of the top, com-
prising a wheel having an enlarged periphery
2, a central hub 3, and a web 4, extending
from the huab to the enlarged periphery. Ix-

35 tending centrally through the hub 1sa tubular
shaft 5, the opposite ends of which are rough-

ened or milled for a purpose which will pres--|

ently appear. One of the ends of said tubu-
lar shaft may be split, as at 6. The outer
4o shell T consists of two extending domes or caps
provided with per forations thr ouﬂh which the
tubular shaft 5 passes, saud shaft being jour-
naled 1n the
volve therein. Detachably connected in one
45 end of the tubular shaft 5 1s a split ring S,
having a shank 9, journaled to revolve in a
blug 10, said plue being .uhptul to fit within
one end of the tubular shaft 5. The shank 9
is provided with a head 11 to pr event the shank

| from withdrawal from the plug 10.

ments in Tops: and I do declare the following |

- thus explode the mateh-head «.

sald pertforations to freely re-

A match
may be inserted in the opposite end of the hol-
low shank 5, the head of said match project-
inge beyond tl end of the shank, as shown in
the drs AWINGS.

The operation of my top is as follows: The
spinning cord or string may be wound abouL
the milled end of the shaft 5, containing the
split ving 8. The top 1s held in one hand by
means of the shell 7 and the string 1s drawn
outward to spin the top within the shell. The
top may then be placed upon a support, where
it will be permitted to revolve until the match-
head « comes into contact with same rough-
ened surface or sufficient friction has been
created to explode and ignite the match. 1t
will be understood that many of the matches
in use to-day may be recarded as detonating
matches— that is to say, when ignited the
matches explode. It is this class of matches
which the top is designed to explode.

When it 1s desired to spin the top upon a
string or wire, an explosive match-head is
placed in one end of the tubular shaft 5 and
the top 1s spun in the usual manner. 'The
Spht rine 8 is then placed upon a wire or cord

12, which may be suspended upon the up-
riochts 13 14, as shown in Fig. 1. The shank
9 of the split ring 8 1ev01vmu freely within
the plug 10 permits the top to assume an up-
richt position upon the wire or cord and grad-
mlh moves from the upright 13 towar d the
upnuht 14.  After the top has ceased spin-
ning 1t will by oravity swing from the upper

%ulu of the wire or cord to the lower side there-

of and owing to the construction of the split
ring 8 the top will be disengaged from the
wire 12 and drop to the floor or Ttable 15, and
Owing to the
fact that the ends of the shatt 5 are wutlhuu‘ﬂ
the plug 10 may be inserted 1n cither end of
said shaftt and the matech may be inserted n
the opposite end.

From the foregoing it will be seen that my

top is comparatively simple in construction,

can be manufactured at slight cost, 1s a toy
which creates considerable amusement, and
can be operated by a young or inexperienced
person.
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Having thus described my invention, what
1 claim asnew, and desire to secure by Letters

Patent, 1s— |
1. A top having a central tubular shaft, a

‘wheel mounted thereon, a shell within which

the shaft is journaled at its opposite ends, a

split ring mounted to revolve in one of. the

ends of the shaft and means on the opposite
end of the shaft to hold a match.

2. A combined spinning and detonating toy

‘comprising a hollow shatt, a wheel mounted

thereon, said shaft being split for holding a
match at one end and a rotatable split ring
mounted 1n the opposite end of said shaft for
spinning the top upon a string or wire, sub-
stantially as described.
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3. A detonating-top comprising a central
wheel, a hollow shaft passing through the
wheel, said shaft being split at one end to hold
a match, and a split ring mounted to revolve
in the opposite end of the shaft, said top de-
signed to be spun upon a cord or wire and per-
mitted to drop from said cord or wire to ex-

plode a match, substantially as deseribed.
In testimony whereof I have hereunto set

my hand in presence of two subscribing wit-
nesses.

JOHN MANN FULTZ.

Witnesses:
W. H. KegaTn,
CHARLES WHEAT.
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