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To all whony it may concer:

Be it known that I, HArRrRY WORTHINGTON
TuurLow, a citizen of the United States of
America, and a residentof the city and county
of San Francisco and State of Calitornia, have
invented new and useful Improvements 1in
Corset-Fastenings, of which the following 1s
a specliication.

This invention relates to 1mprovements
made in corset-fastenings of the kind or de-
seription comprising a stud-like member on
one busk or corset-steel and a socket mem-
ber on the other busk provided with a grip-
ping device that engages and operates to hold
the Stud member w1tl’11n the socket.

The improvement constituting this inven-

tion consists in certaln novel construction and

combination of stud member, socket member,

and spring-grip, the latter bemﬁr acdapted to
confine the stud member in the socket under
the lateral strains to which these fastenings
are subjected and at the same time to yield
readily under ang ular forces or strains ap-
plied in directions generally longitudinal of
the corset-steel, as her einafter more particu-
larly described, and pointed out in the claim
at the end of this specification.

Referring to the. drawings, Figure 1 1s a
front view of the upper end of the right busk
of a palr of busks or corset-steels, showing
two of the socket members, the kid or fabric
covering the steel being broken away to ex-
pose the end of the socket membel where 1t 1s
riveted to the steel. Fig. 2 isa front view of
the left busk carrying l;he stud members.
Fie. 3 is a rear view of Kig. 1. Fig. 4 18 a
vertical section taken longitudinally through
Fig. 1 on the line A B. Fig. 5 is a similar
cross-section through Fig. 2. Fig. 61sa plan
of the top plate of the socket member, and
Fig. 7 a similar view of the base-plate of
that member from which the top plate, Kig.
6, 1s removed. Fig. 8 isa plan of the spring-
orip removed from the base-plate, Kig. 7
Fig. 9 is a perspective view of the base-plate.

The parts of this fastening are herein des-
1onated fmd referred to as the ¢ sochet merm-
bel & 4 the ‘stud member” b,and the ** spring-
orip”’

The t.WO husks are designated by the letters
d and e.

The socket member is composed of a top

plate and a base-plate, united by means of rims
on the edges and ﬂanu es on the ends, m which
are holes for rivets. The top plate @ of the
socket member is formed with a depending
rim 13 and with a flange 14 on one end, In
which are he holes 15 for the rivets 16. The
base-plate «¢° being of coue%pomhno" outline
is formed with a %tandmﬂ rim 13* around the
sides and the front end and is provided also
with a flange 14* of the same dimensions as
the flange 14 of the top plate and with rivet-
holes 15",

When the two parts ¢’ «*are placed together,
the rim of the base-plate fits within “and is
covered by the depending rim of the top plate,
and the two flanges 14 14" then being in line
with each other the rivets 16, that fasten the
socket member on the busk, also serve to unite
the two parts ¢ « composing the socket
member.

In the base-plate is an aperture 4 to a,dmlt
the head 5 of the stud member 4, and sur-
rounding the aperture 1s a stfmdmﬂ* ring 6,
which is formed either directly from the ma-
terial of the base-plate itself or 1s a separate
piece united to the bwse plate. This ring 6
forms a socket to receive the head of the stud
member when the latter is inserted through the
aperture 4. It is united to the base-plate at
two points directly opposite to each other on
the horizontal axis (x GG; but at all other points

the lower edge of the ring standing clear ot
the b%se-phte leaves slits or spaces 7 under
the ring to admit the legs 9 of the spring.
The last named parts should be fitted to have
free play laterally under the ring and at the
same time to be held down by 1t, so as not to
be drawn up by the stud member when that
part 18 Sepa,mted from the soecket member.

The spring ¢ 1S produced from a pilece of
spring-wire, quch as plano-wire, of the proper
st tness and str ength by bendmo it at the mid-
dle in a semicir cle so as to bring the two legs
substantially par: allel and eqmdlqtdnt from an
imaginary axis, (indicated at G Gr, Figs. Tand

I 8,) and finally bendmo cach 160 at a pomt 12
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about midway of its length inwardly upon | transversely of the longitudinal axis.indicated

itself, in this manner producing the straight
outer members 10 and the inner members 9,
lying between the outer mermbers. These in-
ner members form gripping members which
when the spring is lald in place between the
top plate and base-plate will extend across the
aperture 4 on the base-plate. The bow of the
spring should have approximately the same
curvature as the rounded end of the base-
plate. Both the bow and the straight outer

members 10 should fit loosely and at the same

time be confined within the space inclosed by
the standing rim 13*

The stud member & is provided with an en-
larged head 5 of the usual spherical shape

~untted to a straight shank by a neck 5’ of re-

~duced. diameter, by which the member is fas-
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tened to the busk.

The head 5 has approximately the same di-
ameter as the opening 4 and the ring 6, so as
to fit closely in the latter part when the head
1s 1nserted through the aperture 4. At such
time the head 5 will slip easily into place as
the socket member is brought down over the
stud member, and forcing the spring-legs 9
apart the head will enter the ring 6 as the legs
close upon the neck 5 below the head.  Both
legs or members of the spring that erip the
neck of the stud member are free to yield lat-
erally and spread apart with an equal extent
of movement as well as to exert equal degree
of pressure on the stud member after the head
has passed beyond the spring and rests in the
socket 6. In such operation also the outer
members 10 of the spring have limited move-
ment laterally, with the result of following or
ylelding to the lateral movement of the grip-
ping-legs 9, thereby giving greater degree of
resiliency to the legs 9 in their opening and
closing movements. |

In the operation of separating the two mem-
bers of the fastening the stud member is read-
1ly detached by giving either member an an-
gular movement by tilting it to one side or

the other in a direction across the legs 9 or |

at (¢ (3, so that the head of the stud will be
slightly rolled in the socket member instead
of being pulled directly out of the socket in a
direction at right angles to the plane of the
socket member.

The stud member is readily detached from
the socket member by giving it a lateral move-
ment 1n that direction which is on the line of
least resistance to the separation of the head
tfrom between the spring-legs, whereas under
ordinary strains which the fastening is called
upon to stand in all other directions without
separating the legs 9 will not yield readily
and the stud member will be confined in place
in the socket.

Having thus described my said invention,
what I claim, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—-

A separable fastening for corset-busks. con- |

sisting of a stud member having a shanlk with
a straight neck and an enlarged head thereon:
and a socket member comprising a base-plate
baving a flat bottom and terminating at one
end 1n a flange for securing it to the corset-
busk, and a rounded outer end, a standing rim
on the said base-plate around the sides there-
of, and an aperture in the bottom of the plate
to admit the head of the stud member, the said
socket member being provided with a stand-
ing rim concentric with the said aperture and
also supported above said aperture clear of
the said plate; and a top plate having a de-
pending rim on the sides adapted to fit over
the sides of the base-plate and provided with
a flange on the inner end to lie over the cor-
responding flange of the base-plate; the said
plates of the socket member being secured in
place on the busk by rivets passing through
the said flanges. .

In testimony whereof I havesioned my name

| 1n the presence of two subscribing witnesses.

HARRY WORTHINGTON THURLOW.
Witnesses: ’ ‘
Epwarp E. OsBorvy,
M. RegNER.
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