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- No. 787,124.

~ UNITED STATES

BEST AVAILABLE COF

Patented April 11, 1905.

PATENT OFFICE.

IENRY SEXTON, OF SIOUX CITY, IOWA.

BANANA-CRATE.

~ SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 787,124, dated April 11, 1900.
- Applica,tion filed May 11,1904, Serial No, 207,461,

To all whonm & may COnCeri: "

Beit known that I, HENRY SEXTON, a citizen

f the United States, residing at Sioux City,
1 the county of Woodbury and State of lowa,
‘whoseé post-office address is Sioux City, 1o wa, )
1ave invented a new and useful Improvement

~ 'n Banana-Crates:; and I do declare the follow-

ng to bea full, clear, and exact description of
:he same, reference being had to the accom-
yanying drawings, forming a part thereof.

. My invention relates to means for shipping
‘ruit, more particularly bananas; and the ob-
ject of my invention is to provide a crate 1n
wvhich certain kinds of fruit may be packed

wd shipped at so little cost as to make its |

sreservation or return unnecessary. It 1s
vell known to the trade that banana-crates
10w in use are too costly to abandon after one
shipment and the damage to crates and ex-
bense of their return onlyadd to the original

~sost. - My crate is intended for one shipment

ynly, and the cost of construction 1s so small
-hat it may then be thrown away. At the
same time it is strong enough to meet every
requirement of safety in shipment.

" The invention consists in the novelty of con-
* struction and arrangement of parts, as will be
pointed out in the claim. |

Irawings, in which-— |

Figure 1is a view of my invention 1n per-
~spective, showing the crate open. Fig. 21sa
sectional plan view, and Fig. 3is a view in side

slevation, showing the crate packed and ready

for shipment. |

~ Like parts are designated by similar letters
of reference. . | |
A is the bottom of the crate and consists of
a flat rectangular piece of wood. The sides
B, C, D, and E are composed of two thick-
nesses of paper, ¢ being the inside paper and &
the outside, between which at regular inter-
vals are inserted slats or narrow strips of w ood
¢ ¢ ¢ ¢,.the paper being fastened to the slats by
means of tacks A A A. There are provided
two slats for each side of the crate, the upper
edge of the paper extending beyond the slats,
so that it may be gathered together and tied

~ with a string ¢, as seen in Fig. 3. If it 1s de- |

" Reference is now had to the accompanying

| sired to provide against frost for shipment in

cold weather, straw or excelsior d is packed

‘between the two papers, as shown by the

broken lines of the paper ¢ in Kig. 1. |
When the crate is constructed, the sides b,

C, and E are secured to the bottom A by driv-

ing nails # 7 7 through the lower ends of the
slats into the edges of the bottom. The side
D is left open for the insertion of the fruit.

| A small wire ¢ for binding the crate is passed

around the sides near the middle and secured
to the slats by the brackets 7 ¢ 4, the ends ot
the wire extending slightly beyond the adja-
cent edges of the two sides D and C.

When about to be packed, the crate is laid
upon the side B and the fruit-inserted through
the open side. This side is then closed, the
nails are driven through the slats into the bot-
tom, and the ends of the wire twisted together,
as seen in Fig. 3. The crate is then stood
upon its bottom, the upper ends of the paper
gathered together and secured, and the packed
fruit is ready for shipment.

" T do not limit myself to the exact construc-
tion here shown or described, as modifica-
tions of the device may be introduced without
departing from the principle of my invention.,

Having described my invention, what 1
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, 15—

Ina fruit-crate, the combination of a wooden
bottom, side pieces composed of double paper
reinforced by perpendicular wooden strips be-
tween said papers forming a space therein for
the insertion of straw, said side pieces adapt-
ed for nailing to said bottom and extending

upward beyond said wooden strips, the exten-

sion of said side pieces forming a hood adapt-
ed to be gathered and tied, a tying means for
said hood and a wire passing around and se-
cured to said crate for binding the same, sub-
stantially as described. |

In testimony whereof 1 hereunto afiix my
signature in the presence of two witnesses.

HENRY SEXTON.

Witnesses:
. W. LoHRr,
H. C. GARDINER.
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