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SPRECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 786,452, dated April 4, 1905.
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To all whomv it mual concern:
Be it known that I, WiLaELM MAYER, a sub-

ject of the Emperor of Germany, and a resi-

dent of Ritttenscheid, near Essen-on-the-Ruhr,

¢ (Grermany, have invented certain new and use-
tul Improvements in Ammunition-Wagons or
Limbers, of which the following is a specifi-
cation. -
The present invention relates to ammuni-

10 tion-wagons or limbers having the door for
the ammunition-box arranged in such a man-
ner that when open it will project into the
space between the ammunition-box and the

~ ground, so as to protect the serving crew

15 against frontal fire.

The invention consists in connecting to the
Jdoor of the ammunition-box a plate which
when the door is closed can be folded to rest
acainst the face of the door and when the door

20 is open can be unfolded downward to increase
the area of protection between the ammuni-
tion-box and the ground.

In the annexed drawings, in which the 1n-
vention is shown, by way of example, as ap-

25 plied to an ammunition-wagon, Figure 1 1S a
side view of the ammunition-wagon with the
door closed. Tig. 2 is a view similar to Fig.
1 with the door open. Fig. 3 1s a rear view
of Fig. 1. Fig. 4 shows a portion of Fig. 3

30 on a larger scale, and Fig. 5 is a sectional
view on line 5 5 of Fig. 4 seen from the lett.

The ammunition-wagon substantially con-
sists of the wagon-box A, in which the am-

" munition is stored and which backward is

3¢ closed by a door B, the frame formed by the
box-sills C and the beams D, the axle K, the
wheels F. the foot-rest G, and the seat, which
is formed by the cover H, Fig. 5, of the box,
the back-rest J, and the side-boards K.

40  The wagon-box door B is preferably made
of sheet-steel and is secured, by means of
hinges M, to the bottom of the rear frame &
of the wagon-box in such a manner that 1t can
be swung from the position shown in Figs. 1,

45 3.4, and 5 to the position indicated in Kig. 2.
To the part of the door B that is opposite the
hinges M a plate N is hinged in such a man-
ner that it can be swung with the door from

the position shown in Figs. 1, 8, 4, and 5 to
the position indicated in Fig. 2. The plate 50
N is of the same width as the door B and 1s
preferably made of sheet-steel. This plate 1s
of such height that when the door is open the
plate is nearly in touch with the oround.
The part of the hinges 2/ that is secured to 55
the plate N is provided with one or more
latches 7% shaped and arranged as illustrated
in Fig. 5, while on the wagon-frame ¢ are
secured a corresponding number (in the draw-
inos three) of keepers P, which have facesp’, 60
Fig. 5, for engagement with the latches n.
The plate N is further provided with two han-
dles Q and a turn-button R, Figs. 4 and 5.
By engagement of the locking-pin ' of the
turn-button R in a slot #' of a dished disk »° 65 -
the plate N is locked to the door when the
latter is closed, and when the door is closed
and the plate N is thus locked against the
door by latches 7.* engaging faces p' of keep-
ers P the door is locked. 70
In order to open the door, the turn-button
R is turned to the position in which the lock-
ing-pin »” registers with the slot »' of the disk
n®, whereupon the plate N is swung upwardly
by means of the handles Q until latches n° 75
are disengaged from the keepers P, and the
plate, with the door, can be swung down 1nto
the position indicated in Fig. 2, in which the
door B and plate N project substantially over
the space between the wagon-box A and the 3o
oround. In this position the plate N enlarges
the space protected by the door, so that the
entire lower parts of the bodies of the serv-
ing crew behind the ammunition-wagon are
protected against frontal fire. 35
When it is desired to close the door, the

plate N and the door B are swung upwardly

by means of handles Q, and the sald move-
ment is effected without material change of
the relative positions of the two parts until go
the door and plate reach a position in which
they form an acute angle to the wagon-frame
«', when the plate N 18 swung toward that
tace of the door provided with the disk 7’
until the plate assumes an approximately hori- 95
zontal position. Then while maintaining the
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relative positions held by the plate N and
door B the door is brought to rest against the
frame «', after which the plate N is folded
down on the door B, thereby locking the door
through the medium of the latches #2* and the
keepers P, (in its locked position,) the latches
7 acting with the keepers P and under the
control of the hinged plate N after the man-
ner of a lever-lock.

The invention is equally applicable to lim-

bers, which, generally speaking, differ from |

the ammunition-wagons above described only

- 1n the substitution of the pole for the beams

20

25

30

4.0

"D of the frame and the use of a limber-hook

T, Fig. 1, in which case the door must be
provided with an opening for such hook.

Having described my invention, what 1
claim 1s—

1. An ammunition-vehicle having a box-
opening, a door adapted to drop downwardly
from said opening, and a plate secured to said
door and adapted to project downward from
the door toward the ground when the door is
in its lowered position.

2. An ammunition-vehicle having a box-
opening, a door swinging upwardly to close
the opening and a plate adapted to be hung
from the door toward the ground when the
door 1s 1n its lowered position.

3. In an ammunition-vehicle having a box-
opening, a door swingingly connected to the
vehicle to close said opening, and a plate
swingingly connected to said door and adapted
to be unfolded downward with the door fo-
ward the ground.

4. In an ammunition-vehicle having a box-
opening, a door for closing said opening

swingingly connected at its lower end to the

vehicle and capable of .being folded down to
occupy a portion of the space between the
vehicle-frame and the ground, and a plate
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' swingingly connected to the free end of said

door to depend therefrom. _

5. In an ammunition-vehicle having a box-
opening, a door for closing sald opening. a
plate swingingly connected to the free end of
sald door so as to depend therefrom, and
means controlled by sald plate for securing
the door in locked position.

6. In an ammunition-vehicle having a box-
opening, a door for closing sald opening, a
plate swingingly connected to the free end of
sald door so as to depend therefrom, means
controlied by said plate for securing the door
in locked position, and releasable means se-
curing the plate against movement relative to
the door. .

7. In an ammunition-vehicle having a box-
opening, a door tor closing said opening, a
plate hinged to the free end of said door so as
to depend therefrom, and means for securing
the door in locked position, said means com-
prising a keeper on the vehicle and a latch on
the hinged part of the plate.

8. In an ammunition-vehicle having a box-
opening, a door for closing said opening
hinged at its lower end to the vehicle, a plate
hinged to the free end of said door so as to
depend from said free end, means for secur-
ing the door in locked position, controlled by
the swinging movement of the plate on the
door, and releasable means for clamping the
plate to the face of the door, to prevent swing-
ing movement of the plate relative to the
door.

The foregoing specification signed at Diis-
seldorf this 1st day of July, 1904.

WILHELM MAYER.

In presence of— |
WiLLiaM KSSENWEIN,
PETER LLIEBER.
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