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To all whom it may concermn:

Be it known that I, JULIETTE MORGAN, &
citizen of the United States of America, resid-
ing at Sufiield, 1n the county of Hartford and
State of Connecticut, have invented a new and
useful Garment—Supportel of which the fol-
lowing is a specification.

My invention relates to 1mprovements in
devices for supporting garments, more par-
ticularly stockings, in which a peculiar]y-con-
structed clasp 1s employed in connection with
other members, as hereinafter set forth; and
the object of my improvement is to provide
a convenlent, durable, comparatively inex-
pensive,and efficient garment-supporter which
1s simple 1n construction and operation.

A turther object of my invention 1s to pro-
duce a supporter that is readily attachable to
or detachable from the corset-cover or other
sustaining-garment at one end and the stock-
ing or other sustained garment at the other
end and separable between these pointsas well.

This supporter 1s reliable, so that there is

practically no danger of the same becoming

accidentally detached from the stocking:

I attain these objects bV the means 1illus-
trated 1n the accompanying drawings, in
which—

Figure 1 1s a front view of the supporter as
1t would appear on- the leg of the wearer if
attached at the top to the corset-cover and at
the bottom to the stocking; Fig. 2, a rear
view of said supporter as it appears before
belng attached to the garments; Fig. 3, a side
view of the improved buckle which I prefer
to use, and Fig. 4 a top view of the improved

Similar letters reter to
throughout the several views.
The clasp A, which is the most important
feature of my invention, consists of two plates

similar parts

a, pivoted together at the top at and having

portions of their outer edges turned over and
inward and serrated or formed into teeth c.
Two holes d, one above the other, are made
in each plate @, through which a cord ¢ is
passed in such a manner that both plates will
be turned upon the pivot 4, so that their inner
or adjacent edges are brought close together

;

or 1nto actual contact when said cord is drawn
upward and the clasp held down. Thus it
will be: seen that the clasp may be closed
either by pressure of the fingers on the edges
of the plates or by holding the clasp:and
drawing on the cord ¢, also that the latter
will prevent the opening of the clasp as long
as there is a drawing strain applied thereto
in the manner presently to be explained.

To apply the clasp A to a stocking, draw
the top of the latter tightly around the leg
above the knee so as to form a plait or fold
hook the teeth ¢ into the stocking both sides

of this plait or fold and close the clasp. The

| operation can be easily performed by engag-

ing the stocking with the teeth while the elasp
1s open and then closing the clasp to take up
the slack in the stocking and firmly embed
said teeth therein. When the clasp is closed,
the teeth are covered by the front portions
of the plates, and no portion of the clothing
except the stocking ean come into contact
with sald teeth. To open the clasp, simply
separate the plates or turn them outward on
their pivot with the fingers.

As a preferred means for suspending the

clasp A from a corset-cover or other suitable

garment I make use of a band B, preferably
elastic, which is rendered adjustable in length
by a buckle C of peculiar construction and
has at the top a safety-pin D for attachment
to the corset-cover or other garment.

Means of suspension other than those just
mentioned may be resorted to:; but the buc-
kle C and safety-pin D are believed to possess
polints of superiority.

The buckle C 1s similar to buckles of ordi-
nary construction for like purposes, except
that its front flap / is provided with rear-
wardly-extending points or teeth ¢, designed
to plerce the fabric with which the buckle is
connected. A hook /4, adapted to receive the
upper looped end of the cord ¢, depends from
the base of the buckle.

The safety-pin D comprises a keeper ¢, a
bent pin 7, having one terminal securely fas-
tened to said keeper, and the other terminal,
which is pointed, adapted to be engaged with
or disengaged from the keeper, and a bottom
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link #. I am aware that this particular form
of safetgr-pin 18 old and do not seek to claim
1t per se.

