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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Joux Joserra RussELL,
assistant postmaster, a subject of the King of
(reat Britain, residing at Milton, in the State

5 of New pdouth Wales and Commonwealth of
Australia, have invented new and useful Im-
provements in Seal-Locks, specially applica-
ble for strap-buckles, as of mail-bags, of which
the following is a specification.

This invention refers to seal-locks specially
devised for use on mail-bags, though useful
to prevent unauthorized access to any fasten-
ing or other things, and it has been specially
devised in order to construct such a lock hav-
15 ing a straightsliding bolt with a positive lock-

ing device unassisted by any mechanical

spring; but in order that this invention may

be clearly understood reference Wlll now be
made to the drawings herewith, in which—
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constructed according to these present im-

provements. Kig. 21sa longitudinal sectional

elevation; and Fw" 3 1S a perspective view of

- my im proved seal- lock, the same being shown

25 as broken away in order to illustrate its inte-
rior construction.

The strap, as ordinarily, has end 8, sewed
or otherwise fastened to chape 7, which joins
the sides 8 of the lock casing or box and is

30 the pivot of the tongue 9. which takes on rest-
bar 10. The buckle or lock-box has a hinged
leaf or cover 11. Within this cover 11 is a
chamber 12, adapted to receive the seal 13 of
the lock, so as to form 4 ceiling or top for the

35 shiding bolt 15. The seal 13 is composed of
strawboard or cardboard of sufficient thick-
ness that 1t may be centrally compressed or
bulged under pressure and will recover its
original shape and retain such shape, or this

40 seal may be composed of wood veneer or
easlly - destructible metal or other flat mate-
rial having the same quality. The sliding
bolt 15 fills the chamber 12 under the seal 13,
which forms a guide for the said bolt 15. The

45 torward end 16 of said bolt 15 1s adapted to
take in a socket or housing 17 on the end of
the lock-casing. This bolt 15 has movement
longitudinally,which is governed by its shoul-

ders 18 and 19.

| through the back of the cover 11.

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a seal-lock

The back end of this bolt 15

18 slotted and has a push-piece 20, protruding
Pivoted
within this slot 1s a catch-piece 21, adapted
to engage a stop 22 on the floor of the cham-
ber as the bolt slides within the same. This
catch 21 may have inclined faces, as shown in
Kig. 2, to enable 1t to easily pass the inclined
faces of the stop 22, or, as shown in FKig. 3,
the back face may be straight to abut against
the corresponding straight forward face of
sald stop 22, 1n which latter case said catch
21 must be lifted over said stop before the
bolt can be withdrawn. The cover 11 has an

orifice 14 for revealing markings on the seal

13, and through which said seal may be de-
stroyed when required, and through which,
as in the construction shown in Fig. 3, a hook
may be 1nserted into orifice 24 to raise the

“catch 21 over the stop 22 to withdraw the bolt.

In use the bolt 15 is drawn outwardly, with
the push-piece protruding backwardly from
the hinge end, and the seal 13, having the
quality before mentioned, i3 inserted through
the opening 25 in the side of the chamber 12,
fitting comfortably over the sliding bolt 15,

t the catch 21 being backwardly of the stop

22, In which position 1t 1s firmly held by said
seal 13. When 1t is desired to lock and seal

the fastening, the cover 11 is shut down and .

the bolt is forced outwardly by pushing on
the end piece 20. The catch 21 1s by this
force caused to lift over the stop 22 centrally,
compressing and bulging that part of said seal
18 just above-it until its end drops against
the other face of-said stop 22, the bolt 15 en-
gaging at the same time in its socket 17, where
1t 1s retained by the stiffness of said seal, and
the lock 1s thus secured or sealed until the
seal 13 1s destroyed and removed from above
the catch 21, so as to allow it to again pass
over the stop 22. The seal is destroyed by
an appropriate tool through the orifice 14, and
this, in the form of a hook-bar, is inserted
into an enlargement 23 in said bolt 15, so as
to withdraw it, or it may be inserted in the
orifice 24 in the catch 21 to raise it over the
stop 22, and so withdraw the bolt and release
the lock.

Having now particularly described and as-
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~ certained the nature of my said invention and | ject beyond the frame, a flexible sealing-piece,

n
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in what manner the same is to be perfor med
I declare that what I claim is—

1. The combination of a casing having a
movable cover portion, a locking-bolt for said
portion, a catch for said bolt on one of the
members comprised by the casing and the bolt,
and an abutment on the other member, with
a seal of flexible material protecting said catch,
sald seal being free to.yield to permit the
catch to pass the abutment, substantially as
described.

2. The combination of two members de-
tachably fastened together, a casing covering
the same and made with.a movable cover por-
tion, a locking-bolt for said portion, a pivoted
catch, an inclined abutment therefor, and a

sealing-piece covering said catch, sald piece .

being free to yield to permit the catch to pass
the abutment when sald bolt is moved in one
direction, substantially as described.

3. The combination of a device to be pro-
tected with a casing made in two parts, lock
mechanism for holding said parts together in-
cluding a yieldable sealing-piece, a catch
placed to be held in its locking position by
sald sealing-piece, and locking means coact-
ing with said cateh to hold the parts of the
casing together, substantially as described.

4. The combination of a frame, a cover
hinged thereto, a sliding bolt having a por-
tion free to be moved into a position to pro-

abutment provided with an inclined face,

a catch pivoted to said bolt and covered by
sald sealing-piece, said frame having a por-
tion placed to force the catch into engagement
with the sealing-piece and thereby move said
piece when the device is being brought to its
locked position, substantially as described.

5. A device to be protected in combination
with a frame having a movable cover, an abut-
ment on the frame, a bolt carried by the cover
for locking it to the frame, a catch on said
bolt, with a sealing-piece of flexible material
placed over said catch and free to yield to
permit the catch to pass the abutment, sub-
stantially as described.

6. A device to be protected in combination
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with a frame having a movable cover and an -

bolt carried by the cover for locking 1t to the
frame, a catch on said bolt also provided with
an inclined face, with a sealing-piece of flexi-
ble material placed over said catech and free to
yield to permit the catch to passthe abutment,
substantially as described.

In testimony whereof I havesigned my name
to this specification in the presence of two sub-
scribing witnesses.

JOHN JOSEPH RUSSELL.

Witnesses:
A. Foran,
ArTaur H. SMmrr.
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