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SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 785,749, dated March 28, 1905.
Application filed March 14, 1904, Serial No. 198,117,

To all whon it muay concern:

Be it known that we, CrHARLES F. METH-
FESSEL and WILLIaM J. HArTSON, citizens of
the United States, residing at Milwaukee,
county of Ml]wauhee and Sta,te of Wlsconsm
have invented new and useful Improvementsin
Metallic Cord-Fasteners, of which the follow-
Ing 1s a specification.

Our invention relates to improvements in
package-holders; and it pertains to the device
for forming a slip-noose with a cord around
a package and to the device for securing and
quickly fastening the cord after it has been
placed around the package.

The object of our invention is to provide a
package-holder and cord-fastener which is
ada; Jted to be r epeatedlv used for tying pacl-
ages and which is more especially adapted to
be used with packages of mail-matter where
a large number of the packages are of sub-
stantially the same size. in which case the
cords and fasteners lecewed on the incoming
mail may be used on the outgoing mall
whereby the expense of pl"()GllI‘lI]fJ‘ new cords
for such packages and the waste arising from
cutting such cords and the wear 1n01dent to
tying .fmd untying them when used as here-
totore 1n the ordinary way is avoided and said
cords may be used a much greater length of
time than heretofore, while owing to the fact
that said cord and fastener as secured to-
gether form a permanent slip-noose the same
may be more quickly placed around the pack-
age-as well as more quickly tied and more
cquickly untied.

The construction of our invention is further
explained by reference to the accompanying

. drawings, 11’1 which—

I‘lgul 1 represents a perspective view of
a loop forméd by the cord and fastener pre-
paratory to being placed around the package.
Fig. 2 represents a top view of a package pro-
vided with our fastener. Fig. 3 represents a
side view of a package, showing the position
of the fastener thereon as the cord is being
drawn longitudinally beneath the package
after the package has first been secured by the
transversely-arranged slip-noose, the dotted
lines above the package indicating the posi-
tion ot the cord preparatory to drawing it

r .

into the primary hook of the fastener. Fig.
4 represents a top view of a modified form of
hook in which a single loop is formed for the
reception of both the end of the cord, which
1s permanently tied thereto, and for the recep-
tion of the slip-noose; and Fig. 5 1s a detail
showing the manner of tying the fastening-
knot, which is formed by the codperation of
the cord and fastening-hook interlocked to-
gether, a portion of the primary hook of the
fastener being removed to show the position
of the folds of the cord beneath it.
Like parts are identified by the same ref-
erence-letters throughout the several views.
The cord-fastener comprises the primary
hook A, the cord-retaining loop B, to which
the cord C 1s permanently attached by the
knot K, the noose-retaining loop D, in which
the cord 1s- permanently retained, and the
fastening-hook K, in which the end of the cord
after 1t has been folded around the primary
hook 1s finally secured. The cord C i1s per-
manently secured to the loop B by the knot
B orin any other convenient manner, and the
tree end of the cord is prevented from being
withdrawn- from the loop D by the knot (.
H represents an ordinary package of mail-
matter to which the cord is secured.
Attention 1s directed to the fact that the
loops B and D of the fastener and the sinele
loop J thereof (shown in Fig. 4) are formed
at right angles to the plane of the hook, anc
the intermediate portion of the cord is passed
through the loop or one of the loops from be-
neath and then extended rearwardly over the
material of which the loop 1s formed, where-
by as the noose I 1s tightened around the
package the tension of the fastening-cord C
has the effect to throw the hook A in the ver-
tical position shown in Fie. 3, in which posi-
tion 1t 1s readily caught by the cord C in the
act of securing the same around the package.
While the loops B and D are preferably
formed separately, as indicated in Fig. 2, by
an S-shaped bend given to the wire, as shown
in sald figure, (thereby lessening the liability
of the cord becoming tangled,) the single
loop J may be substituted therefor, as indi-
cated In the modified form shown in Fig. 4
It will be understood that in tying a pack-
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age the noose I is first thrown over the end of
the package, when it is drawn firmly dl"OLmd
the center of the package, as Indicated in
Figs. 2 and 3, the package being held in the
left hand and the end of the cord in the right
hand, the end of the package I being held
toward the person who 1s placing the fastener
upon it. The free end of the cord is then
drawn forwardly over and around the oppo-
site end L. of the package, when it i1s drawn
rearwardly and then brought upwardly and
forwardly around the hook A, as indicated in
Fie. 3. By thus drawing upon the cord the
free end of the fastener i1s thrown to the ver-
tical, as indicated 1n said Kig. 3, whereby the
cord 1sreadily thrown around and drawn into
the hook A from the left toward the right,
when said hook is drawn from the vertical to
the horizontal position, as indicated 1n FKig.

