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Lo all whom vt may conceriy:

Beit knownthat I, WALTER CLEMENT, a c1t1-
zen of the United States, residing at Adrian,
county of Lenawee, State of Michigan, have
invented a certain new and useful Improve-
ment in Rural-Delivery Mail-Boxes, of which
the followingisa specification, reference being
had to the accompan ying drawings, which form
a part of thisspecification.

My invention has for its object certain new
and useful improvements in a rural-delivery
mail-box; and theinvention consists of the con-
struction, combination, and arrangement of
devices hereinafter described and claimed, and
illustrated in the accompanying drawings, in
which—

Ifigure 1 1s a view in perspective of the com-
pleted box. Fig. 2 1s a view in plan of a blank
sheet of metal from which the body of the box
18 constructed. Fig. 3 1s a cross - section
through the box.

Fig. 5 is a blank from whieh
thesignal device is constructed. Fig. 6 shows
the same bent into required form. Fig. T
shows the signal device 1n lowered position.

Among the objects of my nvention are to
provide a mail-box of this class of superior
and economical construection a,nd to form the

body of the box of a single piece of sheet-

metal.

My invention also includes the general
structure and arrangement of the device.

I carry out my invention as follows:

Retferring to Fig. 2, showing the blank from
which the body of the boxisshaped, the same
1s formed with a bottom portion ¢ and two
side portions & H.  Rach of the extremities of
the blank are slitted, as indicated at ¢ ¢, there-

by forming end portions ¢ ¢, projecting in the

blank from the bottom portion ¢, and end por-
tions f'¢,which project, respectively,inablank
from the extremities of the corresponding
sicdle portions 6 6. The projections 7 ¢ at each

end of the blank are cut away at their outer
edges on an angle, as indicated at A, leaving
outwardly-projecting shoulders at the inner
extremities of the lateral end portions.

The lateral edges of the side portions d &
thus extend beyond the inner angles of the

|

Fig. 4 is a longitudinal

- cut-away portions the width ot said s

houlders,
as shown, such lateral projections being in-
dicated at 7 and 7. In forming the body of
the box the portions ¢ ¢, connected with the
base, are folded imward, so as to project in a
vertical plane along the dotted lines indicated
by the numerals 1. The side portions 4 ) are
bent upward in a vertical plane along dotted
lines indicated by the numerals 2 2. The
bending upward of the side portions 4 & ob-
viously brings the portions 7 g at the ex-
tremities of the portions § / into vertical
planes, the portions 7 ¢ then being bent over
the upturned ends ¢ ¢ and secured thereto, as
by rivets £. When the various parts have
been uptur ned, as above described, the edges
~and y are tmnod over upon then%ide of the
box to leave %mooth upper side edges of the
box, the portions # s being bent over along the
dotted lines indicated at 3 and 4. The por-
tions ¥ ¢ are bent over the portions ¢ along
the dotted lines indicated at 5 5 and 6 6.

The cover (indicated at /) is formed of a sin-
ole piece of sheet metal bent intermediate 1ts
lateral edgoes to form a ridge, (indicated at e, )
the cover portlions being also struck up to form
end flanges, (indicated at »,) and corresponding
lateral ﬂanoes (mdlc&tedatg} ) Thecovermay
be hinged on one side of the box In any suit-
able manner.  As shown, the rear side ot the
box is provided with loops, (indicated at ¢, ) the
corresponding flange of the cover being slot-
ted, as at », to engage said loops. Any suit-
able means may be employed for locking the
device. Asshown, one of the flanges p of the
cover 1s formed with an orifice, as indicated
at s, and a portion of the inwardly-turned rim
7 is slitted, as at 7, and turned outwardly and
downwardly to form a staple, as indicated at
¢, the same also being formed with an orifice,
as indicated at «, the lock passing through
the orifices ¢ and 1, as indicated more particu-
larly 1n Fig. 3 of the drziwings. One of the

ends of the box may be slotted to form an
opening, as indicated at », for the insertion
of letters into the box, an oscillator v indicator-
arm w falling down, as indicated in dotted
lines, Fig. 1, to cover said opening, said arm
1n-

when 1n upright position serving as an
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dicator in a well-known manner. This indi-

cator-arm 1s made, in accordance with my in- |
e |
1¢ |

Asshownint
6 18 shown at t _
1a projection mdicated

vention, in a novel manner.
drawings, a blank in Fig.
numeral 9, formed with
)y the numeml 10, saxd
pleted arm being lmm at essentially rieht an-
oles to the face of the arm, as 11“1dlmted at
IFig. 6. When the signal is up, as indicated
in Ifig. 1, the projection or flange 10 forms a

- stop to limit the upward movement of the
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arm, sald flange resting against the lower edge
of the adjacent flange of the cover, thereby
preventing thesignal-arm from going over too
far. In Fig. 7 the arm is shown in position
to close the orifice », in which position the
projection or flange 10 has 1ts upper edge con-
tacting with the lower edge of the adjacent
flange of the cover, whereby the arm isstopped
from dropping down too far. By construct-
Ing said arm with a flange or projection 10,
bent at essentially right angles to the face of
the arm, the signal-arm is thus held in its up-
per and lower position and prevented from
moving too far in either direction in a very
%1mp]e, manner. The signal-arm is 1_}1*&?013.:111_3I
connected with the cover, as indicated by the
numeral 11.

