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 To all whom it may concermn:

. Be it known that I, Caarres F. HoFeLDT,
a citizen of the United States, and a resident
of Lloyd, in the county of Chouteau and State

| 5 of Montana, have invented a new and lm-.

proved Wire-Stretcher, of which the follow-
ing is a full, clear, and exact description.
This invention relates to improvements in

devices for stretching and repairing wires of |

10 wire fences, the object being to provide a

wire-stretcher of simple and novel construc-

tion and by means of which a wire may.be

tightly drawn with comparatively little man-
~ ual exertion. T - |

15
‘my invention and then point out the novel
- features in the appended claims.

Reference is to be had to the accompanyiﬁg.

drawings, forming a part of thisspecification,

in which similar characters of reference indi-
cate corresponding partsin all the figures.

Figure 1 is a plan view of a wire-stretcher
embodying my invention. Fig. 2 is a section

20

on the line 2 2 of Fig. 1, and Fig. 8 is a plan |

view showing the device as employed for
stretching a length of wire between posts.
Referring to the drawings, 5 designates a
frame, on the outer end of which 1s a.cross-
bar 6, having a handpiece 7 at one end and
30
| a stake-post 9, which may be driven into the

oround. The collar will be of such size as to-

move readily up and down on the stake-post.
The frame 5 has a forward extension 10, pro-

35

acting with a jaw member 12 on a lever 13,
having link connections 14 with the said ex-

connection with the wire by means of a lever
15, mounted to swing on the extension 10 and

neath the lever 13, as clearly indicated 1n
Fig. 2. oL

Extended outward in opposite directions
from the frame 5 are arms 17 18, to which
clamp-carrying levers 19 20 are pivoted. At

extended jaw member 21, coacting with jaw
| members 22, mounted to swing on the levers.
so These jaws 22 are rounded at the end, and

/

I will describe a W'ire_-s'tre_tcher"'e'm_bodying-

at the other end a collar 8 for engaging around

vided with a clamping or jaw member 11, co-
tension 10. The jaw 12 is held in clamping’

having a projection 16 for engaging under-

the forward end of each lever is an upwardly-

i

| ner side, and this stud or sleeve has a bearing

| clamp-carrying levers.

Fig. 1.

they have rearwardly-extended lever portions
03, which are arranged at an incline, thus
forming cam-surfaces designed to be engaged
by the rounded ends of locking-levers 24, piv-
oted to the clamp-carrying levers. By ma- 55 |
nipulating the levers 24 it is obvious that the
jaws 22 will be caused to clamp the wire
tightly between said jaws and the jaws 21.
Operating in the frame 5 is a screw-shatt
95, which at-its forward end has a bearing in 60
the front wall 26 of the frame, and at its other
end it is connected to a crank-handle 27, which--
is provided with a stud or sleeve 28 on its in-
in the outer end wall of the frame. 05
Arranged tomove along thescrew 1s a cross--

| head 29, which of course has a tapped open-
ing in which the screw operates, and from the

outer ends of the cross-head, which extend
laterally of the frame, links 30 extend to piv- 70
otal connections with the outer ends of the
In the operation when it is desired to splice -
or connect the ends of a broken wire between
posts the clamping devices carried by the 75
clamp-carrying levers are tightly engaged
with the wires extended from opposite posts, -
and while the ecollar 8 is in connection with
the stake 9 the screw-shaft is to be rotated in
a direction to move the cross-head 29 toward do
the cross-bar 6. The links 30 will then force |
the outer ends of the levers 19 and 20 from
each other. moving the jaw portions of the

two levers which are engaged with the wires

toward each other, and then after lappingthe 83
meeting ends of the wires the clamp compris- |
ing the jaws 11 and 12 1s to be engaged with
these lapped ends, after which the ends may
be twisted around the wires, as indicated in _
- | 90
~ When the device isused for building a fence
or stretching a continuous wire from one post
to another, only one clamping device is to be
employed, and the clamping end of the other
clamp-carrying lever will be anchored to the 95
next post from the one to which the wire is
to be immediately secured by staples. Ior
this purpose I show on the 1nner end of the
lever 19 a ring 31, from which a chain 82 passes

around the post z. The device is to be op- 100
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erated in the manner above described, except-
ing that the jaws 11 and 12 are not to be en-
gaged with the wire. The only Jaws engago-
ing with the wire are those carried by the
clamp - carrying levers adjacent to the post
through which the wireisto besecured. A fter
securing the wire or wires to this post the de-
vice is to be carried and connected to the post
next to the post z and the wire or wires se-
cured to said post x. It is obvious that by
means of the screw and the crank-handle 97 3
great stretching power may behad by a com-
paratively little manual exertion on the part
of the operator.

If on the first stretching the wire is not suf-
ficiently tight, the wire may be clamped in
the middle clamp or with the clamp attached
to the post and the frame acain opened and
operated as before.

- Having thusdescribed my in vention, I claim

asnew and desire tosecure by Letters Patent—

1. A wire-stretcher com prising a frame, a
center clamp carried by the frame, clamp-car-
rying levers mounted to swing on opposite
sides of the frame, means for swinging the le-
vers, and an anchoring attachment on the in-

‘ner end of one of the levers.

2. A wire - stretcher comprising a frame,
means for anchoring the frame, clamp-carry-
Ing levers at opposite sides of the frame and
having swinging relation thereto, a screw for
operating in the frame, a cross-head actuated
by said screw, and link connections between
sald eross-head and the clamp-carrying levers.

5. A wire-stretcher comprising a frame, a
cross-bar on the frame, a device carried by
sald cross-bar for engaging with a stake, arms
extended outward from the frame., clamp-car-
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rying levers mounted to swing on said arns,
a screw for operating in the frame, a cross-
head movable by said screw, and link connee-
tions between said cross-head and said levers.

4. In a wire - stretching device, a frame,
means for anchoring the frame, a serew-shaft
for operating in the frame, a cross-head nov-

able along said serew-shaft, a clamp-carrying

lever having swingino connection with the
frame, a link connection between the levor
and cross-head, a jaw member on the forward
end of said lever, a jaw member mounted to
swing on the lever, the said SWINZING jaw
member having an inclined lever portion, and
a locking-lever mounted to Swing on the first-
named lever for engaging with the inclined
lever.

d. A wire-stretcher comprising a frame, a
forward extension on said frame having a jaw
member, a jaw mounted to swing on said for-
ward extension, a locking-lever mounted to
swing on the extension and having chgage-
ment with the jaw-lever to hold it in clamp-
Ing position, arms extended outward froni the
frame, clamp-carryinglevers monnted toswin )
on satd arms, a screw-shaft for operating In
the frame, a cross-head moved by said serew-
shaft, link connections between the Cross-
head and clamp-carrying levers, and means
for anchoring the device.

In testimony whereof I have sioned my name
to this specification in the presence of two sul-
scribing witnesses.

CHARLES F. HOFELDT.

Witnesses:
WeLLiNgToN S. TowNER,
Hexry Ruscm.
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