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To «ll whom 6 nuay conecermn:

Be it known that I, CHarLES H. GLEASON, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Smeth-
port, in the county of McKean and State of
Pennsylvania, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Knockdown Vessels;
and I do declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact description of the invention,
such as will enable others skilled in the art to
which it appertains to make and use the same.

My invention is an improved knockdown

vessel. here shown as a barrel; and it consists
in the construction, combination, and arrange-
ment of devices hereinafter described and
claimed. .'
" The object of my invention is to provide a
knockdown vessel—such as a barrel, box, and
the like—which may be readily set up for use
and which may be readily taken apart and
disposed compactly, so as to take up but little
room when being stored or transported, there-
by enabling the vessel when emptied to be
readily returned at minimum cost for trans-
portation. | |

The accompanying drawing. is partly an
elevation and partly a sectional view of a
knockdown barrel embodying my i1mprove-
ments. | |

In the embodiment of my invention here
shown the body 1 of the barrel is formed ot
a plurality of stave-bars 2, which are disposed
side by side and are flexibly connected to-
oether by wires or suitable cords or other
flexible devices 8. This construction of the
body of the barrel or other vessel makes the
same flexible. so that it may be readily bent
into eylindrical or other suitable form. The
end staves of the.flexible body of the vessel
are provided with coacting fastening devices
5. which may be either of the form here
sliown or of any other suitable form and which
serve to unite the ends of the said body to-

~ gether when the same is set up and adapt
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them to be readily disconnected when the ves-

sel is to be disassembled or knocked down.
The heads 6 7 of the barrel or vessel are
nrovided with peripheral hoops or bands 3,
which project from the inner sides thereotf
and form flanges which are adapted to engage

—

the outer sidés of the ends of the flexible body
when the latter has been rolled or disposed 1n
suitable form. On the inner sides of the sald

heads are linings 9, which may be made of

paper or any other suitablematerial,and within
the flexible body 1 is a lining 10, which may

'be made of corrugated paper or other sult-

able material and which may be readily rolled
or formed to enable it to be fitted in the body
1 and may -also be extended to dispose 1t in a
small compass when the vessel is knocked
down. The heads are here shown as provided
on their outer sides- with battens 11 to
strengthen them. They are also provided at
their centers with openings 12 and on their
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outer sides with centrally-disposed plates 13, 05

which are preferably made of metal, are thick-

ened at their centers, and taper toward their

ends to secure the heads to the ends of
the body when the vessel is set up. 1 pro-

vide a rod 14, which passes through the open-

ings 12, is provided at one end with a head
15 to bear against the outer side of one of
the plates 13, and has its opposite end serew-

threaded for a suitable distance, as at 16. On

the threaded portion. of the rod is a nut 17,
which coacts with the rod to clamp the heads
firmly on the ends of the body, as will be un-
derstood. This nut in the form of my in-
vention here shown is a bar of suitable length,
having an opening 18 at the outer end, through
which a staple may be driven into the head
to recéive the bar when the same has been
serewed on the rod.

Within the scope of my invention the bar-
rel or other vessel may be of any suitable
form or shape, and I donotdesire to limit my-
self in this particular. Neither do 1 desire to
limit myself to the precise construction and
combination of devices here shown and de-
seribed, as modifications may be made therein
without departing from the spirit of my 1in-
vention and within the scope of the appended
claim. |

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, 1s— |

A knockdown vessel comprising a flexible
body portion, heads to engage the ends of the

70

75

80

qo

95
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same and provided with central openings,
plates bearing on the outer sides of the heads
and having openings coincident with those of
the heads, a rod connecting the heads together
and extending through the openings therein
and in the said plates, and a nut serewed on
the rod and bearing against the outer side of
one of the said plates, said nut having an arm.
a cleat on the outer side of one of the heads,

and means to secure the arm of the nut on the 1c
sald cleat, substantially as described.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand in presence of two subscribing wit-

nesses. |
' CHARLES H. GLEASON.
Witnesses: -

J. W. BoxTon,
Hatrie A. WALKER.
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