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To «ll 1o 7f vy conecern:
Be it known that I, HENrRY HARRISON

Kiw-

ING, a citizen of the Umted States, residing at

W’lchlta in the county of Sedgwmk and State
of Kansas have mvented a new and useful
Trousers- Stretcher of which the followmcr 1S

8, specification.

This invention relates to an improved gar-
ment-stretcher.

The object of the invention 1s to provide a
simple, mexpensive, and durable device of
this character particularly designed for
stretching trousers and removing wrinkles
and baggmess at the knees thereof and for
preserving or producing a longitudinal crease
at the front and back of the trousers

A turther object of the mnvention 1s to pro-
vide a stretcher-bar having a pair of clamp-
ing members pivoted thereto, said stretcher-

bar being formed in two or more sections p1v-

oted to-:rether and provided with interlocking
end portmns

The invention consists in the construction
and novel combination and arrangement of
parts hereinafter tully described, illustrated
in the accompanying drawings, and pointed
out in the claims hereto appended, 1t being
understood that various changes in form,
proportion, and minor details of construction
may be resorted to without departing from
the principle or sacrificing any ot the advan-
tages of this mvention.

Tn the accompanying drawings, forming a
part of this speclﬁcatmn Flcrure 1 is a side
elevation of a G‘&I'meIlt—StI'etCheI‘ constructed
in accordance with my invention and show-
ing the same applied to a pair of trousers pre-
paratory to stretching the same. Fig. 21s a
similar view showing in dotted lines the trou-
sers stretched. Fw 3 18 a perspective view
of the stretcher.

Similar numerals of reference indicate cor-
responding parts in all the figures of the draw-
INgs.

The stretcher may be formed of metal or
other suitable material, and consists of a pair
of longitudinal stretcher-bars 5 and 6, hav-
ing their overlapping end portions pwoted

- together,asindicated at 7, to permit said bars

to be swung outwardly at an angle to each
other and the stretcher placed in pos&tmn on
the trousers, as clearly shown in Fig. 1 of the
drawings. Pivoted to the free ends of the

“bars 5 and 6 are clamping members 8, said

members each consisting of a pair of hori-
zontally-disposed arms 9 and 10, united at
one end by a hinge-joint 11, so as to permit
sald arms £o be swung apart and the trousers
placed between the same. The horizon-
tal clampmo*-a,rms 10 are provided with ter-
minal slots 13, adapted to receive the later-
ally-bent portlons 15 of catches 186, revolubly
mounted 1n suitable openings formed in the
arms 9, said catches being so arranged that
when the same are glven a qu&rter—tum the
bent portion 15 thereof will engage the slots
13 and lock the clampmﬂ'—arms together.
The stretcher-bars 5 and 6 are preferably Plv-
oted to the arms 10 at points adjacent the
hinges 11, so as to increase the leverage and
cause the stretcher to exert a stronger pull on
the back of the trousers than on the front
thereof. The inner end of the stretcher-bar
6 1s extended to form a hook 17, adapted to
engage a slot 18 i the bar 5 when said bars
are forced mwardly in the act of stretching
thereby locking the arms in alinement w ith

cach other and elfectually retaiming the gar-

ment in the stretched position.

In practice the trousers having been care-
tully folded longitudinally alonfr the center
lme of the legs and the latter superposed the
carment 1s placed between the arms of the

clamping members with the back of the legs

next to the hinges, as clearly shown in Fig. |
of the drawmc's The stretcher-bars 5 and 6
are then pressed inwardly, which forces the
clamping members apart and stretches® the
garment, sald garment being retained in the
stretched position by engagement of the
hook 17 with the slot in the ad] acent bar.

Having thus described the invention,what
is claimed is—

1. In a device of the class descmbed a pair
of stretcher-bars having their overl&pp]nﬂ'
ends pivoted together, one of said bars being
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extended to form a hook adapted to engage | cent the pivoted ends of the latter in order to
a slot In the opposite bar for locking said bars | exert unequal stress at opposite ends of said
in alinement with each other. clamping members.

2. In a device of the class described, a plu- In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 15
rality of pivoted clamping members, and a | my own I have hereto affixed my signature 1n
pair of stretcher-bars pivoted thereto and | the presence of two witnesses.

having their overlapping ends pivoted to- .

gethe? and arranged 11;0 break m a direction | HENRY HARRISON EVVING'
parallel with said members, the pivotal con- Witnesses:

nection between thestretcher-barsand clamp- J C. Bearp,

ing members being arranged at points adja- -~ W. J. Bearbp.
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