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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, EDWARD A. STEETZER, a
citizen of the United States, residing at W yan-
dotte, inthe county of Wayne, State of Michi-
oan, h.‘:We 1nvented certain new and useful Im-
pr ovements in Camera-Stands; and I do de-
clare the following to be a full, clear, and ex-
act description of “the invention, such as will
enable others skilled 1n the art to which 1t ap-
pertains to-make and use the same, reference
being had to the accompanying drawings, and
to the figures of reference marked thereon,
which form a part of this specification.

Thisinvention relates to a portable camera-
stand; and it consists in the construction and
arrancement of parts hereinafter fully set
forth, and pointed out particularly in the
claims.

The object of the invention is to provide a

stand of the character described, of simple,

strong, and inexpensive construction, in which
the arrangement is such as to enable the stand
to be folded into a small compass for carry-
ing and easily and quickly set up for use,
forming when in position a stand for the
caiera “whereon the camera may be suppor ted
at any desired elevation.

The above object is attained by the struc-
ture illustrated in the accompanying draw-
ings, in which—

qure 1s a perspective view of a camera-
stand mvolvlnﬂ' my invention. FKig. 2 1s a

- perspective view of thestand folded for carry-

4.0

ing. Fig.3isacentral vertical section through
the body of the stand and vertically-movable
standard, parts being broken away. FKig. 4
1s a fragmentary view 1n perspective, showing
the manner of joining the legs to the body.
Fig. 5 1s a fragmentary view 1n perspective,
showing the manner of clustering the legs in
the concavo-convex retaining-disk atthe lower
end of the standard. |

Referring to the characters of reference, 1
designates the body of the stand, which may
be of any suitable size and length required
and through which is adapted to slide verti-
cally the standard 2, having upon one face
thereof a metal strip 3, adapted to be engaged
by the set-screw 4, passing through a tapped

so bushing 5 in the body ot the stand, whereby

|

I the standard may be secured at any desired

height. Embracing thelower end of the body

portion i1s a metal sheath 6, from which is
struck or stamped, upon each side thereof at
its lower edge, the integral wings 7, forming
inclined recesses or housings. Hinged at 8
to the lower end of the body 1 are the legs 9,
which are of the same transverse diameter as
said housings and are adapted to swing out-
wardly therein when their lower ends are

spread for the purpose of supporting the

stand, as shown in Fig. 1. The point of the
hinging of said legs bemO' coincident with the
ancrle formed by the conjunction of the hous-
ings with the metal sheath 6, the legs when
spread lie against the inclined wall of said
housings, which serves asa firm supportthere-
for, thereby imparting to the legs the requi-
Slte rigidity, while the embracing sides of said
housingssupportthe legsagainst Tateral move-
ment.

Upon the lower end of the standard 3 is a

concavo-convex disk 10, which is adapted to
embrace the lower ends of the legs when the
standard i1s down and said legs are folded there
on, as shown in Kig. 2, wher cby by tighten-
ing the set-screw 4 so as to prevent a lonu 1-
tudinal movement of the standard, the legb
may be securely confined in sald position,
thereby reducing the stand to a very small
COINPAss.

When it is desired to set up the stand for
use, the set-screw is loosened and the stand-
ard depressed sufficiently to release the lower
ends of the legs from the disk 10, when the
standard is drawn upwardly until said disk
engages the inner face of the legs and forces
them outwardlv into the recesses 7, as shown
in Kig. 1. The stand 1s then phced upon the
O'round thereby retaining the legs in said po-
sition. The standard may then be lowered
until it 1s at the desired elevation, when 1t is
secured by the set-screw 4.

By hinging the legs in the manner de-
seribed ¢ and causing them to swing outwardly
into the inclined recesses which embmce them
all of said legs are projected at the same an-
ole, insuring evenness of the stand when po-
sitioned for use.

Upon the upper end of the standard is a
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plate 11, having struck therefrom the tongues
12, which are bent downwardly and embrace

the standard 3, thereby retaining the plate in

position. Resting upon the top of the stand-
ard between said tongues is the head 13 of the
screw 14, which passes through the plate 11
and projects from the end of the standard in
a manner to afford means for mounting the
camera thereon.

Having thus fully set forth my ivention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

1. In a camera-stand, the combination of a
body portion, a standard vertically movable

therethrough and carrying means for sup-

porting a camera, a plurality of legs hinged
to the body portion and adapted to SWIng out-
wardly, there being in the body portion an
embracing and supporting housing for each
leg when extended, and means for securing
said standard against vertical movement with-
1n the body. '

2. In a stand, the combination of the hody
portion, a standard vertically movable there-
through, means for locking said standard
against movement, legs hinged to the lower
end of the body portion to swing inwardly
againstsaid standard and to project outwardly

to brace the stand, a cup-like disk secured to J
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the lower end of said standard adapted to
cover and confine the lower ends of said legs
when lying against the standard.

3. In a stand, the combination of a body
portion, a standard vertically movable there-
through, means for locking said standard
against movement, a metal sheath embracing
the lower end of the bedy, and havinginclined
recesses formed therein, legs hinged to the
body within said recesses to swing outwardly
therein, whereby said legs are supported and
confined, and means carried by the lower end

of the standard for securing said legs when

lying thereagainst. .
- 4. In a stand, the combination of a body

portion, a standard vertically movable in the

body portion, legs hinged to the lower end of
the body which is provided with inclined

sockets in which the legs are hinged and into

which said legs are adapted to swing, and
means upon the lower end of the standard for
spreading said legs outwardly into said soclk-
ets, when said standard is raised. |

In testimony whereof I sign this specifica-

‘tion in the presence of two witnesses.

EDWARD A. STEETZER.
Witnesses: |
E. S. WHEELER,

1. . HowrLgTT.
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