2, with the cord beneath the primary hook A.

The thumb of the left hand is then placed
upon the cord to prevent 1t from shipping
while the freeend of the cord isdrawn around
and into the fastenine-hook K, whereby 1t 1s
secured 1n place and prevented trom untying.
Thus 1t will be obvious that in a knot thus
formed the folds of the cord codperate with
the bends of the hooks of the fastener to form
a secure knot. When the cord is thus se-
cured, the package may be carried by or sus-
pended from the free end of the cord without
liability of the knot becoming accidentally
disengaged. When, however, 1t is desired to
untie the package, 1t 18 necessary simply to
draw the free end of the cord tforwardly to-
ward the open ends of the hooks, whereby
the folds of the cord are readily withdrawn
therefrom and the cord 1s released from the
package. It will also be obvious that by
thus forming a permanent slip-knot in the
cord by passing the same through the loop
D the cord may be firmly drawn around the
package without drawing one portion ot the
cord upon the other, whereby the liability
of the cords becoming cut and worn at the
point of crossing, as 1s otherwise frequently
the case at such point, 1s avoided., Thus the
noose not only facilitates the rapid tyinge of
the package, but prolongs the life of the fas-
tening- cords by preventing the wear to which
they Would otherwise be subject at the point
of crossing, while the cord-retaining hooks
by which the end of the cord 1s secured also
facilitates in tying and untying the knot, as
both operations are much more speedily per-
formed than could be done by ordinary meth-
ods, while a cord secured by this device can
always be readily untied and the necessity of
cutting the knots or cords, as 1s frequently
the case with knots formed in the ordinary
way, 1s entirely overcome.

Having thus described our invention, what
weclaim asnew, and desire tosecure by Letters
Patent, 15—

1. In a package-holder,

the combination of |

785,749

a fastening-cord and a metallic cord-fastener

hf, aving ﬁxed connection with one end of the
cord a,nd loose engagement with the interme-
diate portion thereof said cord-fastener being

also provided with a primary hook adapted to
loosely receive the cord and a device coopera-
tive with the primary hook for locking the
cord in position therein.

9. In a package-holder, the combination of
a fastening-cord and a metallic cord-fastener
having fixed connection with one end of the
cord and loose engagement with the interme-
diate portion thereot said cord-fastener being
also provided with a primary hoolk adapted to
loosely receive the cord and a fastening-hook

arranged to cooperate with the primary hook

in secul ing the cord thereto.

In a packa,ﬂe holder, a metallic cord-fas-
tenel' comprising a loop for the permanent at-
tachment of one end ef the fastening-cord; a
separate loop for the reception of a slip-noosc
formed by the intermediate portion of the
cord; a primary hook through which the cord
is drawn preparatory to being tied and a fas-
tening-hook forthe reception of the end of the
cord when tied, in combination with a fasten-
ing-cord permanently attached at one end to
said cord-retaining loop, havingits intermedli-
ate portionslidably connected with said noose-
retaining loop and means for preventing the
free end of said cord from being withdrawn
from sald noose-retaining loop, all substan-
tially as and for the purpose specified.

4. In a package-holder, the combination of
a fastening-cord; a primary hook adapted to
loosely engage the cord and provided with a
shank having fixed connection with one end of
the cord and a loop in loose engagement with
the Intermediate portion thereot; a fastening-
hook having its free end extended along the
shank of the primary hook and provided with
an outwardly-curving extremity, said fasten-
ing-hook being arranged to permit an initial
mdependent engagement of the cord in the pri-
mary hook.

5. In a package-holder, the combination of
a fasténing-cord, and a metallic cord-fastener
comprising a primary hook having a shank
provided with a loop in a plane substantially
at right angles to the plane of the primary
hook: said cord having one end permanently
connected with the shank and an intermediate
portion extending from said fixed end loosely
through said loop from beneath and forming
a slip-noose; said primary hook being adapted
to loosely receive the cord and provided with
means for locking the cordin position therein.

In testimony whereof we aflix our signatures
in the presence of two witnesses.

CHARLES F. METHFESSEL.
WILLIAM J. HARTSON

Witnesses:
Jas. 3. ERwIN,

. A. Orro
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