One end, Z, of the band B 1s fastened to the
back 7 of the buckle C. The other end, 72, at-
ter passing through the link £ and between
the front and rear members of said buckle
hangs down loosely over the hook 4 and a
part of the cord ¢. The distance between the
safety-pin D and the clasp A is regulated by

adjusting the buckle C up or down on the

front portion of the band B while the flap 7
1s thrown forward to disengage the teeth 7
and o from the fabric. When the lap 7 1s

thrown up, both sets of teeth o and ¢ pierce

the band B, and a pull on the front portion
of said band in either direction fails to oper-
ate the flap 7 and loosen the buckle.. Only
by throwing down said flap by direct forward
manipulation thereof can the buckle be dis-
engaged. Without the teeth g, which pre-
vent the adjacent part of the band from being
pulled upward independently of the buckle,
a strain of this kind 1s liable to loosen or dis-
connect the members.

In practice the safety-pin D 1s pinned to the
supporting-garment and the clasp A attached
to the stocking in the manner already de-
scribed. Then after proper adjustment of the
buckle C the device needs no further atten-
tion. The drawing strain of the band and
cord on the clasp keeps the latter closed. Gen-
erally the clasp is left on the stocking when
the latter is removed, the cord ¢ having been
slipped from the hook 4 to permit this to be
done. The arrangement whereby connection
and disconnection may be brought about with-
out handling the clasp is obviously advanta-

oeous.

As before intimated, I do not wish to be re-
stricted to the use of the particular safety-pin
and buckle shown and described, and a band
without means for adjustment may be em-
ployed, the hook being fastencd directly there-
to or omitted and some other arrangement for
detachably or permanently connecting the
cord with the band substituted. It is plainly

to be seen, too, that the cord ¢ may be length-

ened, so as to connect directly with the sup-
porting-garment. These, with other changes
whieh fall within the scope of my invention,
may be made.

What I claim as my invention, and desire to
secure by Letters Patent, 1s—

1. Inagarment-supporter, the combination
with a cord, of a clasp thereon adapted to be
closed and held closed by tension on said cord,

786,046

sald clasp being provided with fabric-engag-
Ing parts entlrelv behind the front p()I‘lJlOIlS
theleof

2. As a new article of manufacture, a gar-
ment-supporter clasp comprising pivotally-at-
tached plates having inturned fabric-engaging
edges arranged back of and substantially par-
allel with the front portions of said platesand
hidden by such portions.

3. Inagarment-supporter, the combination
with aclasp comprising pivotally-attached per-
forated plates having inturned serrated edges
entirely back of the front portions of.said
plates, of a cord passing through the perfora-

tions in sald plates and adapted when under

tension to draw the adjacent edges of the plates
Into contiguity.

4. Thecombination,ina garment-supporter,
with two pivotally-attached perforated plates

‘having inturned serrated edges to forma clasp,

of a cord passing through the perforations in
said plates, and a band having means of attach-
ment for said cord.

5. Thecombination,ina garment-supporter,
with a band doubled or folded upon itself, of
a buckle on said band, provided with a hook
tor said cord and with auxiliary teeth on its
flap, a cord removably connected with said
hook, and a clasp on said cord, adapted to be
closed and held by tension on the cord.

6. Thecombination,ina garment-supporter,
with two pivotally-attached perforated plates
havinginturned serrated edges to form a clasp,
of a cord passing through the perforations in
sald plates, a band having means ot attachment

for sald cord, and a safety-pin attached tosaid

band.

7. Thecombination,inagarment-supporter,
with a safety-pin, of a band connected with
sald satety-pin, a cord, means to attach said
cord to said band, means to adjust the cord-
holding means relative.to the safety-pin, and

a clasp on said cord, adapted to be closed and

held closed by tension on the cord.

8. Thecombination,ina garment-supporter.
of a safety-pin, a band connected with said
satety-pin, a buckle attached to said band and
provided with a hook, a cord detachably held
by said hook, and a clasp onsaid cord, adapted
to be closed and held by tension on the cord.

In testimony whereof I have signed my name
to thisspecification in the presence of two sub-
scribing witnesses.

JULIETTE MORGAN.

Witnesses:

ALLEN WEBSTER,

F. A. CuTrrER.
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