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To all wwhom it 101 COTCETTL:

Be it known that I, Jou~x F. M1cHEL, a citi-
sen of the United States of America, residing
at Pittsbure, in the county of Allegheny and
State of Pennsylvania, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Clothes-Line
Holders, of which the following is a specih-
cation, reference being had therein to the ac-
companying drawings. |

This invention has relation to certain new
and useful improvements in clothes-line hold-
ors and fasteners: and the object of this in-
vention is to provide a novel form of clothes-
line fastener to which the end of a clothes-
line may be firmly secured, the same fastener
being adapted to support and hold a clothes-
Iine. - . -

Another object of this invention 1s to pro-
vide a clothes-line fastener and holder which
will be extremely simple in construction,
strong and durable, and comparatively 1nex-
pensive to manufacture.

Briefly described, my improved clothes-line
holder comprises two castings, the one cast-
ing being of a substantially triangular shape
with a right-angular slotted extension, hav-
ine upwardly - extending integral prongs.
The other casting is constructed similar to
one of the prongs carried by the first casting,

and when the fastener is in position to be

ased the second casting is placed within the
slotted extension of the first casting. The
clothes-line rope to be held in the fastener has
‘ts loose end wrapped around the prongs,
whereby the casting mounted within the slof
of the first casting will bind against the line
or rope and cause the line or rope to be firmly
held when the same is drawn taut.

The simplicity of the construction employed
i1 conmnection with my improved clothes-line
tostener and the merits of the same will be
apparent from the following description and
as the invention is more fully understood.

Reference will now be had to the accompa-
nying drawings, wherein—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my 1m-
nroved clothes-lines holder and fastener, 1llus-
trating the same as being secured to a plece
of wood and having a portion of the clothes-

" line secured therein.

Fig. 2 is a front view
of the same detached from itssupport. Kig.
9 is a vertical sectional view of the clothes-
line holder. Tig. 4 is a bottom plan view of
the same. and Fig. 5 is a detail side elevation
view of one of the castings comprising my
improved clothes-line holder.

"To enable those not conversant with the
oeneral construction of my improved fastener,
I have designated the similar parts th roughout
the several views by likenumeral of reference,
and while T have herein illustrated in the ac-
companying drawings the preferred form of
construction itis obvious that the same 1s sus-
ceptible to numerous changes, as will be here-
inafter apparent.

The clothes-line fastener and holder as con-
templated by me consists of two castings, and
the reference-numeral 1 designates the main
casting, which 1s of a substantially triangu-
lar form. and the body portion of this casting
isprovided with tapering apertures 2, through
which screws 8 are adapted to pass when se-
curing the casting toa suitable support, which
in Fig. 1 of the drawings 18 represented as
a piece of wood. When forming the casting,
the body portion is provided with a right-an-
oular extension 4, and formed integral with

the corners of thisextension are the upwardly-

extending prongs or posts and 7. Theshank
portions of these prongs or postsare concave,
as designated by the reference-numeral 6, and

50

60

70

75

30

the top of each post or prong tapers, as desig-

nated by the reterence-numeral 7'.

The body portion of the clothes-line holder
and fastener and the right-angular extension
are provided with communicating slots 8 and
9. the slot 9 being formed 1in the body por-
tion of the holder, while the slot 8 is formed
in the right-angular extension.

Reterence will now be had to Fig. 5 of the

Go

drawings, wherein I have illustrated another -

casting which is employed in connection with
the casting just described. This casting 1S
designated by the reference-numeral 10, and
the upper end of said casting 1s formed simi-
larly to one of the prongs or posts o previ-
ously described. The lower end of this cast-

ing 1s provided with a contracted portion 11
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and a tapering end 12. Intermediate the con-
tracted portion 11 and the tapering end 12 is
formed an annular shoulder 14, the object of
which will be hereinafter more tully de-
scribed. In Figs. 2 to 4, inclusive, 1 have
illustrated the position of the casting 10 within
the casting 1, and by observing Fig. 3 it will
be seen that the contracted portion 11 of the
casting 10 is adapted to rest within the slot 8
of the right-angular extension 4 and that the
shoulder 15, formed at the base of the prong
or post of sald casting, will rest upon the upper
edges of the slot 8 of said extension.

When the casting 1 is secured to a suitable
support, such as illustrated in Fig. 1 of the
drawings, the casting 10 is held or locked
within the casting 1, said casting 10 having
been previously placed within the slot 8 of the
angular extension 4, and the shoulders 14 and
15 will prevent the casting 10 from being with-
drawn from the casting 1.

The manner of securing a clothes line or
rope upon the fastener is as follows: 1 have
so constructed the fastener that it will not be
necessary to tie the end of the rope to said
tastener nor to form any kind of a knot which
could not be quickly untied, and while there
are different ways of securing the end of a
rope within the fastener whereby the rope
will bind therein I will only describe one way
in which I preferably secure the same. The
reference-numeral 16 designates the loose end
of a clothes line or rope which is carried he-
tween the prong 5 and the casting 10, around
the prong 7, and then wrapped around the
casting 10, as shown in Fig. 1 of the drawings.
By so twisting the rope around the prongs
and drawing upon the rope the casting 10 is
moved into as close an engagement with the
prongs 5 and 7 as will be permissible by the
rope passing between the same, and as the
rope is drawn taut the casting 10 will bind
against the rope which lies between said cast-
ing and the prongs or posts 5 and 7 and will

]

L

785,694

firmly hold the end of the rope within the
clothes-line holder. Not only will the cast-
ing 10 bind the rope, but the rope itself in
repeatedly passing over itself will be held by
the contacting faces of the rope when the
same 1s drawn taut. Where it is only de-
sired to support the rope upon the fastener,
the rope is simply carried over the stationary
prongs 5 and 7, and the opposite end of the
rope may be secured in a similar manner to
that illustrated in Fig. 1. It will beseen that
the rope may be twisted in and out and around
the prongs in different ways, whereby the
loose and movable casting 10 may be made to
bind the rope in its difterent forms upon the
casting 1. It will also be observed that it is
an extremely-simple operation to remove the
end of the rope, this being accomplished by
simply giving the rope sufficient slack to per-
mit the casting 10 to recede to its normal po-
sttion within the slot, at which time the rope
can be thrown over the prongs and withdrawn
therefrom.

What I claim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is—

In a clothes-line holder, the combination of
a bracket comprising a vertical bod y portion
having apertures for the reception of SCrews,
and a horizontal ledge portion, said ledge por-
tion and said body portion being formed with
a slot, and the said slot being widened in the
said body portion, integral posts arranged at
the sides of thé slot in said ledee portion, and
a casting having a contracted lower end ada Dt-
ed to enter the slot in the ledge portion, and
an annular shoulder adapted to pass through
the widened slot in the said vertical portion.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature in
the presence of two witnesses.

JOHN F. MICHEL.

Withesses:
H. C. EvErr,
L. K. Porrer.
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