T'o form the cover from a single picce of
sheet metal, it is obvious that the “oxtr emities
of the sheet will need to be slitted intermedi-
ate their ends, as at =, and at the outer corners
thereof, as at 1.

In the constructjon of my device I contem-
plate ¢ 11iff1n1xmc- the cover after being cut
and bent in proper form, the galvanizing of
the same filling all open joints or slits, so that
the same are pr OpBI‘]V closed up and made tight
against the weather, no open seams remaining.
My invention will now be understood.

What I claim as my invention is—

I. A mail-box having the body thereof
formed of a single piece of sheet metal hav-
Ing a base, bldo.} and end portions, sald body
havi Ing 1ts sides upturned to form the sides of
the bo:a and 1ts end portions upturned to
form ovell‘tppmo ends of the box, substan-
tially as shown and described, said end DO~
tions formed with slits there betwmn the lat-
eral end portions being cut away at an angle
at the outer lateral O(I‘J{‘% thereof.

2. A m.;Lil - box having the body thereot
formed of a single picce of sheet metal hav-
Ing a base, 51de, and end portions, said body
hwmo' its sides upturned to form the bottom
and 51(103 of the box, the extremities of the
bottom portion of the box bent upward, and
the extremities of the sides of the box bent
over the extremities of the bottom portion
and forming overlapping ends of the box, and
means to secure the overlapping ends of the
hox together substantially as shown, said end
portions formed with slits therebetween, the

projection in the com- |
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jecting laterally at eacl

785,714

lateral end portions being cat away at an an-
gl ab-the outer lateral edges thereof.

. A blank of sheet met.:Ll for forming the
l_m( v oof a mail-box, said blank slitted at its
ends to form intermediate portions projecting
from the central portions of the blank, and
to form lateral end portions projecting from
the marginal portions of the blank, said lat-
eral end portions cut away at an angle at the
outer lateral edges thereof, the body of the
blank projecting laterally at each side beyond
the inner angles of said cut-away portions to
form turnover portions at the upper side edges
of the box.

4. A Dblank of sheet metal for forming a
mail-box, said blank slitted at its opposite
ends to form intermediate portions projecting
from the central portion of the blank, and to
form lateral end portions projecting from the
marginal portions of the blank, said lateral
end portions cut away at an angle at the outer
lateral edges thercof, the body of the blank
projecting laterally at each side beyond the
inner angles of said cut-away portions to form
turnover portions at the upper side edges of
the box.

5. A mail-box having the body thereot
tormed of a single piece of sheet metal hav-
ing a base, side, and end portions, said body
having its sides upturned to form the bottom
and sides of the box, the extremities of the
bottom portion of the box bent upward, and the
extremities of the sides of the box cut away at
an angle at the outer lateral edges thereot and
bent over the extremities of the bottom por-
tion and forming overlapping ends of the box,
and means to secure the overlapping ends of
the box together, the body of the blank pro-
1 side beyond the inner

angles of the cut-away portions to form turn-
over portions at the upper side edges of the
box.

6. The combination with a mail-box having
the body thereof formed with an opemno to
recelve the mail, and provided with a flanged
coverof an indicator-ar m, pivotally connected
with the flange of the cover, said arm con-
structed with a flange projecting at essentially
right angles to the face of the arm, said flange
cneacing the under edge of the ﬂ.-moe of Lhe
cover to prevent thearm being thrown too far
in either direction.

. A metal box having an opening to re-
ceive the mail and provided with a flanged
cover having 1n combination therewith an in-
dicator - arm pivotally connected with the
flange of the cover, said arm provided with a
flange extending essentially at right angles to
the face of the arm, the upper edoe of the
Hange contacting with the under edoe of the
fhcm_ge of the cover to limit the downw ard
movement of the arm, and a face of the flange
engaging the under edge of the flange of the
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cover to limit the arm being moved too far in
the opposite direction.

3. A sheet-metal box provided witha flanged
cover, the body of the box cut down from its
upper edge intermediate its ends thereot and

bent over to form a staple, said staple pro- |

vided with an orifice for the engagement of a
lock therewith.

In testimony whereof I have signed this
specification in the presence of two sutbserib- o
1Ing witnesses. -

WALTER CLEMENT.

Witnesses:
Horace A. TREAT,
AransoNn B. TrrAT.
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