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To all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, ALBerT D. LOCKE, a
citizen of the United States, residing at New-
ton, in the county of Middlesex and State of

Massachusetts, have invented certain new and

useful Improvements in Clamping Devices, of
which the following is a specification.

A preferred form of my clamping device is
illustrated in the accompanying drawings, in
which— | :

Figure1 1s a perspective view showing the
device in the open position. Fig. 2 is a cen-
tral longitudinal section taken on the line 2
in Fig. 3. Fig. 3 is a face view of the device
in 1ts closed position. Fig. 4isan edge view
of a slightly-modified form of device in its
closed position. |

The clamp shownin the drawings comprises
two parts 2 and 3, preferably made of spring
metal, of which the part 2 is so bent as to give
1t a U shape, one of the arms of the U being
provided with a perforation 4, leaving a nar-
row strip 5 at its lower end. The part 8 is
hinged to the part 2, preferably by bending
one end, 6, of the former part around the strip
5, as shown, said part 3 being composed of a
portion 7, which provides the clamping-sur-
face of this part, a portion 8, connecting the
end 6 with said portion 7 and making a some-
what acute angle with the latter, and a free
end portion 9, which is offset from the por-
tion 7 by means of a double bend, as shown,
the parts being so proportioned that normally
or when the clamp is inits closed position the
portion 7 will be held against the unperfo-
rated arm of the part 2 by the spring action
exerted by the other arm of said part 2 with
the free end 9 of the part 3 extending out-
ward through the opening 4 and projecting
slightly beyond the bend in the part 2, where
it can be readily engaged in opening the
clamp. The perforation 4 is made large
enough to permit the portions 7 and 8 of the
part s to pass through it in opening and clos-
ing the clamp, and the object to be clamped
1s held between said portion 7 and the opposed
arm of the part 2 in a manner which will be
readily understood. In opening the clamp
the perforated arm of the part 2 is pressed

spring action thereof is brought into play to
a greater or less extent, according to the an-
gle made by the portions 7 and 8 of the part
3 with each other, so that when the clamp is
closed 1t will haveatendency to remain closed.

The clamping device above described is par-
ticularly adapted and intended to be used for
temporarily securing covers or ‘‘hoods?” to

the top portion of the uppersof shoes to keep

them clean during the processes of manufac-

ture and has the advantage that when applied
1t tends to press the upper lining downward.
and thus preventsit from wrinkling or bunch-
ing at the top of the upper, as has been found
to occur in the use for the same purpose of
certain prior clamps in which the clamping
member when the clamp is being closed is
moved upward or in the opposite direction to
that 1n which the part 3 of my clampis moved.
The portion 7, acting in connection with the
opposing arm of the U-shaped portion, pro-
vides a flat clamping-surface of considerable
area, which serves to hold the hood firmly
agalnst the upper without indenting or dis-
figuring the same. My clamp has also the
further advantage that it presents the free
end of the part 3 at the top of the shoe-upper
when the clamp is closed, where it will be
conveniently accessible for opening the clamy
and also that any pull tending to withdraw
the clamp from the top of the upper will also
tend to Increase the force of the clamping ac-
tion and to hold the clamp closed all the more
tightly, whereas in the prior clamp above re-
ferred to the tendency in such caseisto open
the clamp and release the hood and upper.
In Fig. 4 I have shown a slight modifica-
tion 1n which the free end of the part 8 is
bent over to form a hook 10, this form of my
clamp being particularly intended to be used
for suspending small articles from a rod or
wire, which 1s accomplished by means of said
hook. By reason of the location of this hoolk
1in substantial alinement with the clamp itselt
an article suspended by the clamp will hang
practically vertical, and inasmuch as the free
end of the hook terminates at a point adja-
cent to the bend in the U-shaped member
sald hook forms a nearly-closed loop adapted
to prevent the accidental displacement of the
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device from the rod or the like on which 1t1s-

suspended. The construction of the clamp

~shown 1n Kig. 4 is in other respects like that

[O

shown 1in the other figures of the drawings.
It will be evident that thespecitic construc-

tion of clamping device above desceribed may .

be variously modified without departing from
the substantial features of my invention.

I claim as my 1nvention—

1. A clamp composed of a resilient U-shaped
member and a clamping member, the latter
consisting of a portion 7 adapted to provide
a flat clamping-surface, a connecting portion
8 making anacute angle therewith and hinged
at its free end to one end ot the U-shaped
member, with the vertex of said angle nor-
mally pointing away from the bend of said U-
shaped member, and a free end portion 9 nor-
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mally located adjacent to said bend, all sub-
stantially as described.

2. A spring-clamp composed of a U- bh&]_)@d
member provided with a perforation, and a
clamping member hinged thereto and com-
prising the parts 7, 8 and 9 substantially as
desm ibed, the free end of sald clamping mem-
bemcr bent over toward said U-shaped
:nember and terminating adjacent to the bend
in the same, thereby forming in connection
with sald bend a nearly-closed hook located
in alinement with said member.

In testimony whereot 1 have hereunto sub-
scribed my name this16th day of August,1901.

ALBERT D. LOCKE.

Witnesses:
JosEPH 1. BRENNAN,
. D. CHADWICK.
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