- PATENTED APR. 4, 1905,

e :

FENCE POST.
APPLICATION FILED JULY 19, 1904,

L. W. JOENSON.
i

7

/T

dmuve nior
attat&mﬂ

S raaz';?PKJb/zzzsoﬁ.

" Yoeise §), oo

o . .
N N B N
/ﬂﬂ@.ﬁf.ﬁw/é

.\.__t-_\\. h__. ._l__..__\__..i._F S AT LTSI SY, hﬁh\ﬂ\.\,\.\\.‘h‘\.\.\lﬂ‘hﬂ‘hﬁ\ V2L LITITTITTIFETTSLNTNIVIFITIIIETITIE AVIrES

,///

- .w-iftmmmo o | |



I35

20

30

35

40

45

No. 786,568,

UNITED STATES

Patented April 4, 1905,

PATENT OFFICE.

LOUIS W. JOHNSON, OF MOUNT VERNON, MISSOURL

FENCE-POST.

- SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 786,568, dated April 4, 1905.
Application filed July 19,1904, Serial No. 217,199,

1o all whom it may concern.

Be 1t known that I, Louis W. JouNsoN, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Mount
Vernon, in the county of Lawrence and State
ot Missouri, have invented new and usetul Im-
provements in Fence-Posts, of which the fol-
lowing 1s a specification.

This invention relates to fence-posts.

The principal object of the invention is to
facilitate the operation of driving a fence-
post into any character of soil and to prevent
the post from mushrooming or spreading at
1ts upper end as a result of the blows deliv-
ered thereupon during the driving operation.

Further objects of the invention are to 1m-
prove, simplity, and strengthen the construc-
tion of tence-posts as well as to increase their
durability. |

The principal object of the invention is ac-
complished, preferably, by providing a tubu-
lar fence-post having an open upper end and
a cap adapted to fit the upover end thereof and
having a spring adapted to fit into the inte-
rior of said post, whereby the cap is held tem-
porarily in position upon the post and serves
as a buffer to receive the blows delivered dur-

‘1ng the operation of driving the post into the

oround, said cap thus acting to prevent any
deformation of the post. The operation of
driving the post into any character of soil is

Tfacilitated further by providing a solid point-

ed end adapted to penetrate the soil, and the
cdurability of the post is increased by forming
in 1ts lower end above the solid point thereof
a plurality of exit openings or perforations,
whereby any water which may collect in the
post during a rain or from any other cause
may drain off without difficulty.

In the accompanying drawings, forming
part of - this specification, Figure 1 is a side
elevation of a fence embodying in its construc-
tion a plurality of posts constructed in accord-
ance with the invention, the wires or runners
being removed from one of the posts. TFig.
218 a vertical section of a post constructed in
accordance with the invention, the improved
driving-cap being shown in position. Fig. 3
1S a perspective view of the driving-cap.

Like reference-numerals indicate corre-

50 sponding parts throughout the several views.

The reference-numeral 1 indicates the im-
proved post, which, preferably, is tubular in
form and 1s provided with a solid pointed
lower end 2. Above the pointed lower end 2
the post 1 1s formed with a plurality of per-
forations 3, by means of which any water
which may collect in the post during a rain or
from any other cause may drain off instead of
being permitted to remain in the post, and
thus promote injurious corrosive action. At
1ts upper end the post 1 1s formed internally
with serew-threads 4, by means of which. a
suttable ornamental cap 5 may be screwed
thereon when so desired. | s

In order to facilitate the operation of driv-
ing the postinto hard soil without causing the
deformation of its upper end, an improved
driving-cap, such as 6, is provided. The driv-
ing-cap 6 1s formed with a depending annular
flange 7, adapted to fit around the upper end
of the post, and thus prevent any spreading
or mushrooming thereof. An approximately
U-shaped spring 8 is fastened intermediate its
ends to the cap 6 by means of a screw or bolt
9 and 1s adapted to fit into the upper end of
the post 1 and to exert outward pressure there-
on In order temporarily to secure the cap 6
firmly upon the post during the operation of
driving said postinto the ground. The lower
paralle]l ends of the spring 8 preferably ex-
tend below the annular flange 7 of the driving-
cap, so as to exert greater outward pressure
upon the post, and the lower parallel ends ot
said spring preferably are bent toward each
other, as shown at 10, in order that they may
be fitted readily into the upper end ot the post
when placing the cap in position thereon.

In driving the posts into the ground it is
necessary to use only one driving-cap 6, said
driving-cap being fitted in turn to each post
and used as a buffer to receive the blows of
the mallet or sledge-hammer 1n driving the
rost and being then removed and applied to
the next post. After a post has been driven
into the ground and the driving-cap removed
therefrom a suitable ornamental cap, such as
5, may be applied thereto, if desired.

The 1nvention preferably contemplates the

~use of a post 1, having horizontal slots 11, into
| each of which slots one of the wires or run-
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ners 12, constituting part of a fence, is in-
serted, said wires or runners being held se-
curely in place by mmeans of any suitable ver-
tical rod or wire 13, passing down through
each post and locking the wires or runners se-
curely within the slots 11. When it is de-
sired to form a gap in the fence, as shown in
Fig. 1, the vertical rod or wire 18 is with-
drawn through the upper end of the post by
first removing the ornamental cap 5, and the
wires or runners may then be removed easily
from the slots.

The posts of this invention are strong, du-
rable, and inexpensive in construction, and by
using the improved driving-cap 6 they may be
driven into any character of soil without in-
jurious spreading at the upper end of the post,
which would prevent it from possessing an or-
namental appearance or being adapted to re-
celve an ornamental cap.

Having thus described the invention, what
is claimed 18—

1. A tubular fence-posthaving slots therein

to receive wires, a lower pointed end, water-
exit pertomtlons above the lower pomted end,
and internal screw-threads at its upper end
and a removable driving-cap fitted over the
upper end of the post and having a U-shaped
spring secured therete and fitting into the up-
per end of the post.
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2. A fence-post-driving cap having a de-
pending annular flange and a U- shaped Spring
secured to the lower s surface of said cap.

3. A fence-post-driving cap having a de-
pending annular flange, and a U-shaped Spring
secured to sald cap 1n31de the annular flange,
the ends of said spring projecting beyond said
annular flange.

4. A fence- -post-driving cap having a de-
pending annular flange, and a U- shaped Spring
secured to said cap 1n81de the annular flange,
the ends of said spring projecting beyond said
annular flange and being bent toward each
other.

5. A fence comprising a plurality of fence-

posts, each having a pointed solid end, a plu-
rality of water-exit perforations adjacent to

said solid pointed end, a plurality of horizon-
tal slots, and internal screw-threadsat its up-
per end., a plurality of wires or runners fitted
into the horizontal slots of the posts, and a
wire or rod within each post for holdmo' the
runners in place.

In testimony whereof I affix my sig natm elin
presence of two witnesses.

LOUIS W. JOHNSON.

Witnesses:
JamMes A. HARRIs,
Wa. FrREDRICK.
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