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O il twenony TE mat concern:

Be 1t known that I, CHrARLES A. THOMSON, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Belle-
ville, in the county of Essex and State of New
Jersey, have invented and produced a new and
original Improvement in Dentists’ Corks; and
I do hereby declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact description of the invention,
such as will enable others skilled. in the art to
which 1t appertains to make and use the same,
reference being had to theaccompanyingdraw-
ings, and to numerals of reference marked
theleon which form a part of this specifica-
tlon.

The objects of this invention are to provide
a dental jaw-brace which shall be readily re-
movable from the patient’s mouth after an
operation, to avold danger of injuring the

teeth or mouth 1in removing the brace, to

eliminate any etfect of the unconsciousness of
the patient upon the removing of the brace,
to secure a collapsible brace, and to obtaln
other advantages and results, some of which
may be referred to in connection with the de-
seription of the working parts.

The 1nvention consists in the 1mpr0vea
dental jaw-brace and in the arrangements and

combinations of parts of the same, all sub-

stantially as will be hereinafter set forth, and
finally embraced in the clauses of the claim.
Referring to the accompanying drawings,
in which like numerals of reference indicate
corresponding parts in each of the several fig-
ures, Kigure 1 1s a side elevation of my im-

pro ved braceas blaced betweena patient’s jaws

and showing in outline its collapsed position.
918 a rear view of one ot the members,
and Kigs. 3 and 4 are detail viewsillustrating
a. modified construction ot the cushioned feet.

In sald drawings, 10 11 indicate the two
members of my improved collapsible brace,

each consisting of a metal leg hinged or piv-

oted at 1ts Inner end to the other, as at 17, and
having at 1ts outer enda cushion for the teeth
of the patient to bite onto. The two legs
thus form toggle-joint members which when
their outer ends are placed against the npper

l‘ a

inward at their inner or pivotal ends to open
the jaws. The two said members are so
formed that when extended, as shown in Fig.
1, the pivotal pin 17 lies a little to one side of
a straight line between the centers of the
cushioned outer ends, and at the opposite side
of such straight line is means, such as a stop
4, for limiting the bending of the two mem-
bers 10 11 1n that direction. Thus as.the de-
vice 1S sef between the jaws of a patient the
natural pressure of the jaws will hold the

~members in extended position, as shown in

Fig. 1, the side having the stop preferably
facing outward. When the dentist wishes to
remove the brace, then it1s necessary only to
secure enough outward pressure upon the
joint of the two members to carry the pin 17
into or past the straight line extending be-
tween the biting teeth, and immediately the

pressure of the jaws collapses the device and -
Pretferably the means for effect-
ing such an outward displacement of the point

it 1s free.

of pivoting 17 consists in extending one mem-
ber, as 10, past the pivot 17, asat 12, and pro-
viding therein an eye 13 to receive a cord 20.
Satd extension 12 may then be utilized to en-
cage the stop 4 on the other member.

The outer ends of the members 1011 form
feet 14 to receive cushioning material in any
sultable manner. Pretferably, however, said

cushions are of rubber, either rectangular, as

at 16, and provided with dovetails 18, fitting
In 0100\"85 15 ot the feet, or circular, as at 5
in Fi 10S.
sockets 7 in the feet.

By the construction thus described a brace
1s provided which can be collapsed between
the patient’s teeth and thus removed with
oreat facility.

Having thus described the mventlon what
I claim as new is—

1. A dental jaw-brace comprising toggle-
joint members hinged together and being
free to collapse in one direction, one of said
members being extended at its inner end past
the point of hinging and adapted to engage
the other member to prevent bendmn in tlmt

and lower teeth of the patient can be forced i du’*ectlon
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9. A dental jaw-brace comprising toggle- | In testimony that I claim the foregoing 1
joint members hinged together and being | have hereunto set my hand this 4th day of 10
free to collapse in one direction, one of said | June, 1903.

members being extended at its inner end past CHARLES A. THOMSON
5 the point of hinging and adapted to engage . : .

the other member to prevent bending in that Witnesses:

direction, and flexible draft means secured to | CuarLes H. PELL,

the extension. C. B. PirNEY.
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